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To the Chritinn Reideſy 

\ Ig ” P Ze may = cleerly how a fareth be- 

OS tweene Chriſt and the Churches |, by that 
. Which he ſaid agatyf the Scribes and Pha- 

riſes , when he proved that in diwers particulars rheyhid 


made the word of God of none #fe# through theire tradj- | 
tions. The Church of Rome hath in that evil exceeded them, ware. 4.6. 
Bellarmin,in his 4 book of the wnwritten word of 'God Chap. to 14. 

. . | 2,making three ſorts of tnatlitions,callerh one Eccleſiaſtical, 

which he ſaith are introduced from ancient cuſtomes by 

the Prelatgs, orby the people, and creepingly,by the fi BE 


-{ Jlentand unqueſtioning agreement of the people, have 
We” - | Mx as it were ſtrength of law : with ſuch are wee 10 
' ""deale, The Councell of. Trent detlareth that this power g,q ... 
. hath the Church alwayes had in miniftring of the Sa- Chap, «.z. 


craments (haveing their ſubſtance) to ordaine or alter” 
that which ſhe judged to be moſt expedient for the: 
Etilitie"ef thoſe that receive they,” 7 could Wiſnthe 
- Church of England, at lea# in her practiſe , had never incli- 

ned 10 ſuch kind of opinions and traditions, But conſide- 

ing how things ge there , I thought my ſelfe /o wuch boand. 
to Chriſt, my Saviour , that I muſt diſcover the miſcheivous 

wounds and ſoares they bring in and cover, that by the mey- 

cle of God and care of them that are ſenſible of the hurts, 

there may happily be found balme in Gilead to cure them, Ter. 8. 22 
For ſtay and conſider all ye that paſſe by, If the Church 0531 
of England , like the may 11 the Goſpel , that went downe 

ram leruſalem to lericho, be not falley among theeues, Luc 10.50 
that have ftripped hey of ber raiment & wounded her,whether 3%: 
many Prieſts and Levits have not come downe that way, 

and ſeen ber, and paſſe by on the other ſide. Whether 
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ifion on dinwhaiher; Thave not, 4s far as Gaf 
fl. 'Soubd 1 thein vp , and pwred intothem 
un the oyle the Goſpel: whether I had 
ne of bows that hiveſo 0 crgelly kurt her: 


the wine of 


got Y > hou com 

and if Lonakr Tha f one the part of 4 agBonr | 3 Fe 
member what our Ler P, goc thou & doe likewiſe. Be 
xot of them that cover wit pcovering, but riot of Gods' 


Spirit, But rather remember brifts words beware of falſe 
Prophets, that come to y6 a in ſheepes clothing, but: 
inwardly are ravening wolvesz,yeſhul'know them by 
theire Pits, Doe men ark orapes of thornes, or 
figs of Thiſtles ? A good tree cannothring forth evil 
fruit, neichercan a corrupt treebring forthygood fruir, 
The preſbiterie and the hierarchie wy bee theeſe to Tyees, 

_ Whichthow ſhalt knoW by theire fruits,ve that ſeekes the, obo; 
bath adverſaries abont the bad, I may find ſuch in this 
Worke.:, but he that ſhall judge both ths and me is able to: 
defend it. If then they conſtraine me to ſay With wy Leader, 
. have laboured inwyaine, I have ſpent my ſtreng for 

onght,! al adde yet ſurely my jugment iawith the”, 
boy and my worke with my God. 7o his grace therks | 
fore and protettion,T muſt commend it,and reſt. a, 


Thine in the Lord : 


IA: HENRIC. 
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Authority/in things called indifferent ; drawne, and 
- 7 laid open, to ſheWv rhe many infefious ſoares, and 
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ws 


maladics they bring in,and cover. 


© Deny not, but that the Church-may make 
ordinances,. when they-be but few, cafie, 
innocent, and tendanely.to the keeping 
| of that, which is in ihe required, though 
not in termes; expreſſed in Gods word. 
In the primitive ,Church many put off 
their Baptiſme, cither till age, when the heat 'of ſinne 
was well oyer ; or till they were ficke, and in danger of 
death becauſe they had a conceit, that finnes after 
Baptiſme were greater, that in Baptiſme all ſinnes and 
ſtaines were waſhed away,and in the meane they might 
give more ſcope totheir luſts: whereupon the Church 
made a Canon, that none might bee a Biſhop, who had 
beene baptized in his bed, becauſe ſuch a one ſeemed 
to be baptized rather of neceſſity, then faith, and love; 
which was a ſcandall, deſerving ſuch an ordinance a» 
ry it; becauſe thoſe, who are choſen to that office, 
0 


uld be blemeleſe, &6, Itis alſoa great {candall to 7 Tim 3-2 


My 
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Chriftiatity, that there are many Chriſtians, ſo called, 
who are common dicers, that in halfe an houre de- 
prive men,their wiyes, and children,of halfe, & ſome- 
rime of their whole eſtates: a vice that is oft accompa- 
nied with curſing, ſwearing fighting, killing, and ſuch 
Synod. C5- fearfull concomitants :Ug'/remedy whereof, Councels 
Kantizop. have ordained that ſuch Thould be put from the Com. 
rk AY munion. What Chriſtian will deny, but that there is 
lib.c.79. needof ſuch an ordinance C; as being in. effe@ required, 
I Cor.5.5.7. 11. 13. Other inſtances might be given of 

the like nature. "ll | 
As touching points of faith, and ſalvation, determi- 
ned by Councels againſt heretikes, ſuch as the Arians, 
Pelagians, Arminians, &c. they are not ſo much to bee 


obſerved, becauſe the Councell hath ſo determined,'as* *- 


becauſe itis decreed according to Gods word , which 
the Councell cleereth from falſe gloſſes; that ſo the o. 
bediencein ſuch'caſes may not be to mens ordinances, 
Iſ2.2.4- butto the word of God, that ſhould judge among/? zhe 


temple of God, as God, ordaining lawes, and pointes of 

faith binding the conſcience The decrees of that 
See Moulin COUncell AR, 15. bound not but for a time, touching 
Buckler of abſtinence from blood,and things ſtrangled. Andeve- 
"—— aA rite Conncell may not thinke it ſufficient, in likecaſes, 

to fay as the Apoſtles might, 7t ſeemed good unto the Holy 
«At-15. 25. Ghrſt, and to ns.” The Apoſtles had a more warrantable 
authority and commiſſion, then provinciall Biſhops 
have. The firſt Councell of Nice determined well a- 
gainſt the Arrians, They had almoſt decreed againſt: 
Priefis mariage ; that had not beene ſo well : nor was 
wellinſuch Councelsas-after decreed it againſt her, 
and the word of God, which is-greater : therefore rhe 
booke of Articles faith well, Thar general! Conncels may 


of erre, 


greg, 


nations ; and no man, or company of men mayſir #n the 
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erre,and ſometimes have erred. The ſame Councell made Ariz 


the Biſhop of Rome aPatriarch, and the firſt of the Pa- 
triarchs; and ſo gave him a primacy of order before the 
Patriarchs of Alexandria, and Antioch, who had like 
priviledges overthe other parts ofthe Chriſtian world; 
but this was not fo well, becauſe the Beaſt aroſe to his 
Antichriſtian greatneſſe out of this ſea of Fathers, do- 
arine, and Canons, and from this ſmall beginning of 
preeminence. If the Church have taken on her to or- 
daine a feaſt forthe bleſſed Nativity of our Saviour, 
and another or two in memoryof his reſurretion, and 
thecomming ofthe Holy Ghoſt, becauſe indeed the 


Iewes did*the like in a caſe of great deliverance from Ek. 9.23, 


the conſpiracy of proud Haman:ſhe muſt yet ſet bounds 
to herpower, and not think ſhe may ordaine what ho- 


y dayes, ordinances, and ceremonies ſhee liſt, as the 


Church of Rome hath done; ordaining the feaſt of 
Candlemaſfle, or the purification, in place of that feaſt 
the Heathen kept to the Goddefſe Febra, the mother 


"of Mars; and:ſo divers titular offices, ordinances, and. 


was dayes, in place of thoſe the Heathen celebrated 
totheir hee-Gods, and ſhee- Gods. But leaving tomake 


any-further diſcovery of her preſumptuous imvation of 


Iewes.and Heathen in ſuch caſes; becauſe it is ſufficient- 
Iyſet forth ina lictle booke called, The root of Romiſh 
ries; txanflated outof French into Engliſh : let us take a 
little view of fome ordinances and ceremonies receis. - 
ved in the Church of England. _ | | 
,,;I deny not but the Church may ordain ſome gxders 
for the decent worſhip of God, as touching the time 
andplaceof meeting, and reyerent behaviour while the 
people are there; _ men ſhould-kneele, and beun. 
covered in the time of prayer: heare the ward with-fi- 
lence, .and reverence, when. it is: xead, or preached; 
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'* * That a pulpit ſhould be ereted ina place moſt conveni- 
* ent for hearing a fit veſſellſerfor Baptiſme, a Table, 
anda Cup for the Lords Supper. that people ſhould 
come orderly, and not confuſedly tothe ſame; [that 
colletion ſhould bee made for the poorein the beſt 
manner that may be; mers ſhould beeamunifor- 
mityinthe manner of adminiſtring the Sacraments, 
both in words, prayer,and ceremony, and that as neere 
as may be to theinſtituriofy,and in that purity and fim- 
plicity, wherein they were left us by the-Apoſtles; 
that ſo one may not doe theſe thingFafter this manner; 
and another after that; "and ſome come to ſay; Tlike 
x Cor x22 this, I that Miniſters way beſt ; like thoſe, 7am of Pani, 
. Tof 4polo, that the Paſtors in every province ſhall meet 
once a ycare,or ſo oft as needſhall require; toreformie” 
abuſes, if any ariſe in doftrine or government.” 'Ordi. 
nances of this nature are not things' meetly indifference, 
but convenient, and neceflary,' and doe nor onely pre- 
ſerve peace and unity, but even tend to the due per- 
formance of that'which is commanded in th&word;” 
direaly,or by conſequence,in ſuchplaces as that, 0 come 
Plal.og. et ns W0rſhip,ard byw downe, and kneele before the Lord onr 
t Cor. 14. maker. Let all things be done decently, and in order, There 
may and ought to be ſuch orders and ceremonies but 
all are not hs neceſſary? for the very Attide eofifel. 
AQ.;4, ſeth,that ſome'bechanged and aboliſhed (which canfbt 
Ae.:zo. be ſaid of ſuchas are thus neceſſary) and that nothing 
_ muſt be ordained againſt Gods word. There ought to 
be nothing thar may make Religion ridiculous,'vr the 
word of noneeffe&;* 1 7 101997 11239D 211 70 


© Inthe Chyrch of England, the Biſhops wilt have'an 

infant ſigned with the figne'of the crofſe; 1# tokenirhut 

hereafter hz fhatl nov be aſhanred to _ the faith of Chriſt 

trucifed, ind manfudly ro febr wider his banner, again# ſin, 
4 the 


(5) 

the World , and the devill , and to cantinut Chrifts fairhfult 
ſouldier \, and ſervant unto his. lives: erg, ' Now whats - 
mocketic is it ;to'i ſtand f'ſtrialyiion this cefemonie,! 
when in the meane While, they will not have ſuch a'one, 


| being come to be a man , confeſſe the faith of - Chriſt 


againſt the _Arminians: , nor manfully: contend for the: 
faith againſt. ſuch Pe/agian-and popiſh opinions? and: 
whenalſo they like a Miniſter the worſe, ifin the pulpic 
hee ſtrive to beate downe/growing CArminieniſme, and 
Poperie , in things controverted , as if they were not 
things reycaled ,, matters.of faith , profitable-for us to 
know; and of great honor to God being knowne : as 
that eleQio6n is wholie of grace: , 'and not of foreſcene 
faith , and workes ; that the death, and merirof Chritt 
preached , are more availeable for the converſion , and 
flvation of. theele&,than of others; that regeneration 
and<otverſion are of Gods grace and power,and not of 
the will of nian : that thoſe whom God cleceth; he 
calleth, juſtificth,and glorificth ; ſo that they cannot fall 
away finally ; that juſtification while wee live here, 
and heaven after this life; are not of our works, and me- 
rits, but of Chriſt , and on our part of faith in him, yea 
of faith alone that worketh by love, and is fruitfull ins 
good works. That Chriſt by one oblation of him- 
ſelf hath madea full fatifaRion for the ſins of all the 
elet : that he is the only mediator of interceſhon'in' 
heaven , that can heare us, know ourhearts; and by: 
whom wee may come to the Father , and the only head 
of his Church to ordaine lawes binding the conſcience; 
that his Teftameat is ſufficient in matters of ſalvation; 
that there is much error, and: vanitie in the doQrine of 
Purgatoric, Images, and-other pdints of poperic, Now 
I fay it-is a meere mockery to enforce. Miniſters to 
gdh IF 3p 7 K:;;- ' ſigne 
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(6) | 
figne evcric child-with the figne of the Croſſe;,.in token 
tharhe ſhallconfeſſo the faith of Chriſt , and woankully 
fight againſt ſuch ſpirituall evils, and enimics , and yer to 
hindes any, much more Miniſters , to confeſſe, and de- 
fend the faith of Chriſtin theſe and: the like points, by 
diſputes, bookes,and ſermons, and to pretend, that know- 
ledge of Gods truth in theſe-points is curious, and-un- 
profitable notonly in babes , that have more need of 
milke-, but even in divines and men of knowledge, and 


thatin a time when Papifſts, and Arminians ſtrive ſo | 


much to: corrupt men in them. | | 

And the mockerie is fo much the greater. BEecaufe 
they teach all to pray . : Wee give thee hamble thankes 
that thou ha# wendhiſafed to call us to the knoveledge of thy 
grace ,aua faith in thee, Increafe this knewlcage , and con- 


feaſt of $i- [FM Hts faith in us evermore, Granting us mw this World 


mon and 
ec. 


; Iud 


#Sce the or 
dcring of 
Biſhops, 


- Prieſts and 


Deacons, 


knowledge of thy truth, ; And touching: the Apofilesand 
Prophets., grant us to bee jozned rogather. in inity of ſpirit 
by their doctrine. They: make men pray thus, and yet 
arc againſt the things praied for.' 2 Becauſe they make 
every Biſhop and every Miniſter, at his ordinantion, to 
promiſe * ze be readie With all diligence ta baniſh and drive 
away all: erreneaus , and ftrauge doitrines contrarie to Gods 
word. -Marke, A! without exception , which cannot be 
better donne, then by manifeſting the revealed truth of 
God- in theſe points , and ſo ſtriving earneſtlie to joyne 
men together in the unitic of the ſpirit bythe doQrine 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets. , asis defired in prayer. 


For what a-mockerie is it firſt to make him thus to vow - 


_ It and pray forit, and then to hinder him from keeping 


that vow. - 3» Becauſe they forbid the defence of Gods 
ordinances againſt-the Hierachie..., and thoſe traditions 
thereof, which are erroneous ; of the world, and cauſes 
of cemporizing and ignorance , making men Mm" 
that 


Ry (p—_—_—_ 


that ſhould rather with the 8 tree refuſe to leave their 
fatzes for Dominion, like their Lord who ſaicth. ho 
made thee a juage, or a divider ? | And what a mockericis 
it, when Biſhops , that cauſe all to bee ſigned with the 
ſigne of the crofle, inſuch 8 token , have not beene as 
carefullro. gerour Princes; &- people to ſend timely, & 
effetall helpe; to themrthat fought under Chriſts ban- 
ner in the Palatinate, and c|fewhere, but rather flatte- 
red ſuch Courtiers, and feigned freinds, as underhand 


| betraied them, and the common cauſe, in ſtead of an ef- 
ere, 1». our to the helpe of the Lord againſt-the 


mightie 2 How much better is God pleaſed whea men 
are more indeeds, andlefle in figne of humane inven- 
tion and authoririe ? 
The actticle of traditions confeſſerth that all things 
ought ro be done to edifying. But how doth this ceremo. 
nic edifie ? Have Engliſhmen that ſtand fo much forthe 
Hierarchie , & for this ſigne beene made by them better 
ſouldiers of Chriſt then otherProteſtans ? or have they 
not rather proved worſe , and ſo ſhewed the fruits'cf 
the hierarchie and ceremonies? So ordinarie is it with 
God, that bleſſeth his owne ordinances,to puniſh mens 
inventionsand preſumptions. May itnot be ſaid to 


ſuch maiſters of ceremonies, you can ſee the faith daily 
oppoſed, religion corrupted, poperye and Arminianiſmy 
increaſe, and the poore members of Chriſt to fall by 
| the ſword, & praQtiſes, & yer inthe meane be conten- 


ted with the ſigne of the crofle, & the name of aſoul- 
dier without the worke? neither doing itthemſelves, 
nor ſuffering thoſe Minifters that would, and might 
have prevaited by the word : theſe things muſtbeletr to 
the only careand wiſdom of the Prelates,who are well 
experienced in flattcrie , and can beſt ſee that nothing 
be donne toany purpoſe, and-in the meane take it for 

B 2 granted, 


Tudg. 9.8. 
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granted; that the'Church might impoſe ;;- and adfle £0 
baptiſme, the ligne of the:croſle ſo fuperſtitioufy. uſed, 
and abuſed by the Papiſts - that it is fit to uphold that, 
andall other traditions', and ceremonies of the Church 
(though rhe-Article confefſe they may. be. changed ac- 
cording to the diverſitie of countries, times, and:mens 
manners) and that it is authoritic-enough forthe uſe of _ 
the ſame now,” becauſe it wasancientlic uſed (ſo was 
ſalt and other Romiſh traſh) becauſe. ſoone after the 
death of the Apoſtles , or at leaſt-ſooneafter the vic, 
toric of Conſtantine , 'whendiversTewes, and heathen 
mocked the Chriſtians witha crucified God, and Re. 
deemer , they ſigned themſelves,to ſhew they.were 
not aſhamed of him , when who ſees not, that if their 
reaſon were then good, not ſuperſtitipus, yet there js 
not the ſame now in'England. Seeing there men live 
not amongſt ſuch mocking Iewes , & heathen, unles it 
bee among ſuch as ſcorne and mock them with the 
name of Profeſſors , ' Diſciples , and fatious Puritains, 
who ftrive-againſt Arminianiſme, or the hierachie, and 
ceremonies. Indeed theſeare ſo much corned and per- 
ſeeuted, that no men in Englanddo more truly beare the 
crofle of Chriſt, for his names fake, then they, whereas 
their adverſaries ftrive by all meanes to divert all men 
from bearing the croſſe in this manner, and by allure 
ments, and threats , to make them leave the cauſe, and 
remporiſe as themſelves doe ; who are therein enemies 
of the croſſe of Chriſt, whoſe glorie is their ſhame. For 
they in themeane while have only borne the croſle in a 
figne, made with the hand , like the Papifts; which is but 
a'mockeriec in reſpe& of the other, Beſides. no man 
everas yet maintained , that the Apoſtles, orany 1a their 
time , uſed thecrofle in baptiſme , much lefſe in ligne 
only, withour the worke pretended to be ſignificd., 
It will be ide, In ſome caſes the Biſhops ſtand for 


_—_ 


(0) nl 


the truth,as againſt Anabaptiſts,and other hereticks. So 


doe the Romiſh Biſhops, and leſuites, who likewiſe oy _ 
. many painfull writers,and.preachers,andare nor behini fr2 


them. in ſtirring up Princes: t6. fortitude, temperance, 
holines, juſticeand other vertnes ; but they will ſuffer 
nothing againſt the tenets, & praQtiſes of their hierarchie 
no more will the Engliſh Biſhops , who therin are alfo 
ſtout fouldiers, but that is in their owne cauſe , not in 


Gods, Iohn ſeeth many in white, Rev.7. and is told, ev. 7.:;. 


Theſe are they which come qut of great tribulation, and have "4- 
waſbed their roabes White inthe Thocd of the Lamte, This is 1 


garment of. joy and triumph given by the merits 'of Cap.5. 


Chriſt , to them that have had not the ſigne and name, 
but the worke ofa ſouldier, in confeſling , and defend- 
ing thefaith., and .cauſc of Chriſt againſt all oppoſers, 
If Iſhould fay there may bee amongſt them fomeEngliſh 
Martyrs, that have fſtriven againſt Arminianiſme','or at 
leaſt againſt the hicrarchie , and have ſuffered for it, the 
iſhops could not prove the contrarie. So that it'ts no 
wonder,if men doe not now offer to diſpute with them, 
nor alwaies ſet their names tothcir bookes, ſeeing the 
power of the Prelates to be great, as that of rhe inquiſi- 
tion, very dangerous, and the Biſhops themſelves ſo ob- 
ſtinate and mightie in friends , that they keepe their ad- 
yerſaries boakes,andarguments from being ſcene, or re- 
garded,and ſo plague them, thatall their oppoſers ſeeme 
to have loft their labour, and doe litle other good then 
increaſe the number of thoſe Marbyrsin white,Rev.7; 
This is one. of the placesallteadged for the wearing 
of the ſurpleſſe, but here Kill they dwell in the figne, - 
they will nor doc the worke of thoſe Martyrs ; bur ra- 
ther are againſt ſome of them : and therefore 'becaufe 
they can not looke to weare the white roabe hereafter, 
they. will weare and make others weare an unprofitable -. 
. #5 _ 
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| Can. 58 


* Sce Ear. 


wo, 
ſigne of it now ? thouph men prove it to be a rite taken 
from the Iewes and ancient heathen |, as other of their 


pontificall garments,and ceremonies are. It is a cuſtome 
in England to bow toward the Altaror table ; but what 


a mockerie is this, while in the meane they have no true 
compaſſion on the members of Chriſt, that have ſuffe- 
rcd in the Palatinate andelſewhere , and ſo come to lie 
under the Altar and ctie: H#vW long Lord holy and trac? 
They alſo ordaine holy daies for the Saints, and one for 
all Saints , . but what a mockerie is this , while in the 
meane they will not ſuffer men, to confeſie, and defend 
the faith,and ordinances, left by the Saints as above ſaid? 
This is in effe@ to perſecute the Saints, andthen make 
holie daies for them, when they are dead, like them that 
builded the tombes of the Prophets their fathers had 
killed, What a mockerie is it to ordaine that none ſhall 
hold two benefices with cure, unles he bee atleaſt a 
maiſter. ofart ? as if that degree might priviledge. him 
to bee worſe then others. 

What a mockerie is it to ordaine haz in all Carhedrall 
Churches the communion ſhalbe adminiſired ,uppon privcipall 


eat daits , ſometime by the Biſhop , ſometime by the Deane 
dj d , 


and ſemetime by a Canon or Prebendarie uſing adecent cope, 
and being afiiffed with the Goſpeller and Fpiſteler ; when 
none of all theſe things areordained in the new tefta- 
ment. That is neither Dioceſſan,or provinciall Biſhops, 
Deanes,, Canons , Prebendaries, Epiſtlers, Goſpellers, 
Cathedrall Churches nor Copes; or as another Canon 
enjoyneth all ſorts to weare on their ſurpleſſes, hoodes ſuta- 
b.e to heir degrees, he they adminiſter the Sacran;tt.Thele 
hives nook pride, ambition, idfettes , nonreſidencie, 


les charac- tEMPOriling, and ignorance ; Gods ordinances are not 


ters Cc.69. 
of l'oging 
mens 


the better obſerved by them , but the worſe, asalſo by 


the pettie Canons, * and their ſinging, while theptople, 


cal 


(tt) 
can neither joyne with them, nar underſtand them;they 
ſerve but fora yaine ſhw., to, pleaſe ignoxance ,jand.pa1 
piſh people. | NIGLE 

Divers Canons, coarts and cuftomes depend.on the: 
Epiſcopall office,authoritic and Miniſteric, which muſt 
needes be ſore burdens, becauſe that office. isnot ex jure 
drving,much lefle the Canons, courts, and proceedings. 
It wquld wearic a man to-thinke of all theabuſes in the 
Biſhops courtes , in ſubordinate officers, the complaints 
of them that are oppreſſed by them , in. every dioceſle,. 
ſhew them to bee popiſh, and-intolerable,and therefore 
I will paſſe by them, 43 

As touching kneeling at the Sacrament which allo, is 
an ordinance of humane authoritie , I knaw there are 
many in the Church of England who , perceiving that 
there is noquict living there without obedience to-this. 
and thelike. ordinances , conſider that it is but a geſture, 
that the Sacrament is called the Euchariſt, which ſigni- 
fies thank(giving,and the cup is. called the cup of ble: 
fing; that giving of thankes, ar bleſſing of God,iga kind 
of prayer, and this being the Sacrament of thankſgiving 
may be received.kneeling.,, eſpecially . where (men are - 
not permicted to receive it otherwife. Ianſwer that 
as theſe are the reaſons of ſuch as be conformable , be- 
cauſe they know nothow to helpe it ,,, 1 purpoſe notts. 

_ diſpute againſt them. But theſe are not the reaſons of 
the Biſhops and ſuch athers as impaſe this 'ceremonie. 
ofkngeling.. Take the Church repreſcntative, as they, 

- would have it taken for the aſſembly of Biſhops , and, 
others in-canvocation , and of. them.that ſce-their or-. © 


or explanation-of the reaſon , that becaulc- it is a $a- 
crament.of thankſgiving, and thecupa cup of bleſling, 
men ought to kneele in receiving it, and if there were, 
B 4 : yet 


'  dinanccsobſeryed;&there is na ſuch profeſſed dotring . |. 1 
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yetthitisnor a ſiffideritredfon for them to preſume to. 


NE of precept or examplein 
holy writ.” For they know that all or moſt of the! 
Plalmiesarcexprefſc prayers; praifes and thankſgivings: 
yet ticithetYoe wee Teade” thar Chiiſt made men fing 
them kneeling; neitherdocthe Biſhops, np nor the Pa- 


piſts themſelves, maktmen ſay reade;or firigthem knee-' 


ling. Iris rtve that"in thankſgiving , itis not only 
lawfull, bur beſt beſeeming to'doe it kneeling”, that 


as ſoone as 'ever the Sacrament is received , it cannot 


 - bitbe goodto'give thankes kneeling : ſo'doe the re- 


yer{.22. 


Lur.22. 
4. 
verl. 19% 


formed Churches, yet before and after meate men give 
Godthanks ftanding , -yea many doe it fitting , andthe 
Biſhops are nortroubled with'it.. Beſides the a& of re- 
ceiving,isnotan a&ton or pratcr of thankſgiving, but an 
a& of teeeiving.” *And it is out of queſtion, that Chrift 
adhiiniftred this Sacramentto his Apoftles, asall, or the 
moſt part of them were firting : Mathew faith, 7s they 


* Were eating,Teſms tooke bread, bleſſed it, and gave it. Now 
no man wil be ſo-mad-, as to imagine that they were 


ſupping”, or eating'the- Paſchal-lambe on their knees. 


Markefaith'! Hs they ſare and did care, Itſus (aid, ont of you 


ſhall betray me: then it followeth , Ard as they did eate, 
Teſus tooke bread,and bleſſed, and gave it : that is, therefore 
as they ſare. If ithad beene necefſarie that men ſhould 
rake it Kneeling, Chrift would have commanded them 
torife,-and take it kneeling (a command that better be- 
ſceme$shim thena Biſhop |, ' or Miniſter) or the Apoſtles 
would have ſo ordained, and ordered'it:Luke faith, when 
the howre yas come,he fate doWwne, and the rvelve apoitles 


Wb bi: and {& (ab Mathdew/ahd Marke adde) as they did 


cite he thokt'Breadl "und gavit'it;” \ As in'effeft Euke him- 
ſelfaddeth, Td heetooke bread, of toſhew that though 
this banquet came after ſupper , yetit was before they 
"OA A, were 
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were riſen: and thereforc Mark faith, it was Ms they did 
eate, | 
After that , the Corinthians tooke the Sacrament as 
'— | they were cating or ſupping, wherefore the Apoſtle re- 
proveth them ſaying:, [» ating everic one takes his owne , ©0.xr. 
ſupper before , and one is hungrie , and another drunken, hat 21. 
have yee not houſes ta cate , and drinkein ? He would 
not have them come to Church to ſatiſfye hunger ; he 
doth not reprove the for ſitting at the Lords ſupper, bue 
for making a mealc before it,and together wich ic:which 
was a reaſon, why the time was changed, and appointed 
| tobe before men goe home to dinner. If any may 
bungey let him eate at home : then he addeth, and the reft Veil34. 
i Will ſet in order When I come : that is, other marrers, this 
iS alrcady ordered: whence it appeares, that in ihe Apo- 
files time, it was received fitting or ſtanding,as a ſupper 
is reccived and uſually caten. And veric reaſon doth 
manifeſt that this order could not ſodainly be changed 
but by degrees, and as ſuperſtirion,errour,& ignorance 
increaſed. Chrift, that inſtituted this Sacrament , did 
it to confirme and ſtrengthen our faith; and ro make us 
ſhew the Lords death , & the benefit thereof to our owne 
ſoules,and others. Thisis beſt performed by medita- 
| ting, that as the bread is broken for us , and givento us, 
| ſo was Chriſt , thatas it feedes; and faves our bodies 
' fromperiſhing ; ſo doth Chriſt our ſoules ; thatas his 
| promiſe is to fave all that beleeve in him, receive, and 
| feed on thoſe promiſes, ſo he ordained this Sacrament 
| = ligne, and ſcale of the ſame to every true beleever, 
; to whom in particular it is given , and applicd. His 
new covenantisto * Write his law in our khearts,that wee « jer.;1.3; 
' May, by yertue of that covenantin his blood , walke jn | 
his waics ; and for what is paſt to remember our ſins no ' 


ore: and each man takes the Sacrament as an aſſurance 
| TS thereof, 


Num 9 ,z. 
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thereof, to his owne ſoule, that groancs under the bur- 
then of them. The Sacrament is beſt received, when 


wee mind and belceve theſe , and the like things, and . 


hunger and thirſt for them : therefore there is no more 
need of kneeling in the atof receiving |, then in hea 
ring the ſame offered inthe word preached. ; nor in- 
deed ſo mach Praier on our knees is neceſfaric before 
receiving that wee may bee prepared , and receive ac- 
cordinglie ; and after receiving to ſhew all humble 
thankfulnes : butin giveing us this Sacrament, at his 
table, the Lord woul 

Lord or Prince,doth to a poore mi, when he calls him 
to his table: he requires him not to come, & cate knee- 
ling : for thatis notan aQtion fitting the intended fa- 
vour, nor the a& of eating a ſupper. Iristhe beſt part 
of manners to be ordered by himzas the gueſts were thar 
were firſt ſet. In ſtanding , or fitting he may behave 
himſelf reverently , as they doe that ſo receive in the 
reformed Churches. 

If any do yet replie,it is better for men to command 
Kneeling in receiving the Sacrament, though the Apa. 
ſtles,and others in their time , received irfitting ; that is 
to infer, that the like may be commanded, that the wits 
nefſes ſhall kneele while a child is baptiſed ., or ſprinc- 
kled tharthe Kings, & Preiſts of Ifraetmight have com- 


manded the like ; as moſt neceflary in circumciſion, 


and in cating the Paſchal-lambe , ihat is, that all ſhould 
eare it kneeling : forthe eating of the Lambe before 
Chriſts death , was in place of this Sacrament : but this 
they could not doe : for God faith of the Paſſeover: 
according to all the rites of it and accordivg to all the ceremo- 
nies thereof, ſhall yee keepe it, Not with others , much 
lefſe with contrarie, It may be,that the ſtriking of the 
doote poſts with blood , was not afterſo neceflary ; nor 

| perhaps, 


ſhew usa great favour, as a greats 
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(rs) 
perhaps, the eating of it in haſt , and wi th ſaves intheir 
hands ; becauſe the Angel had then paſt their houſes, 

and the journey into Canaan was paſt : but the reſt of 
the ceremonies mentioned, verſ. 12, were fo remaine. 
No man might preſume to change them. No more iin- 
deed may any do theſe, fave in ſuch as doe not neceſla- 
rily belong to the receiving of the Sacrament, asthat 
there ſhould be a Paſchal-lambe earen at the ſame ime, 

that it ſhould be at a ſupper time , when men makea 

meale,and not rather before dinner : the Apoſtle chan- 

ged one, thatit ſhould not be een when men eace a 
meale, or for hanger, and the other was changed upon 
the ame, or like reaſon, But this of the geſture can- 
not ſo well be changed, much leſſe to one lo contrary,as 
that of kneeling, The example of Chriſt, and his A- 
poſtles have the force of a precept , that it ſhould be 
earcn afer the manner ofa ſupper; and the greateſt dif- 
ferenceand contrarietie of geſture that can be in ſuch an 
ation,is that betweene ſiting and kneeling , which of 
all others is fartheſt from that uſed in the inſtitution 


| and time of the Apoſtles, and therefore muſt needes be 


diſplealing tro God, the rather becauſe it hath beene 1n- 
vented, impoſed,and praftiſed by idolatrous Papiſts. 

Ic is the neceſſitie of conformitie impoſed upon Mi- 
niſters that furniſheth them with argumeats to the con- 
trarie, You will fay , many in the primitive Church 
This cannot properly be called a 
change, becauſe men do oft cate ſtanding ; and it is like- 
ly that when Chriſt , & after his aſcenſiqn the Apoſtles, 
gave the bread, ſome might receive it ftanding. Beſides 
the convenicncie pleades for the geſture, For when as 
in Diepe,and Paris,and ſome other Churches of France, 
there be about 4000 ro communicate at a time , thirtie 
or fortic of them come one behind an other toward the 
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4 Fide of the table, where the firſt three or fower, ſtanding 
At ſtill, receive, and then paſſing forward give way to the 
S next three, till all bee ſerved ;z "whereas if all ſhould far, 
J and riſe by companies, it wouldaſkea far _ time. 
Befides, this is a reverent geſture, anda lawfull, and an 

. indifferent meane betweene fitting, and kneeling. Some 
ovjeft.  anſwer,there cannot bee'too much reverence in ſuch an 
Anſy, ation , therefore kneeling is beſt. + The ſame reaſon 
holds as well for the Sacrament of baptiſme , and the 

word preached , that witneſſes, who anſwer for achild 

ſhould kneele when it is ſprinkled ; that men of age, 

baptiſed in the primative ages , ſhould have kneeled 

while they were ſprinckled or dipped ; that all ſhould 
kneeleal the while the word is preached, beeauſe there- 

in God ſpeakes unto us;, and plainely manifeſts his eter- 

nall wiſdome, power, and grace ; whereas in the Sacra- 

ments thoſe things are only taught us by ſignc, and 

ſcales. | 

%H ObjeR. It is objeRed, that they are commonly -prentiſcs, aud 

arc, Peopleof thelkaſt knowledge, who refuſe to kneele, 
-- : Anſw. Many that had as little knowledge,and could as 

; ill give a teaſon of their faith ,-were Martyrs in Queene 
Maries daies, Howſoever they have lefle knowledge 

in this poiat, though they be Biſhops and DoQtors who 
Plot: my. Piayntaine that kneeling may be impoſed , as moſt fit. 
fieieof) ting inthisaction, For it was Pope Honerivs the third 
iniquitie, thatfirſt ordained kneeling at the Sacrament , about the 
4%" ' yeare 1220 when a little before the doarine of tranſub- 
* » ſtantiatio,derermined in the Councell of Lateran,in the 
time of his predeceſſor 7nnocenr the third: and then in 
8. I the yeare 1264 , that feaſt was ordained by Yyban the 
vit. Honor, fourth , which Papiſtscall Gods daie, or Corpus Chrift, 
3-Anzor, With them the” greateſt in the yeare. , when withall 


pompe, and ceremonie the breads caried in —_—_ 
| an 
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and adored of all. Thence it followed that men ought 
to kneele before it. And that this. ceremonie was held 
neceflarie, as alſo bowing tothe Altar : both which 
might bee uſed by ſome, inan ignorant, and officious 
devotion,before the time of #onoriwe , but ratified,and. 
received, by all the Weſterne Churches,it could not bee, 
till the Pope had power,and champions to mainiaine.it. 
Thfſe werethe locuſts, the Regulars. inocen: the third. 
confirmed the order of Friars ,' whoſe head was Francs, 
ſo famous for lying wonders ; and Honorizs the third, 
that of the preachers, whoſe head was Dominick, canoni- 
zed for a faint by the following Pope Gregorie the 9, 
theſe ſtouly maintained the cauſe againſt the Waldenſes, 

and Albigenſes , whileſt theſe popes were bulic in ſen- 

ding Kings to conquer /er»ſal/em , and perſecuting-the 

Emperours , king lobn of England , and other Princes, 

Such was the religion of thoſetimes,& the ages next be- 


fore;for as one obſerves,1f rhe Biſhops of Rome ſent into any Pleſſis my. 
countvie , it Was not principally to preath ihe Goſpel , but to ftcrieini- 


broach their oVone ceremonies,their ſingings , their ſervice in 
latine, hawres,organs, Altars tapers, c. ſtirring up Prinses to 
enforce their obiefts ro uſe and practiſe them , Who would 
faine have kept themſelves. to the firſt inflation of the. 
Church in the puritic of the Goſpel. Andas he obſerveth, 
the worſer ſort of men are moit Jealous in ſuch things to ſha- 
dow,and obſcure their evill afts, and indeed:to ſerve them 
in ſteade of the Religion which Chriſt ordained: there- 
fore though they negleRed and contemned found doc- 
trine, true faith, knowledge , zcale, and the like graces, 
yet they would build ſtately Temples, bow to the Altar 
and to the bread, which is called. the body of Chrift,and 
thinke they did God the better ſervice, - | 
I will not ſay that thoſe Engliſh Biſhops,and Doctors, 
who had hand in the reformation , and ordained knee- 
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king at the receiving of the bread and wine, did beleeve . 


tranſubRantiation;or conſubſtantiatis, or teach men to 
doc honour to thoſe elemetrs;becauſe they are called the 
body,and blood ſacramentally:it may be it was rather to 
draw Papiſts the ſooner to Church, that this, and other 
Romiſh rites were retained ; as alſo becauſe this had 
| beene {o long uſed;itiall the world, they thoughtit too 
much as once to fall from kneeling;/io fitting, thinking 
that if they ſhould, ignorant Papiſts, of which the land 
was then peopled, would never bee drawen to Church, 
or to hearken to thE, in other things , when having once 
laid theſe things for Rules; like the Lutherans in their 
tenets , they can heare nothing tothe contrarie, but 
aboveall , becauſe they knew the office of a Dioceſſan 
Biſhop,could not ſubſiſt , in theſe daies of reformation, 
without maintaining them againſt all oppoſers of tradi- 
tions, and humane inventions. 1 know that as yet there 
isno publick conſtitution , teaching plainly that reve- 
rence oughtto be done+to the Elements , becauſe they 
are called the body,and blood of Chriſt : but if they that 
ſtand ſo much for kneeling at the Sacrament have not 
ſome ſuch ſuperſtition in it, why doe they bow roward 
the Altar or table, rather then toward the pulpir , or 
{ome other lide of the Church ,'ſceing God is every 
where, and on all ſides of us ? And why elſe doe they 
begin to ere Altars , at the eaſt end of the quier in 
Churches, where there have beene none ſince poperic 
was aboliſhed ? Theſe Popiſh ceremonies ſhould alſo 
| have beeneabandoned , to ſh:w plainly , that they doe 
notfayourſ uperltition,and the worſhip of bread. 
They vainly fay it argues too much boldnes , to firor 
ſtandat the table of the Lord : forit is a far greater pre- 
ſumption,to uſe, and ordainea ceremonie, to contrarie 
ro the inſtitution , -and praiſe of the Charch in the 
| Apoſtcls 
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Apoſtles time. _ The greateſt reverence weecan doe ts 

God,is to ſtick cloſe to his ordinances,to obey andlove 
them;and the | <2rIY preſumption to thinkeany thing 

can be better deviſed , performed, and: pratiſed then it 

was in his inftitution , with the Papiſts they doe bat 

mock God with a name of greater reverence:," whileſt 

they withſtand that of the inſtitution , and command 

another geſture, that is fartheſt from it. God is a ſpirit, 

and they that Worſhip him , mmw## Worſhip him in ſpirit and 

1rsib : In belecving and following his word , and ordi- , , , 
nances,as Paul worſhipped the God of his fathers, who de< a8. :4.14 
livered this ordinance, ſo as he received #t of the Lord:and *: Cort 
not as they did whole feare toward God was taught by 

the precepts of mE,they worſhipped himin vaine;he re- 

gards not theirkneeling, It is not enough for preachers 

to ſay wee preach , and urge them, becauſe our Princes; 

and Biſhops have commaunded them,for he will anſwer 

Who required theſe things at your hands ? which doe but 1, ,;, 
open a gap for Kings, and Prelates to commaund what - 
they liſt. Hence came that* order of King James, that » zerges 
men ſhould not in pulpits: confute poperie in things: bat abour - 
controverted, but leave that'to the Biſhops,and Deanes: a 
and that which ſucceded; that Miniſters ſhould not in 
the Vaiverlities, pulpitsand print ,.diſpurte , preach, of 
write againſt Arminieniſme: :  they/thatiperfwade'a 
King;that he may doe this /,-ſtrive-in'effet ro make 'a 
Pope of him. And laſtly thence comes the great do- 
mineering,and ſtrange injun&ions of prelates in their 
viſfitations, that none muſt dare to ſpeake againſt any of 
their orders or ceremonies whatſoever; unleshe longro: 
be ſilenced, & reckoned a mad fellow : thence comes the: : 
extreame flatterie of their Agents and Chaplaines who - uy w—_ 
begin to preach thus, Au&oritas pr ecipientis,eft ratis pre-' op of Lon- 
cepti , and no man' confiders rhat thus' the Churchof RS 
C 4 Rome - - - + 
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* Rome grewtoanunlimired; and licentious power; that 
fucharethe naturall fruits of the hierarchic , and they = 


muſt needes grow worſe;and worſe, 


” In thoſe reformed Churches where men fit , they: 


come to the table moreprepared, with more knowledge, 
feare,reverence,;andcircumſpeRion then ſuch men:they 


Kev: 2-29 dare not admit a notorious drunkard, Adulterer, Armi- 


nian, or thelike, norany perſon utterly unknowne, be- 


x. Cor.g.6 Cauſc it tendeth to corruption , For 4 lirle Jeaven ; leave- 


neth the whole lumpe © Whereas in Eoglandall that will 
may come bodly : even in rhe Cathedrall Church in 
Lendon, They that receive are utterly unknowne'to! 
them that adminiſter : no man'examines them,nor teſti- 
ficth for them; they may be Arminians, excommunicate, 


prophanc, or Church-papiſts', for onght that any man 
there knowes: they looke after no religion but this, that 
he kneele at the Sactament;which'if he doe butobſerve,: 
be his life , or religion what it will , he may come: 


boldly. 1-4 

Notwithſtanding all theſe things , many ſay, ſo lon 
as the Goſpel may be;and is freely preached, why ſhoul 
wee troublea Church, orleaveit , our places , and 
meanes for” ſach faults and' ordinances ?' 'Marke how 
God hath ſuffered theſe men to be puniſhed , and decei- 
ved>the Goſpel is there freely preached , by them that 
will necds preach ſo; -butnor by the care of the Biſhops, 
nor yet in all points, much lcfic in allplaces; Miniſters 
are called upon to urge theſe 'ordinances of men,.yet'in 
the meane ,- they are not:{uffered to preach Gods ordi- 


nance,the Elderſhip ; nor yet againſt CArminien;ſme. It 


is true, that after the prohibition, the Parliament imme- 
diately ſucceeding/, many couragiouſly preached againſt 
EArminianiſme , and ſo doe ſome to this day : but not in 


the Coutt,nor inthe Yaiverſitic ; muchicilc before the, 


Biſhops, 


— 
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Biſhops .,. who aro ſtill againſt ſuch and have troubled 
many in the univerſitie JES, ,; andel/cwhere. Fe NO 
they reſt heere : the fruire of the Hierarchie,, that is not 


4 


a tree of Gods planting, muſt aeedes grow worle 


Iv ; 
0 3 
worſe : which ſhewes it concernes the faith it {elf ro 


have the hierarchic aboliſhed, ,_ | _ ek 
All which things conſidered doc manifeſt , that their 
pretended devotion in'commanding 'to knecle at the 
Sacrament, isbut like that of ſigning children with the 
ſigne of the Crofle, wherein they ſtraine at a gnatand 
ſwallow a Camel , God. muſt necedes regard their knee- 
ling vezie litle (as that of the.Papiſts , who exccedein 
that,and all other humble, and deyoutgeſtures) becauſe 
they are not better, or more obedient Chriſtians , they 
doe-not more feare God , nor indeed ſo much as Prote- 
ſtagts, that kacelEnot when they receive. For they or- 
dainc that men ſhould bow. the knee , ſo oft as they 
- heare the name Iclus mentioned in the Church, which 
they doe not at any other name of God , nor when 
Ruffins ſweare by it, as alſo that all ſhould kneele at the 
Sacrament. But whata mockerie is.this , while in the 
meanc, with the Papiſts, they themſelyes neither bow 
to the word,and ordinances of God , nor conſequently 
to Chriſt Ieſus who is the word,nor ſuffer others that 
would,in ſuch proofes of Scripture, as prove that there 


Tok. x52. 


ht to be* Elders in every flock to govern the ſame, « a@.,4. 


noſuch Lords of Gods heritage, as Dioceſſan Biſhops: * 


ao ſach cdiQts againſt confutation of A minians,norno., 


3. 
Aas. 20. 
7.28. 


ſuch traditions, canons , ſet faſts as makethe word of Tic.r.;. 


none effeR. It is truce that the Lent faſt is very ancient: 
but ſo is the myſteric of iniquitic , the Popes uſurped 
primacie, & dominion, SPE BAny ear parts of Romiſh 
ſaperſtition , and crrour - that Engliſh Biſhops doe not 


afficme plaigly,that it ought to be obſerved,a5 an or- 
"oY OR : —_ D _ "dinanc 
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ance of God, Gppnpinns fates aErevertmiie, 
becauſeir is ar ordinance of the Church :-bur they ſo 
hover about it ,* that men feare it will come to thar,if 

their dominion ſtand. | 
* Asto this reaſon that Chriſt faſted fortie dayes ; they 


- 


mighw well tel us , becauſe he walked on the water, or 
ſi 


Mered' for ſinners : fo therefore ſhould wee; And 
what a mockerie is it to make this time of the yeare, the 
time of repentance and mortification , when thatis not 


to be put off till Lent, buris due at all times of the yeare, 


2s mens'ſoules; by reaſon of daylic'ſins,doe oft Rand in 
need of bodily faſting; and humiliation, the betrer to fit 
them for praier ? Or ifit were neceſſarie, whata mocke- 
ric is it to 'ordaine abſtinence from all fleſh, when men 
have libertie to cate the daintieſt fiſh, and other delicares 
uſed in fiſh'dinners,banquets,and feaſts,and that as much, 
and as oft 4s they lift ? - And if the Prelates themſelves 
did notufe ir, they would not be fo fat and-luſticasthey 
are, * They make great feaſts at' their conſecration in 
Lent.. | veg 
But,fay they , it makes much for the increaſe of cartel, 
that the ſubject may have .thenr in more' plentie , and 
betrer cheape. TI could fay}, this might be much better 
effe&ed by forbidding many great, and-\uperfluous feaſts 
as was partly practiſed in that dearth 1630;but I anſwer, 
They might as well tell us \, thatthe'great feaſts uſed in 
the twelve 'daics,and at other feſtival} times cauſe'plenty, 
and cheapnes,as Lent, which coſts men morein fiſh, For 


— who ſees not that both the one, and'the other make all 


things the dearer ? That when they approach all men 
ſtriving to ſtore rhejr honſes-with flcſhand'fiſhi-the mar-. 
ketsare'raiſed to that extreinitie, that mens'purſcs finds 
dearth in the midft of plentie,” BurcherS'and Poulterers 
pay deerefor* their licences: ; whith makes: all extreaute 
DI b | deere 
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deere to ſuch pgore, and ſick , or weakeperſons,as muft 
needs cate: fome fleſh;and Lent ended, people buy ; as if 
they had never caten fleſh before.,, which makes it want 
for.no price. Beſides, how many; thouſands are there, 
who arc not ſick, and yet of {uch weake conſtitutions, 
that oy: cannot _liye fix weekes, wikhout, eating forthe 
fleſh?; all theſe muſt necdes abſtaine to their hurt;/or bee 
reckoned Rebels, and vexcd by promoters .,/:reſembling 


them of the Inquiſition, . 61 3A) ad * 43* £34 1 3 
Burt fiſhing and ſhipping wopld otherwiſe decay.;This 


were fomewhar if they bad bene ,.or. were liketo'be, 


uſed in the defence of: Religion. . ; or againſt therenimies 
thereof ,-and not againſt ſuch as the Rochellers, but how- 
ſoever,ifmen. were free to-cate filh, when they liQ,they 
would.deſirc it\more _; if Sor De 7 wh orher 
countries, where ſuch freedome is, Or if there-werebut 
one ox two daies inaweeke ,as wedneſday, faterday or - 
both, wherein it were prohibited toall undergreat pe- 
valies,fick perſons.excepted i, And eſpeciallic to Tahbol- 
ders; Alchouſes,.Vininers, Gookes,audV.iQuallers, thar 
none ſhould drefle, os ſel] deefledapy fleſh,anthat day; 
on paine of haying his houſp ſhuz.op ,- andpaying.ſome 
great fine, all thorow-fare., and maxket rownes, would 
ſtrive to be furniſhed with fiſh; for thoſe daies andchere 
would be mere-fiſhiog,andfiſhipers inthe land;in one 
yeare,then now ng Strom ens 
common hw.and bur. fora day: ortwo.inaweeke:, 


not impoſed asa faſt, would be no bunhers: . 390.70 0 - 


dominioniok the Pxglates; 4 :an&qbletvationi of, other 
th eir:gadizions,and/cexemenics..: J mightan{wenhdr 
the way to-haye lawes oblgeryed, is tocommaund things 


reaſpnableandagzeeableirq:Gous word; & faehob may- * © + 
weithog; byrt-be obſerves c1thipgyburhentometto ire © 


BD . purpoſe 


Quarrels 
ot Paul.s. 
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2, Thefi. 2. 


Ip. 29-73, 


' Mat, 15.84. ſi 
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Putpole', ares little tegarded': That Minifters: of the 


Goſpel ſhould rather the law-of Chrift , that 
faſts;and almes , oughtto be voluntarie, or obtained by 
the word preached, for private humiliation or publick, 
beingcommanded by'/ amhboritic , when there is a pu- 
blick calamitie ; or fome great enterpriſe' in hatd/; fhee- 
ding ſuch hamiliation to obtaine the aſſiſtance of God, 


and thus only-arethey uſed inthe reformed Churches; . 
ts, chernipan Eimnmpie SGr00 


but in this and the like 
in a hyſtorie worthy ourobſervation, 
-- Theftate of Luca ,* finding'many 


ged their Religion and retired into pr 
publiſhed an Edi; forbidding all their ſubjects to have 


commerce with ſachperſons : 7he Popz, that could not 


diſliketheirittent;; ſaid, 7he Repibliethad no amthoritie 
#0 niake ſuel-ay drdinance-,' Which ronthed Religion, for as 
wurh as the liirques have not wer 18 decree bs matters 
f Religion, although the law be in _ thiresf, therefore he 
ermanded it 10.bt racedout of their" Records. 'If the Pope 
Kid this of States; *and hawes helping and mainmaining 
his Religion; /haw much” more” may God fay ir of 


Dioccflan Biſhops, Councels, States,/andalach their 
_ Canons', and Edits , aghelpe'the dominion of - 


Antichtift; nouriſh ſuperſtivion, errour; and ignorance, 


#rcagaint'Chriſts Kingdome;andordinarices/orinany. 
particular: make'the&word'6f' none effea? whence it 


muſt-needesfollow”; thar becauſe they; like the Church 
of Rome, received not the love'of the'truth' in theſe 
things ;'therefore God muſt *needes give/them'over to 


belceveliesiniother poities : and becauſein theſe things | 
their feate-roward God: is taught” by'thexradirions of 


men; therefore the wifdome- of their wifemen muſt 
needes decay, and'periſh.. A proofe whereof wee-have 
cence in the Appeater pow B.of Chicheſter, Dr. Jackſon 


| and 


| 
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afd othersuftified ia their exrours , by. the teward they: 
obtayned.for them; as alſo in their approved friend.the 
Biſhop,of London, who , befdes the ereing of Altars. 
and Images, hath not ſhamed to urge the Edie, forbid+ 
ding to/write, diſpute, or preach againſt the L4H minians.. 
Andrto-put Mr. Davis by the leQure at Chriſts Church, 
becauſe he would not ſubſcribe to this , that in bapriſme 
orgiuall fin is Wholie taken away in- all Infants baptiſed : - 
Which isas much asto ſay., that the Sacraments confer. ' 
grace ex-opere operais, & to overthrow-all that the Serip- 
tures ſay of Gods eternall cleion. of ſome, and leaving, 
of others.. Ir is true that when. the pariſh beſoughe the 
Biſhop, . to admit Mr. Davis, anſwer was made, he had. 
not ſatiſfyed-his-poſer in that point of baptifme; where. 
enc may, ſee ,, that whereas ſome ſay , there mult bee 
Biſhops toric ſuch as would be admitted to cures; os 
leQures, this is bat a mockeric. , the Biſhops ſtand like - 
great. Andirens in a chimney., which only ſcrve fos.: 
pompe, and ſhew., all the burthen lies on the creepers 
their Chaplaines : which-worke might be better, and 
more: uncorruptly performed by. three or: fower. 
learned Miniſters, dwelling neerc the pariſh, and being, . 
ſuch as doc the worke of Chriſt in their owne charges. 

For: though the [Biſhops have, not yet+put- that, to. 
every one which, was. pw to Mr.., Davis /;.. certainly if. 
their #ierorchie ſtand, the power therof mult needes in- 
creaſe, till they force all to ſubſcribe tothele.,, or worſe” 
things, or ſuffer themaſclyes to bee filenced.. And how.. 

ronedivinesare to follow, and flatter them, is-magifeſt. 
in this B,of Londop,who being in-high favour, mighty, 
and able to reward whom he liſt, is flattered and humoy.- 
red like a;Pope by the Biſhops;,Prelates, and Preachers, .. 
And becauſe . be is:in ſuch honour ,, and-authoritie;. 


therefore. its held great preſumption, 10 tal $4 P3MPSs 
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_ Tioh anything he doth -- the Prelzres that are beſt af- 


fetedUare fot , "leſt 'they ſhould-be counted captious, 
envious and' faQtious puritanes : ordinary Miniſters are 
over-awed'by his power: And' yet becauſe ſome have 


adventuredit , heſhamed-not openly-to complaine of = 


them ro the K3»9, irvhis laſt fermion on that texrof Tere- 

mie, Srandye inthe waits PI Andfirſt to'infer 
that the Lent faſt may' be called the old and good way: 
thatyctmanicareſo boldas to ſay,wee wil nor walke in ir. 

Thar difobedience"to! God's commonly* accompanied 
with'diſobedience' tro the King*; and diſobedience to 
the King, with diſobedience'to God ,' which is-true, but 
not as he meant it, that they that doe not obey the Pre- 
lates in ſuch things are difobedient to God-; and the 
King. For if Prelates bind heavie burthens on men, and 
ſttiveto mike them-ſubſcribe'to errour , Wherher it be 
right inthe ſight of God 1a hearken unto them more then unto 
God judge ge -Againehe inferred from'his text'!/ that if 
Kings doe notdefendthe Church, God juſtly ſaffers the 
people to diſobey them '7 which is true/, if you take it'of 
ſuch©Church 'Governours*, and" ordinances/as' Chrift 
ordained; bur'not as the Biſhop meant it- , of Engliſh 
Biſhops,and their power, conſtiturious, Rites, and'cere- 
monies.as if he, anda few ſuch Prelates as himſelfiwere 
the Church of Chiift, making ir a.greir'greivanice ; that 
any ſtiffered to write”, 'of preach againit their practiſes 


g /*hit"he i tinch* for the authoritie of 


Kings, obedietce to thetrr;atidagiivſt che Uiſobedicnce 
of ſubjeas*, which deRrine he preſfednoragitiftrhy 
"292546 | TA 5 Papiſts, 


(2+) 

Papiſts , whom he ſcarce named inhisſermon; ſo far is 
he from the old way of Proteſtant preaching;but againſt 
ſuch as he eſteemes puritans , and in ſuch-caſes, as were. 
agitated the laſtParliament; alſo in prohibitions forbid=. 
ding the convincing of the prelacie , - ortheir govern- 
ment,traditions,and ceremonies, _L/minianiſme, or any: 
other points of revived Pelagianifme, or poperie, &asan 
cnemie of calling Parliaments, & of other procecdings 
in ſuch caſes, That he ſaid that this was a fit ſubje& 
for the court : for there neyer was diſobedienceabroad, 
but there was a Conrt conventicleat home, which was the 
head,or cauſe of it , ſtrikingat them, Whoas he ſaid, 
as well in State policie , as in matter of Religion; find 
- Out new waics,and will not walke in the old, and good 
pathes : which was not ſo true oftkem ,, againſt whony 
be intended it, as of his boſomefreind the late Duke, of 
Bus : or of himſelf and hisfaQion, as-the ſequell wil-ma-: 
nifeſt : and namely,that they-have-traduced ; and 'wre- 
ſted the moſt honeſt counſailes, and indeavoursof the 
moſt noble Counſellours and wiſeſt Parliaments,under 
pretences of maintaining the prerogative , a trickthat' 


they have rather learned of Davss in theComedie;thens * | 


of Chriſt in the Goſpel , -orif of any inthe Scriptures; 


then of proud Hamay, who , for his hate to CAfordecat,. qu , 7, 


faid unto the King touching the Iewes , It is n02 for: 
the Kings pr ofitto ſuffer thz,or of the high Preifts;Scribes, 
and Phariſes', - who with prevaricating devices 'would 
prove Chriſt , and his Diſciples ,-that convinced them 
of errour, and malice tobee. enemiesof Cxſar , and 
ſuch as forbad tribure. 3535 

In the'primitive Church, when Chriſtians: talked of } 


the Kingdom of Chriſt and the comming thereofin <e.,:_ | 


freepower,, and uſe of the Goſpel-,-and ordinances of ' 
Chriſt , their enemies perfwaded the Emperours /,/ that 
| D 4 this, 


 *(0) 
this doQrine endangeted the Imperiall govetnment,the 

taking of the Empire from him, and was againſt his pre- 

rogative. - So-ayhen any-ralke of the reſtoring of Chriſts 
Kingdome, and'ordinances inthe government of Paro- 

-* Oc El. \iGhiall'* Biſhops, and of the aboliſhing of Dioceflan and 
des. "Provincial Biſhops, and their unprofitable traditions 


and ceremonies; - the EngliſhPrelates ſay, this endangers 


the Regall-authority, :and is againſt the-Kings preroga- 
tive,and government ; yea that isto: refaſe the 8/4 po 
the good-way of God, and their King, and impudently 
fay, non ambulabimu in ea, 'weewillnot walke in it ; as 
the Biſhop -iaferred on that text, Which indeed may ra-: 
ther be aid-of the Biſhops themſelves, and their defen- 
ders; forthough one ;prove never ſo plainly, that the 
government of Dzoceſſan Biſhops, though as old as the 
pretended primacy and uſurpations of CLtichrif, is but 
anew way, and very pernicious tothe kingdome, and 
people of Chriſt, -and to the honour, peace, and happi- 
nefle of that King and kingdome that maiantaines it;and 
further that the government by the common counſel! 
>" eh s- he __ Presbyters,and _ _ oy pu «ney hr 
*25-22 of the congregation, is the old, an way 
OT beſt for hs Clinechend ſervice ; and likewiſe that the 


x Cor.5 4. convincing of Pelagianiſme and Popery, defending of 


Fo * the truth, contending carneſtly for the faith, that was 


ancedclivered to the Saints, and walking in the light 
thereof, are the old paths, the way, bee they pro-. 
ved neverſoold, never ſo - the Prelates and their, 
pertakers, doc but geere and ſcoffe at them, and further 
arcſo impudent as to ſay, vor ambulabimes in ea,me will 
rot walkin it. Their manifeſt hating & perſecuting ſuch 
as ſhew them theſe old paths, this good way doe luffici- 
ently proveir, Iudge then, Chriſtian Reader, if the Bi- 


* 1c, 6:26 {hop hayc not abuſed his* text, and that Princely, and. 


mot 
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moſt honoured audience ? Is ſucha man fit to-governe 
andorder one of thoſe two fountaines of learning, .and 
nurſeries of Divities, the Vniverlity wherof he is Chan.. 
cclour, and moſt of the affaires of Religion in- his Mas. ; 
jeſties dominions,as a-Pope of thoſe Kingdomes ? or tg. 
be the ſpirituall guide of Princes, and Councellors, who/ 
onely befides the Biſhops, bearcall the ſway in matters" 
of Religion? How1s it poſlible that they ſhould be well 
informed by ſuch-Prelates, or their partakers? And yer 
God knowes, and we ſce it plainly, they will heare no 
others : no not though it be manifeſtly proved,that the 
Prelatesareas deafe and obſtinate in theſe points, asthe 
Pope, Cardinals, and leſuites arc in theſe points, andin 
others. Neitherlet any man thinke it ſtrange, that theſe 
ſhall be compared to them of the Church of Rome.For 
the Biſhop of Rome, and his Clarkes,thatare now:-cor- 
rupt in'the ſuperlative degree, were not ſo bad inthe. 
daycs of the firſt Chriſtian Emperours : but beginning 
then to-make the word of God of none effec by their 
traditions, power, and ceremonies, they grew worſe 

and worſe: and fo have our Engliſh Biſhops, who follow 

ey -apace. Scean inſtance in the worſt fort of Pa-, 

piſts. | or 
Thelcſuites being baniſhed for their praQtices out of 

the State of Veniceat Padua, were found enp cnet 


of a certaine writing of 18. Rules, under this title, Regs- Þ+*-?- 94 


te aliquot ſervande, ut cum orchodoxa. Eccleſia: were ſewtia-. | 
ws. Ceriaine rules to be obſerved, that With the orthodoxall 
Church We may judge, or hold aright.. Inthe- third it. is or-, | 
dained that menſhould beleevethe Hierarchical Church, / 
although it tell us thatthat is blacke, which our eycjud-- 
grikieg bee white, Would not the Biſhops have us be-, 
eye the Hicrarchicall Church of England, when. [it 
Gith of the Presbyterall government, . that it.is Gs 
£* > | E __ whicit 
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. which our-eye/judgerh to bewhics? And of the other- 
: Ade, of their owne dominion; and-traditions, ſo. con- 
| erary-untd Chriſts, that theyate white, which our eyes. 
ſee to be black? Inthe ſeventeenth, eye 5 4 preſiy ip< 
Hon to rake heed how men prefi dr minicare tvo much rhe grave 
| 4. Doe not the Arminian- Prelates teach us the - 
me leſſon 2? Biſhops were tioeſd eorrapt, orblinde, in 
Queene E/ruberhs dayes they had not this art: burſes- 
| ing ther and authority hath no'reotin Chriſtthe. 
9” Truth, it is not of God, bur of mE,they eahnor but grow. 
: worſe and worle, They thatthinke it ſtrange that Tn 
lf Biſhops ſhould be Teſuired, muſt yet confeſle, that 
thath beene affirmedoft the late Duke 6f-Buck?r and. 
ſome others of their abettors,ſapporters, and confede- 
rates.” Howſoever we may ſee, that theſeand. ihe like. 
_ ate the fruits of maintaining their government; ceremo- 
nies, and rm ys as thelight of Gods-rruth All. 
| theſe; and- divers other eortupttons/in religion, «and: 
miſthiefesin'the State, are crept in, and covered utider. 
the Crraime of Church power, if nvatter of order,deeency, 
and things indifferent - And if they be till maintained, 
ms abominations muſt needs folloyy : things eamnor 
wt grow.worſe and worſe, both in Clergyand people: 
ignorance anderrour muſt needs be theteby more: and. 
| more ingendred and propagated. 
Pos *For they ſee well enough, that many are ſoobſervant- 
' eftheſe traditions and ceremonies; thar they dwell in 
thtm;they ſerverhetn foran'entire Religion, of a cloak 
of ofie, and of mocking, and petſeruting of profefiors: 
they have little or none befides no love to the preach-. 
ingand hearing of Gods moſt holy word, wherby faith, 
knowledge; repentance, humility, and other graces are 
wrought inthe foule; but like many fimple;and'igno- 
rant. Women; that will nceds-weare kerehers at _ 
Fen: | Pay 


E. 


| « (81) 
churching,and yet in theafternoone, or ſaone after;ron , 
to phayes and alehouſes : they are very obſervant of ſuch ! 
ordinances, and yet feldome come to a Sermon, and 
ſearce once yeare to the Communion. And theſtand 
©thersare not ordinances,and ceremonies {a innocent; 


; 
p; 


indifferent, and profitable, as ſome would make themn, ! 


Yea therefore it is but a meere mockery and delufion; 
te ſay, that though they be in themſclves indiffexent, yet 
being com by authority, they become neceſſary; 
and men ought to be conformable, not onely that they 
may hold their Miniſtery, and doe good in it, but even 
for conſcience ſake. For r. the Article faith, They way 


be changed according t times, and mens mouners ;; but the © 


times,and mens manners, who now make a religion of 
them, and a cloake of perſecution, do require that:they 
Hould be- chan ad 

to bee changedand aboliſhed. '2. What a gappe dae 
they hereby open for authority to. impoſe what it lift, 
and to have it received by the ſame argument, thengh 
ſuperſtitious, and hurtfull co-the kingdome, in the free 
power of the word preached? which is tq abuſe Princes 
and Synods, and to infer they may-impolc, maintaine, 
andincreaſe ordinancesand ceremonies, that thus-make 
the wordofnone effect, For grant that. they may imy 
= e theſe, and it followes, they may impoſe others as 


urtfull.. Yet ſome are not aſhamed to preach and write | 
olo#.2.8 


muchin the defence of them : but-this is «fer the tradi: 


FOns of men, afiev the rudiments of this World, apd not after 2 Cor.q. 
ChriF, to corruptthe earch, and preach themſelyes, not - 
the higher AQ.ng.10. 


the Goſpell;; when they ſhould moms; "1p 
powersin minde of that, Why tewnps ye God, to put 4 yooke 
wpon the necke of the Diſciples, Which neither aur » ny 
we are able to brare? wherein they are the lefſe excylable, 
that they doe not pretend Pe/trs chaire, er that 3beir 
Church cannot crre, E2 All 


aboliſhed, therefore they qught / 


—_— 
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is a a 
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(32) 
» All which Turge, notto drivemen. to helplefſe ops 
poſition now;much lefle to ſeparation; but to perſwade 
all to ſecke and pray for an effeQuall reformation, , For 
can theſe things becomeneceflary & pleaſing to God, be- 
ing comanded by authority,which thus make the word 
& ordinancesof God of noneeffec, & are an unneceſlary 


+ Cor, 14. Edifying ? Indeed the Apoſtle faith, Ler a// things be done 


6: : unto edifying, Bat theſe things as you have ſcene, dog 
| 7 not cdifie,but hinder the free preaching:of the Goſpell 


Es | in divers partteulars,as alſo diligent hearing,faith, know: 
\../,7 ledge, and other graces, nouriſh ambition, temporizing, 
”$ lukewarmneſſe, and ignorance; and: withall carie this 
miſchiefe along withthem, that be they never ſo unne- 
ccffary and hurtfull, yet God muſt not have one ſeryang 

to manifeſtyo much, no. nor tae ſpeake.in his. caulc; Eos 

if any doc, preſently to. choake him, they brand. him 
with-the name ofa Paritan, and a-faftious fellow : and 

' that will nor ſerve, they can ſuppreſſe him with pos, 


wer, he is. troubled -and-filenced, the Church muſt bee | 


_ deprived of him, for ſtumblingat a popiſh, ceremony, 
though he be otherwiſe never ſo peaceable, fincere,lear- 
ned, painfull, and powerfull.: when Dioceſſan Biſhops 
; wereficſt ordained, they had not this, power, mucheſſe 
\inſuch cafes. we ak 

. © Inthe booke of the ordering of Prieſts and Deacons; 
they ſay, there were alwaies Pricfts, that muſt needs bee 
Presbyrers, ix the Church: If ſo, what:a. mockery is it to 
retaine the name Prieſt,' asan order of the New Teſta; - 


} ficers of the Law; norlet them-exerciſe the office of the 
jP resbyters, which was as well to rulecheir owne flocks, 
ao preach, and adminiſter the Sacraments? whata 
;moGery is it to ſtand ſo. much on. the Japleie 10s 


% o 
\ HSE TO 


anda popiſk-yoak, and only pretended to be done unto 


, ment, and neither diſtinguiſh that name from the ſacri- 


(33) ; 
hood; tippet;and ſquare cap, worne With ſuck glory,and 
faperſtition by the Papiſts,and in:the meane,by all theſe 
things to.bring. religion out of ſquare, and deprive the 
Church of her better ornaments, good Preachers, Fl 
ders, hearers, faith, knowledge, humility, zeale, and e- 
ther graces ? what'a mockery is it to ordaine, that no Cy- Can.48c [ 
rate, or Miniſter, ſpall bee permitted tn ſerve in any place, 
without examination, 4nd «dmiſion of the Biſhop of the Did- 
cefſe, or Ordinarit, in writing under hand andſeale, That ng Cav.gh. 
ſtrangers ſball preach in Cathedrail Churches, but ſuch at are © 
allowed by the CArchbiſhop,. or Biſdop, That the names of all. Cao. $24 
Preachers ſtrangers, that ſhall preach:in-any Church, ſhall bee * 
taken by the ChurchWardens,&c, when all this is extended * 
againft few, gr none, but ſuch.as (tumble at ſomerites, 
or ceremonies, to keepe them from preaching, and have 
them-filenced 2:and-inthe-meane while divers ignorant 
and idle drones, non-reſidents, yea Arminian,and popiſk. 
teachers, ſuch as Door Price of Weſtminſter, lately de= 
ceaſed; are admitted to have and hold the cure of ſonles, 
and the Biſhops, uſe this their power ro.hinder the peo- MS # 
ple from chooling /zcalous Miniſters, that ſubſcribe.to WS} 
be their Paſtors, or helping Lecturers : tliey reckon ſuch S265 M8 
dangerous : and if they haye got admiſſion, they ſhall be _ > + 7 
watched, yea made offendors for .4 Werd, and tunedafide Tag. 7 
for 4 thing of naught. If in the meanc they will needs bee $0 7 


= 


diligent, they may with much adoe preach the Ge ſpelt, | 
and apply it againft Poperie, bur not the whole. counſel .;/ * 
of God; nora word againſt growing  Arminianiſme,, * - + 


— lf 4 - 
* þ % _ WC 


uy 


much lefſe for the Elderthip, or.agaipit.the Hicrarchie, 


MA goat: obo ants ee LE; 

Whata mockerie is it. to appropriate unto themſelves: . 
and their Officials, all Eccleþpa#icall diſcipline, and cſpe- 
cially that ſacred and dreadfull, power of excommunica- 
tiong when.ia the meane they exerciſe igagainl tee out 
| By — Sr 
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34) 
Tach 4s are againſt their hieratchie, rites, and ceremonies, 
. or men thathavefailed'to appear to anſwer: forthe ope- 
ning of @ ſhop doore-on a holy day, or ſomeſuch triviall 
offcnee ?1f a man plead neceſſity, and-want conſtrained 


 himroit,- orthar God:faith, Si dajes'ſbilr thou labour, 


 &c. neither reaſon, nor the holy Scripture Can be heard 
2painſt their goverament,and traditions: but they know 


/ how togeere him out, like the proud phariſes, that ſaid, 
' 'Thouwa#t altogether borne in finnes, ana doft thou teach mw ? 
' .Andindeedan incorrigible ſwearer, fornieator, drun. 


'kard, blaſphemer, or keretike, may more eaſily eſcape 
their power,then ſuch a Puritan,as they terme him. And 
if he offer to prove that in this, or any other thing be= 
1onging to their government -or ordinances ,; they are 
ſomewhat Antichriſtian 5 Dotor-Z4mbe, or any like 
\monſter, may live mote peaccably,amidſt all his known 
abominations, then ſuch a wicked Puritan heretike, 'as 
they call him. And in the meane while, theyare aſha 
medto make the name of a reformation as odious to 
all, as it is. to themſelves, and even to glory in their 
'Church, as the molt pureand Apoſtolike that ever was 
fince the Apoſtles; notcountingit in thoſe Paſtors and 
people that zcalouſly and religiouſly preach, and heare 
the word, to have it followed: for the Prelates would 
notchave ſuch: counted to be the Chntch' of England, 
nor ſcarce of it ; but themſelves affembled'in a Synod, 
"which they call the Church” repreſentative ;- oras ww! 


are conſidered with all their traditions, and all the mo 


conformable obſervers; and:maintatners of them. Theſe 


cannot 


(35) 


cannot want flatterersand learned champions, and ſathe- 
great places of the-hierarchy: (erye to-corruptimen, [and 
' to:make them ntQuid cligionoferizch meus pleaſures, 
25 canadvance them; like as wofall experience-hath 
alſo ſhewed in the Arminians, Their feare towerds God if. 29. 115. 
bath beene long taught by the: precepts of men + and ſo be: "4 
canſe they as-the Papiſts reccived: not: the loveof the 
trath in martcrofchtic Elderſhip, Hierarchie, 4raditions; * 
crremonies :therefore God gave them over /9/frong de- 2 The... 
Iyſcons, 18 belteve popiſhand Arminian hes: and becauſe **+ 
they received notthe love of the truth agginftthoſe! Ar- 
minian-crrours; God that. is ever juſt, 'muſt\nceds; give. 
them over to greater blindeſſc,andcrror.. .+ 
 Sucharethe fruits of the Hierarchic,and the humane 
invention, and defence thereof, . Reverend Hooker, as 
they cali him, ſhall in thole caſes bee. of more. 
with theſe men, then St. 24»/; {0 muck-are Mapaneds. 
ded tothe traditions and: ceremonies of their: Charch;.. 
All theſe rraditions,. inventions, officers; Courts, and-- 
faperſtirious rites, were not invented, much lefſe pro... 
poſed tobe received as Jawes, in the time of the Fathees,.. 
a3 now-by.the: Epiſcopall power: and if they -were, 
there's fas was ſhewed) no reaſoning fromthe Mary 
or connivance of the Fathers, if the inſtitution bee not: 
watramable by Gods. word... There were then cron: 
things which bad got beginnings in thoſetimes 
which the Parkens did not much inveigh, becauſe: 
were thenheld indifferent, andnor eltabliſhed'us x 
for matecrsoffaith, and neceſkti e, as the primacy of the- 
Pope, ſingle life of Prieſts, ſet faſts, deferring baptiline:-/ 
wil death, the ufe of falr, holy water, and divers other: | | 
things in their rires; the antiquity whereof makes them: | 
nevera whiethe more lawful. The devill was a. faiooes Toh #5 446+ 


__ Iyer from the beginning. - | 
| Whethes:, 


(38) 
+ Whether it were in a'vaine policieof ſome Biſhops 
of thoſe times, 'the ſooner to draw-lewes and Hearhen 
to'Chriſtianity; as fome'of ours pretendthe indifferen- 
cie, and'wiſedome of uſing ſome Romiſtrrites, the bet- 
ter todraw'Papiſts to'Church, or for other like reaſons. 
Sure it is, chat many inſtitutions of religion began in 
thoſe daics tobe taken fromthe Iewes;and ancient hea» 
rhen, as divers have proved to the Papifts, out of their 

owne authors, ” Among others, Mr. Derliwgecourt, Mini- 
ſterof the Reformed Church of Paris, in his booke of 
the Iubilee, ſhewes in ir many things; to omit other par- 

Tobile of _— gas Papall Hierarchie (faith he) #5 founded 

the reform. gy; the example of the ewes, who had their ſoveraigne Pontife, 

pes es: their Cen an their Levites, and RR Sb divers 
#rders, and funfions. And that the' Church of Rome hath 
founded her —— and the diverſity of her orders on the 
example of the Ievves, beſides that the thing is cleere enough, 
the wt of the CD ecretis achnoledgeth it : And 
Polidor, Virg:; de invent rerum, lib. 4. cap. 5: & 7: where 

Decree'of be alſo confeſſeth, that rhe Romiſh Prieſts have borrowed of 

Sratian = phe Jewiſh Priefis,the mo## part of their habits,& thatst is moſt 

Lit.2r, Evident, that che inflization is rarber-Hebraicall, then CApo- 
ftolicall. And indeid the CA poſtles were never cloathed in 
the habits of Fiſhops,nor Popes, Reade on this ſubjea,Pope 
Innocent the 3. My/teriorum Miſſe,1ib.r. and the Biſhop, of 
Manda, Ration. d;vin. officior, t5b.3. Anda little after. We 

 khaveſernethat the Charch of Rome authorizeth her hierar- 
chic onthe example of the lewes, but Jhee alſo avoucherh that 
it is a pagan invention, for the decrees of Gratian, after hee 
had repreſented the diverſitic of the Romance Clergie, Compo- 

# ſed of (imple Priefts, Carchprietts, Biſhops, Archbiſhops, Prie 

mates, Metropolitanes; Patriarches, Popes, addeth,that this 

.  $'#1nerſtrie proceederh principally from the ancient Pagans, who 

ir Priefts, their Archprieſts, &'6.'a cenfeſion Which is 


R543 Arawne 


(3%) 
dravwne from the Maſter of the Sentences, lib.4.diſt.24;lit. M. 
The Biſhop of Manda doth alſo acknovledge the ſame truth, 
Ration. divin. offic. lib. 2,c.1.n. 22. But there is none more 
formall in this ſubje, they G. du Chol. who ſaith, That © , 
Romanes had another faſhion of making their prieitly digni- Choul dif. 
ties, as the great Pontifes, the little Pontifes, Flamins, Arch- — * 
flamins*: ju## ſs as we have the Pope,Cardinals,Biſbops, Arih- on of the 
biſhops, and Patriarchs,&c. And if we here obſerve it ceuri- *cieiRo- 
» we know that many inititutions of our religion are ta- x69 ff 
ken and tran/tated from the ceremonies of the Egyptians, and 
Gentiles, as are the copes, and ſurpleſſe, the Priefts ſhaven 
crownes, the bowing of the head to the Altar, the ſacrifical 
porape, the muſicke of the Temples, adorations, prayers, and | 
i proceſſions,and Letanies and many other things, 
which our Pric#ts aſs. pe in.owr myFerics, Of which indeed , 
manyareancientlyaſſumed of Chriſtians;but that makes 
them nevera whit the more lawfull. How little then 
doc they helpe themſelves, who ſay, the Church of 
England in her hicrarchie, and ceremonies, is moſt like 
tothe Church which was ſoone after the death of the 
Apoſtles, that is, if itwere ſo, as it is not ; for they had 
not ſuch dominion, .over. Presbyters, nor ſuch Conrts, 
Chancellors, Deanes, Officials, power in probatcs of 
Teſtaments, to governe, and command, giyc licences, 
ind diſpenſations;nor ſuch rules,aad canons to ſuſpend 
and ſilence about ſurpleues, ceremonies, &c. nor yet. 
tuck ſervice, and ceremonies : and if they had , yet that | 
were nothing, being thus invented, and received by the 
Papiſts, and after reta.aed in_the Engliſh reformation, 
Cither for policie, or for the profit and hononr chat 
comes by them. \: Many more zealouſly defend theſc 
"then they doethe Goſpell againſt Papiſts and Armini- 
ans. Surely the Angell ſpeakes not of ſuch men, by 
rather of ſuch in the reformed Churches, as have aban- 
SO 0» es __ doned 


Rev.19.10 
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(36) 
doned theſe inventions, when he faith, Tam of thy bre. 
thren that have the teitimony of Ieſws; which is to have the 
marke or ſcale of God in the forckead, by profeſling 
they will receive no other doarine, and religien, but 
what is rightly drawne from his teſtimony; as on the 
contrary, to profeſſe the Romiſh faith, and ſuperſtition, 
is to have the beaſts mark in the forehead by profeſſion, 
andany way to defend it, is to have itin the right hand 
by operation : and therefore though it ſeeme harſhto 
fay, that the champions of the hierarchie, and ceremo- 
nies, have the mark of the beaſt, becauſe in other things 
they are Proteſtants ; yet can itnot be maintained, but 
that they are guilty of having ſome partand print of that 
marke, becauſe they obſtinately maintaine them againſt 
all proofes, ſhewing them to be popiſh, in ſavour Iew- 


- Iſh, and Heathenifh, againſt the word of God, and to 


Tot. I1.13-+ 


make the ſame of no effeR,- in divers particulars. "The 
wiſedome of God faith by the Apoſtle,” Rebuke hens 


- ſharply,that they may be ſound in the faith, not giving heed to 


' Tewiſh fables, and commandements of men, Which turne frons 


<< TS. 
mini 


0 


'"xours.and ſuperſtitious rites received for lawes : which 


the truth. Sodoe theſe in England, in divers reſpects. 
Becauſe while ſome Prelates and Miniſters make a noiſe 
and a bluſtring, with crying out againſt Puritans, and a 
great flouriſh with cxalring the name and authority of 
the Church in ſuch caſes,and the ancient uſe of the dios« 
ceflan and provinciall Biſhops, ordinances, and ceremo- 
nies ; Princes and' people thinke they ſerve God in o- 
beying her in them, and rherefore ſtop their cares toall 
proofes to the contrary, and mocke at them (like the 
Biſhops, that both ſcorne;and ſuppreſle them all)even as 


others did in the Church of Rome, inthe ſame and o- 


rcauſes; who otherwiſe had never attained that do- 
jon ſhe thereby got, nor to have her traditions, er- 


wcre 


(39) 
were the terrible fruits of mens blind obedience to pro- 
vinciall Biſhops, and their power,and ordinances; which 
_ ever increaſed more and more, as they were more and 
more obeyed, and defended, to the great hinderance of 
the kingdome of God,and the due preaching and obc- 
dience of his word. ES 

And though in England the hierarchy and her tradi- 
tions and injuntions have not had ſo many and ſo bad 
fruits, becauſc it hath not reigned fo long ; yet as wee 
have ſcene for the time, they bave beene, if not alike, 
yet very injurious to Gods kingdome, and the good 'of 
the Church. It helpcs them not to ſay that ſome great 
Divines in other Churches have,approved them, or 
counted them tollerable,, For ſtrangers cannot ſo well 
ſcethe fruits of them ; and bee ſure, that if they were 
brought into the Refarmed Churches of Germany and 
France, divers would bee found to receive them, 'and 
givearguments of their neceſſarie uſe, they are ſo full of 
honour, and profit, For we have lately ſcene itifi Scot- 


—_——_ 


land ; 'and we know the Scriptures ſay:, .Gif#5 blinde the Deur.x6, 
eyes of the Wiſe, This made them thinke'ita ſufficientau: *9: 
thority,thatthe ancient Church invented and ufed dio- 
ceſlan and provinciall Biſhops,, though. in a manner dif. . 


ferent from ours; that .not onely, Couacels, but even 
Emperours and Kings confirmed and augmeated their 
wag and that much good might bee done by the 
ame. | | 


. . When firſt Xing Edward, and after ,2ucene Elizabeth oo 


came in, the Nobles and people, were almoſ al Papilts 
and it-was thought they would bee.the OA drawne 
to Church, if Biſhops, and. their -power and.authority 


Officials, Dcanes,. Subdeanes, & 


«6/4 Þ> Er, L9aRs, Sr= 
plellrs, gad other babies; rhe cre 


in baptiſme,, knee; 
”» © ug 


were retained, having (iill their Courts, Chancelours, «- 
ile 
4 


. 
i , 


| "_— | | 
/ Hngat the receiving ofthe Sacrament, bowing toward” 
/ the Altar, and divers other ceremonies, For this end. 
} alſo the forme of Common Prayer, & Service was little 
{ altered, but raken out of the Mafſe-booke, and put into 
| Englifh: which makes many Papiſts in Germany and 
* France ſay, ſure the Romiſh. is the true and right religi- 
on, elſe the heretikes in England would never have re- 
ceived ſo much of it.: for ſome haye avonched it to my 
face, that the ſervice there'is nothing bur the Mafſe in 
Engliſh: others, that ir wants noching but the conſes 
cration. Theſe things thus retained, it-was alfo thought 
that popiſh Kings and Princes would be the lefle offen- 
ded ; what marvell, ſeeing the Teſuites themſelves are ſo 
well pleaſed with the ceremonies and fervice, thet-T 
Kardon of them (God is my witnefle herein) make it 
his hope, that the maintenance of them: againſt the Pu- 
1;- Zitans, would make. England*the' ſooner returne' to. - 
4 K Rome.in the reſt. Miye:ye5-and cares (faith: Biſhop Hall) 
ap Wnitneſſe,, with what approoft ayd applanſe divers of the 
Cathol;kes royal (as they are termed)" entertained the new 
7ran/aited Lyturgie of owr Church. Which is the leffe won= 
der, ſceing Pope Pim the 4. ſending Yincentio Parpatia, 


Ll 


_— . , -, Abbo of S. Saviours to nueent Elizabeth, offercd 1oton- 
? 2 © | > *0 FL 4 37 #2: "3/77 ©, + Us »- 
' fiyme ih; Eneliſh Liturgie by his anthoritie, if ſhe would yeeld 


70 him in ſome «ther things, Ttideed itpleaſed them ſo wel 
L. Cooke that for the fifſt eleven yeares of 'Dntene Flizabeth, Pa- 
delure Re 2:7; came to the Engliſh Churches axd ſervice, as the Lord 


ico, Ceoke {beweth,-Ail whictr thitigs prove it tobe a poore 


Fol.344 


rag of ſome, who thigke ira good juſtification in'the 

common” prayet. booke, that Papifts have'approved it; 

and could never findeany fault in it, | Wt cfDUNGD 121 

NE Be Wee are many godly and 2calons 

Men ne ptters/alſs, . who thinking it a glory to 
0 arty, arc 


fore of faRtion; thenwell groun- 
"x. | WON ded 


FO 


ded knowledge, andlove to Chriſt) againſtthe forme; 


and ſome other things inthe book of Common praier; 
So is it as trne that there are many both of the Clergy 


and laity, and ſome both karned and godly, ſuch as 
ſincerely love the preaching,and power of the Goſpel, 


that yet hold the booke of Common prayer both1ole- 
rable, profitable, and neceſlarie, and are-not willing to 
heareany thing to the contrary :and therefore God may 
ſay of ourtimes, as of thoſe wherein /eremylived, Run 70 
and 50, and ſee noW , if. yee can inde a. man that ſeeketh the 
truth, I would deſfireſuch to take a few things into-con- 


fideration. Where firſt I muſtacknowledge, thatthough 
divers faults are. found in the book of common prayer, 
which makes ir ſo agreeable to the Papiſts ; for there is- 


ſearce a Church papiſt in, England that dothinot applaud 


and admire it-; yet doe I not fiade.it-ſo corrupt as fome- 


ler.5.ts. 


would make it, In it wee findethis-prayer:: 0 God from 
whom ll holy deſires, all juft counſailes, and all good Workes -. 


doe proceed, give, 6. this is certainly.tranſlate 


out of the - 
Romiſh.Liturgie, yet is-it init ſelte ſo-fawtleſſe, thar I: 
will not diſpute againſt him that thinkes hee may daily - 
fay it, either with a congregation, or in private : and {o- 
many, other of the prayers, that is,if he doe not the lefle, . 


but rather the moreghearkento Gods word inall points, ,, 


otherwiſe his prayer will certainly be abominable..- 
But if all the prayers be as uncortupt, why doth:Dr. 
Iackson, with theconſentandapprobation of the Biſhops, 


alccg | 
pianiſme.and Poperic? andif they bee. ſo. neceſlary:to 


bo 


Pro:2 $5 95 
Dr: Iackſow:: 


ediycrs of. them for points. ſavouring.of Armi- *pr., 


ſalvation,as ſome make them, other reformed Churches . 


' are but 1n an illcaſe, that have them nor, ſo wasthe pri- 


mitive Church alſogcſpecially for three hundred yeares. . 
.Howſocver what need is there ſo. much! to flatter the + 
Papiſts, gs to tranſlate prayers out of their Maſle book... 


B34; 


and. 


1.Sam.1g.; 
"22s ; 
11a;1.12, 0 


'Hift, of the 


E. T reac, 
Pap. 385. * 


» 
" 


'theſe parts © 
-againſt rhepuritans ; -andin the meane that kept'out, 
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anddo ſo many things in ſervice after their forme when 
God ſaith,Obedience is better then ſacrifice, Who hath requi- 
red this at your hands ? which arc now lo far from ma- 
king them come the ſooner to Church , 'unles it be to 
continue papiſts there, and falſe brethren to us, that they 


-hence draw arguments to-ftrengthen them in their re- 


ligion, laying; fure theirs is the truc religion, or elſe 
it would not be ſo conſtantly defended 


which 2yceve ©Hary ordained ſhould be razed out: of 
all bookes of Rites i, uſed in the time of Henry 8 , and 
Edward the'6, wherein God is prayed, To deliver the 


Eouncel of #2£40m from ſedition , conſpiracie , and the tyrannie of the 


Pope. | 
Can notother common -praiers be made-as good? 


\ The french Churches have ſome that are uſed , inthe 


pulpit by him that/preacheth , and no other,that ſo he 
may not makea ſufficient Religion , &ſervice of praier, 
nor account the care to be ſerved without preaching, 
Inthem they-ptay. Deliver thy Charches from rhe monthes 
of ravening Wolves and all hirelings , Who ſceke their owne 
ambition,ard profit, and not the exaltation of thy holy name, 
and the ſalvation of the whole flock. This alſo is ordinary 
before ſermon to pray- ,” that the' word may be then prez- 
ched,in that puritie and ſinceritie', wherein was 1ift by the 
Apoſtles and Prophers. So that the preaching of the 
word is not hindered by their praiers. Whereas in matiy 
Churches, they have nothing on the Lords day bat the 
common prayer t © which many both of the Clergie, 
and pcopledoe ſo highy extoll , thar they myke an#n1vje 
Religion of it , and not only neglect , 'but even deſpife 
preaching in reſpe& thereof, Many nonpreaching 
Miniſters make it the pretext of their idlenes, and others 
of their nonreſidence, and pluralitics, faying the people 
OT ED have 
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have one to read prayers, and the ſervice is performed. 
And that/ſay many) is ſufficient, if they had no more. It: 
is to noend to tell them that God ſaieth. <IMy people 


are defiroied , or lead into Captivity for lack of knowledge, pute 


that faith comes by-hearing, and preaching ; that certaine 17, 
of the praiersare for knowledge : for they yetdare ſay, 
it doth more hurt then good : therefore they are all for 
common prater : which divers worldlings , uſurers,. 
drunkards, whoremongers and other carthly , and pro- 
phane people, ſccond , and confirme , making it their- 
whole Religion,and admiring it above meaſure, becauſe. 
itdoth not tax, and touch their ſins, as preaching doth; 
it ſerveth not for doctrine, reproofe, correion, and in-. 
ftruQion, as preaching the ſcripture doth : which there-. 
fore they have in contempt, and hinder , and ſlander the- 
fame,and all the trucſ freinds , -andfollowers thereof: - 
and yet in the meane while , they would notonly.be- 
thought the better ſubje&s , but the better Chriſtians, 
and the fitter to be Churchwardens, yea and: to beare- 
Sreater offices in the Church,and common -wealth:they.. 
count themſelves moretruly religious, then the greateſt 
preachers, and hearers , becauſc they thinke they love. 
the common praier booke better, and it ſerves them for. 
a Religion , anda cloake of ſcoffing perſecution ',' and: 
ſome of them to be Church Papiſts, and falſe brethren,., 
nnder the niame of proteſtants : whereas if the com- 
m0 praicr booke were not, or there were only ſuch like- 
common praiers,as are uſed by the French, and dutch in-. 
the pulpit,they could not but make more profeſlion of - 
love to preaching, and hearing of Gods word, other- 
wiſe they would appeare tobee , cither without Relt- 
= ,or more open adyerſaries of our Religion, andſo 
eſſe dangerous. | 


In the French and dutch Churches they are not.trou-- 
F 4 bled: 
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'blaa with ſuch dumbe Minifters,'notireſidents, Church 
. 'papiſts, and prophanc mockets': they that have leaſt 
[Religion ſpeake no hu rt'of knowledge , preaching, and 
hearing: forif they ſhould they know , all men wonld 
'\cric out of them, as of papiſts , 'or Atheiſts , and order 
would quickly be taken with them by the Elders : they 
could not paſſe as ours doe, for the better men, and fitter 
for offices. The Biſhops ſec all this /, and yet favour 
'them the more of the two , as being ever verie confor- 
"mable, andlefſe dangerous to the Zierarchie : ſo carefull 
are they that there may be nothing in their Church like 
the E/derſhip ordained 'of God. :Churchwardens, and 
. fidemen are buta mockerie of it , theſe places being 
- given toall ſorts of men , drankards and others : when 
the parſon alſo isa tiplar , a nonreſident, or preacketh 
little , there is a flock ſtrangely governed, - And thus 
the word of God is made of none effe by the Hierar- 
chie, & the traditious thereof, and namely by tue much 
defended, and admires book of common praier: &thus 
theſc ordinances of mE turne from the truthyas Tit.1.1s 
It wilbe objected the abuſc of any thing in-Religion 
ſhould not take away the uſeof it , which you grant, 
Idoeſo , but that isin the things ordained of God, as 
the Elderſhip,the Lords prayer, the uſe of the Plalmes 
and ſome formesof bleſſing , like thoic Nomb. 6.23. 
Rom,16. 24, Which being common prayers , ſcrveto 
jaſtific the uſe of a few ſuch common praiers-as may be- 
in the reformed Churches : but not the hierarchic ne- 
ver ordained of God, nora fervice booke taken out of 
the Romiſh liturgie,in ſuch a timac,and forſuch reaſons, 
as it was : ſerving men fora whole Religion , and thus 
making the word of none effet, For if thoſe reaſons 
had beene good of drawing the papiſts the ſooner to 
"Church &c. there are not the ſame now , whenalmoft 
wllgoc to Church ; the Recuſants though many arc 
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__ , fell to extoll the uſe of their ſervice , and 


_ only turne away their owne cares, but even the cares of 


- A” : 
fothing in compariſon of thoſe times ; and by Romiſh 
ſubtiltic , the booke of ſervice is turned todoec hurt to 
our religion, as aboveſaid. Now to call-for the uſe of 
the ſervice book and cxtoll it , is nothing elſe butro. | 
temporiſe with popelings to emulate knowledge, prea- 
ching , and writing , and to provide one naile rodrive 
out another , at leaft in ſuch points as touch mens cor- 
ruptions in doQtine,and praQtiſe : which was a fleight 
uſed of old by the Romifh clergie : for when the Pre- 
res ſaw preaching difcovered their errours , and ti- 
rannie ; they to put-off that, and yetto ſeeme no. lefſe 


c,and cried out for devotion, peace,and obedience 
to the Church,and above all for praier; wherein divers - 
flattering,andambitious preachers,and cven moſt of the 
Engliſh Biſhops themſelves, follow them apace,and that 
in theſe daies while men complaine of corruption in 
the clergic, and the increaſe of Hminianiſme , and po- 
perie ; witnes Dr, Conſens his couſening devotions , ap- 
proved by the Biſhops,and divers ſermons, Speeches, 
and praCtiſes of theirs to the like purpoſe : But marke 
what God faith. ; He that rurverh away his eare , fromthe jp, 
hearing of the Law , even his praier ſhal be abomination. bas 
What will become then of their devotien , who not 


othersalſo fro hearing the oracles of God, both in this 
point of the Elderſhip, and in thoſe maine points of the 
Goſpel;touching Gods free grace , and power in elce- 
tion, converfion , perſeverance, &c. It troubles them 
much that men ſhould have knowledge, preach, or write 
in theſe points , while in the meane they can let the 
contraric derines paſſe in the books of the _1ppealer, 
Dr, 1ackſon,and others : theſe trouble them not in atime, 
when papiſts , & 1rminians ſtrive to infe@ Princes & 
: OT” | people 


lude.z. 


Iar.g, 25, 


Plat, 2; 
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' people with ſuch Pelagian and popiſh opinion) God 


commands to contend earneſtly for the faith, which Was once 
delivered to the ſaints , they yet preſume that it may be 
forbidden in theſe caſes', fo the people be ſtirred up to. 
praier, peace and obedience tothe Church.” Iknow 
the daylie exerciſe of praicr may be much urged : but 
by whom? by men that fincerely love preaching, and 
hearing in all things that God hath revealed , & taught; 
end do not ſet the ordinances of God one againftan 
other , that is , doe not urge praier as enemies of prea- 
ching in many points , like the papiſts ; nor in emula. 
tion thereof, as thoſe that oppoſe praier to preaching, 
to cate out knowledge , and bring-in blind deyotion: 
theſe have but a forme of Godlines,and ſcarce that, wee 
had need to pray continually that God would purge, & 
rid the Church of ſuch hipocriticall wolves, 
It is a prmmciple of Gods covenant of grace , hat he 
Will give us Paſtors according to his oWne hart , that ſhall: 
feed 1s with knowledge , and underflanding : knowing, 
that is,a curſe to bee led by blind guides, & left in igno- 
rance : they yet prefumethat Paſtors may be hindered, 
and knowledge forbidden in theſe things, ſo people be 
but incited to building and repairing of temples, praier, 
&c.' As if God would heare fuch as will not heare him, 
nor ſuffer others torheare him in ſuch points , but pu= 
niſh, & terrific ſuch as produce any proofes.in ſuch caſes, 
cither in print or pulpit : which is not to prevent 
ſchiſme , and preſumptuous eurioſitic,as they pretend, 
but to make way for CArminianiſme , and poperic, and 
againſt all opporen to fay with them in the Plalme, 
Let ws breake their bonds , and caſt avyay their cords from ws: 
and ſhouldtherefore be anſwered , with that ofthe A- 


.poſtles. Whether it be right in the fight of God to hearken 
m#ro y0u-mpre than unto Cod, judge ye , we reade of ſome 


that 
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that devoured widdowes hoaſes under colour of long 


praiers, I pray God theſe doc not devoure Churches, & 


ſates, yeathe faith it ſelf, under colour of long praiers, ,, 


and ſtanding , ſoe much for the uſe of the common 
praier booke as the Papiſts did for theirs, ; Forare not 
ours menas well as they ? And hath aot England alſo 
an Hierarchie,and many placesof honor,and: profit in it? 
Are they notoft beſtowed on ſuch as (et the faireſt co- 
| lours on the #:erarchie, and ceremonics,and oft on ſuch 
as have flattered the Dake , and ſuch other maſqued 
Agents for w,4minian;[me., and Poperie? And ſo they 
ſerve. as-baitcs to corrupt , and make the ambitious, 
' forme and mold Religion to the opinion,and pleaſure 
of ſuch as canadyance, and make them double beneficed 
. MEN» 
The Cardinall of Monte, ( Prince Legate in the 


Counſcll of Trent, under Paw! the 3 ;, andafter created ,;,... .x 
Pope by name of 7sliys the 3., ) hearing the complaints the Coun- 
againſt noareſidents, ſaid. That the abſence of the Pre. ©*\ of Trent = 
Jates,and other Curates from their Churches 4s. the cauſe of all aaa. 
the miſcheifes of the Church. For the Church may be compus- © 


red to @ ſhip , the jnking Whcxeof is aſcribed to the abſent 
Piles that ſhould governe it , if he were preſent, 1t ſhewcd to 
them that hereſies,ignorance,and difſolutien dee raigne inthe 
prople,and bad manners , and vices in the Clergie, becauſe the 
Paſtors being abſent from the flack. , no man hath care to in- 
frrudt thoſe, or corret# theſe : whence ignorante, and uxlear- 
ned Minifers have beene promoted to Cures , and Biſhop- 
wricks ; for in regard they neede not execute their dutit in 
perſon , no firnes is neceſſarie. . Divers Prelates following 
him, _ But the Biſhop of Veſone ſaid , that the reſiding 
of Bifops , is notable to make the Clergie live boly ; for that 


ſides the generall exemption of all Regulars , everie Chapter , 
hath one , and there be fevv particular Preiſts that Want its 
" om BP G 2 A Thic 
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The moſt followed his opinion , that it was neceffarie 
to command reſidence , And to rake away exemprions, 
pluralittes , and diſpenſations that hindred it:But it was af- 
rer-ſeene, that if, this were don, the authoritie of the 
Pope, and Cardinals would be overthrowne : there- 
fore it was ever hindered , though the Biſhops laboured 
to regaine their power to ſuperintend, and ſhake of the 
Popes yoake , by offering to prove that Refidence, 
and jurifduQion of Biſhops are 4c: jure divins : forthe 
Reputars,were ſtill proteQed , as champious of the pa- | 
pacie,and the Popes authoritie , anddifpenſations were 
cunningly reſerved. - Indeed much 'was reſtored tothe 
Biſhops in doubrfull-tearmes to ſuperinted,as Delegates 
of the Apoſtolick ſea + but they could nGt regaine al, 
becauſe it was perceived that would ſhake the greatnes 
of the Pope , and'Cardinals, reforme them , make them 
refide,, andthe Biſhops would be made ſo many Popes 


| " ein their owne Dhoceſſes : For if it were once decided , that 
10, P-I 
229.496. 


they had the Charge from Chri#t to governe the Church , it 


* 467.501 Would'be decided alfo,that they have from hith authoritic, ne- 


& 502. 


Ads 20, 


4 7 . 20. 


ceſcarie for it , Which the Pupe coulde not reſlraine, They 
tooke this to-bee proved by that Ats.20,17. Take heede 
therefore unto yowr ſelves, and to atl the flock, over Which the 
holy Ghoſt hath made you Biſhops. Which indeed is againſt 
the Pope, andall'dioceffan Biſhops,as being ſpoken to 


_ thepreſbiters - this andother places abovementioned 


\ 


being rheiy lerters patents , to governe the Church to the 
worlds end: Therefore when the Biſhops had almoſt 


8ained their cauſe by pluralitic of voices, the Pope, and 
. Cardinals cryed out againſt it , Every ove thinking he did 
© already ſee Rome emptie of Prelates , and deprived + 

: rogatives,and eminence that the Cardinals fon 


all pre- 
ould be extluded 


| from haveing BiſhopWricks , and al! from plurdlities , that no 


\ Fiſop, ot Carate might have an office in Rowe, nor the Pope 
Ty Frere” 
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difſpence in ſuch things , which are the moſt principle in his 
__ : (o his mens. BO ſhould be much oy 
of the Biſhops enlarged , therefore they thought theſe novel- 
ties aymed to make many Popes; And afterward,they would 
neither have that point of refidence, nor that'whether 
Biſhops be inſtituted by Chriſt and ſuperiour to Preiſts 
to be diſputed, and concluded,though many Biſhops oft 
laboured therein. | | 

But the Biſhops of England , takeing the hater for 
granted, have what thoſe others could notattaine : they 
have noPope overthem to take away their power,unles 
peradventure ſometime ſuch a one as: the Duke of 
Buck : was,who after bis way increaſeth , but doe ther« 
ſelves diſpence with pluralities , anduphold nonrefi- 
dents and ©1/minans as the ſurcſt champions of their 
hierarchic, ſuchas doe not ſo much make readya Cler. 
gic for Chriſt as Antichriſt. They ſuperintend over all 


preachers in their D#ecefſes, with ſuch unlimited power 


as the Trent-Biſhops could never attaine , thatall muſt 
ſubſcribe to tha and their conftitutions , and\none 
may preach, diſpute , or write for the Elderſhip , and 
againſt the hierarchic,and Arminians, nor mags 7 19 
other poperic ; which makes men fay ; they are Popes 
within themſelves, and this powercannot reſt heere,it 
wilbe more Antichriſtian,if it be not taken away. The 
French Churches though oft troubled with wars, and 


 hucliburlies are yet in better;caſe herein , ſeeing they / 
may: write,print, and preachany divine truth , though 
moſt repugnant ta the Popiſh Biſhops, that live among / 


them,and cannot hinder them. | {2 4 
Indeed he that conſiders it well, fhall find that 


though the Conncel of Nice, made the Biſhops of Rowe + 


Pagriarths ; yetthey did not for 300 yeares after raigne 
ſo much over Presbitecs ; in ſuch caſes as the Engliſh 


Biſhops doc. G 3 Let: 


| 
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-) Letzus' nor wonder 'then when wee ſee that many 
zreat Schollars, & ſomthat have beenc good preachers, 
when they haveattained theſe great places, and double 
benefices, orarein poſſiblitie of comming to them , or 
haveing living under them , ſhould bee ſo loth ſo ſce 
any thing againſt them. ' For gifts blind the eyes of the 
' wiſe, and their ignorance in points of nonreſidencie; the 
hierarchie, and traditions, is a puniſhment on them for 
their frewardnes, wilfullblindnes,” ambition and cove- 
toulnes 3 at leaſt for making tradition ſufficiets au 
thoritic in ſuchcaſes. 'For' indeed few men ,, ſuch is 
the weaknes of corrupt nature”, can be willing to ſee 
that , which would hinder them from ſubſcribing ha- 
ving a good living, or make'them ſorrie they had ſub- 
ſcribed,or to be adverſe to that, againſt which they may 
not be ſuffered to ſpeake, much leſſe, to preach, or write, 
and leaſt of all to reforme ,-orametid - as alſo becauſe if 
they tir never ſo little in theſe caſes , they are ſure to 
looſe their liveings , to bee by the Biſhops, and their 
champious filenced, withſcoffes, powef, and terror, in 
Read of good arguments \; and ſo-tobe in more danger 
then 'popiſhPreifts and Ieſtits.,” Some therefore” will 
have no knowledge atall in ſuch points, leaſt it bring 
them to 'miſerie, others thinke it beſt ro keepe their. 
knowledge to themſelves , leave the amendement to 
God,audin the meane'doethe' beſt good they can by 
their miniſterie in'other marrers ': but the moſt know 
little 'of this argument; becauſe it is not given them of 
God 'to know it, ' © They therefore thinke all theſe 
things to bee lawfull , -neceſſary,andthe obediencear 
acceptable ſervice to'God'; becauſe commanded by au- 
thoritie,andin ſome ſort ordained, -and'u{td by the afi- 
cient Church; © This'isas if they fayd, Kings, and Sy- 
nods may command what they lift 'in the _ : 
2 DEEP; -. , - whic 
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which is as g00da'warrant,as they had of old that made- 
a calfe.in Horeb, frequented the high places, or Icrobo-s 
ams Calves,cſtabliſhed by authoritie, 

It is nothing that many of theſe men are learned,and 
of great knowledge , and good conſcience in other 


matters. For God faith : For 4s much as this people, draw 11.19.13: 


nigh ts me with their mouth , and With their lips doe honour 
mebut have removed their hart far from me, and their feare 
towards me 5 taught by the precepts of men, therefore behold 
Twill proceede to doe a marveilous Worke among. this people, - 
even a marueilous worke , and a Yonder: for the wiſdom of + 
their Wiſemen ſhall periſh , and the underſtanding of their | 
21udent men ſpall be hid. Wiſdom ſhould decay in ſome, / 
and others ſhould not dare to fhew it.. God that is 
ever juſt, muſt much rather doe it now to our learned, 


andWiſemen,ſcing he hath blotted out the handwriting of Col. 2. 4; 


ordinances , which Was contrarie 10-46, 6nd tooke it out of” 
the way najling it to his croſſe, Forhathhetaken then 


away that himſelf ordained , that men may loade us rey, 24. 


with others? doth Chriſt ſay , 7 Will put upon you none 
other burden,but Which ye have alrcady,hold faſt till I comer 
And ſhall men. bee perſwaded that they may impoſe 
fuch as he never ordained , and as make the word of 
none effe&t ? The hierarchic is not only in it ſelf a hu- 
mane ordinance, but the Biſhops ſceme to looke to no- 
thing elſe but to upholdit, and ſuch canons, traditions, 
ceremonies and ſ{crvice, as it hath invented; or received: 
from men, . Sometime hereticks , as Anabaptiſts, Arri- 
ans,orthe like,and ſometimes perſons, ſtained with no 
torious adultericzor Simonie, are by them, and their of- 
ficials , queſtioned, and caſt out , as inthe Churchoft 
Rome. But theſe things, ſo rare, both may be,andare 
much better performed by Elders in the congregations, 
where ſuch delinquents Live ; as alſo againſt all noto- 
G 4 X r10us: 
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rious drunckards,blaſphemers , ſwearers, mockers, and 
other profane perſons: of whom Biſhops nor theire of- 
ficials neither doe , nor well can heare any thing ; and 
if they doe: itis not amended, and therefore Dioceſſan 
ſhops ſerve not to looke to them \, nor to nonrefi- 
ents,nor to hinder the growth of Arminianiſme , po- 
rie, &c. they can ſee them increaſe , and never ſtir 
gainſtthem ; yea religion to be corrupted more , and 
never move to helpe it”: but hinder them that would. 
If ome others be better affcted , and would ftirif 
they darſt: this is Gods mercic to his people , who 


knowes, that if all Biſhops were as corrupt,many would 


be ready to thinke, ſure they hold the popiſh, or Armi- 
nian religion will ſerve to ſalvation, and they are wiſer 
then wee. God therefore provides that ſome Biſhops, 
and conformiſts ſhould a little diftaſt theirRomiſh prac- 
tiſes,though they doe little , or no goodagainſt them, 
butin the meane they can notbate, a litt)e of their hie- 
ratchie, traditions, and ceremonies, ordained,and com- 
manded by men ; though they be proved to bee moſt 
injurious, and repugnant to Gods Kingdome , and the 
crue peace of Chriſtian Churches, ſtates , and common- 
wealth, making the word of God , wherein their wel- 
beeing conſiſts , of none effe@ , this is the order they 
preſcrve., No'proofesof holy Scripture can be heard 
againſt them,cither by the Biſhops,by the privie coun- 
cel{,or by our Princes,and Parliaments : but their feare 
toward Godis, in theſe things , taught by thecom- 
mandements ofmen , what marvaile then if notonly in 
theirewiſeft councellors , but even in their meſt lear- 
ned Clergic , wiſdome bee hid, and periſhed in divers 
- points,aad they become the ſcorne of all nations, and 
religions, for-upholding religion in ceremonie only,'&: 
betting itiniche ſubſtance thereoffall dayly at home, and 


abroadc,, 


— :(09/ | 
abroade,& thoſe of the papiſts and Arminians increaſe ? 
If they had nor ſuch a hierarchie ſuch ceremoaies,, and: 
{crvice todefend , and ſerve them foran entire.Reli- 
Ponears cloake of one , they could not for ſhame but 
efend the faith,and religion it ſelf, and their brethren 


. that profeſſe it, which ſeeing they do not, what wonder 


if God plague them , not only with peftilence, famine, 


_ and ſhamefull foiles in war , bur even with ſpiricuall 


plagncs,that their governers both ſpiricuall, and Eccle- 
icall , ſhould not ſee the things har belong to their 
peace,but have them hid from their eyes, and turne.religion 
into. pollicie , ſuch poore policie, as ſcrves tocouſem 
the land of her religion *, and her. friends-of . true 
helpe when they have moſt need of it, and moſt truſt 
© her ; and to proyoke the moſt high to bee their ene-/ 
mie , whilethey ſccke to pleaſe his cacmics ? For the\ 
Spaniards and French haye gotten aide of men, muni- | 
tion, and ſhipping againſt thoſe of the reformed Reli- ; 
n ! 


The Proteſtants in other countries that thinke they 
may ſpeake.boldy , becauſe they have ſmarted for tru- 
fiing to the Engliſh.Say,that.all this ſhewes them to bee 
ofa mixed , or middle Religion,part of the Romilh, in 
ſervice, and ceremonies , which are moſt defended, part 
ofthe Reformed in points of faith , leſle regarded, and 
part of the Arminians lately reccived, or tollerated; that 
as. middle Counſailes ,, and courſes doe uſually diſpleaſe 
both parties and give ſatiſfaQion 10 neither , ſo hath ic 
beene in the Connailes and courſes of the Engliſh tou- 
ching Religion,and the defence thereof. For thoagh 
they ſomewhat pleaſe the papiſts, yet they Aatiffic them 
net ; but only imboldeg.them-.to get greater advanta- 
es, for their Religion, to;encroach , ng, 


and by degrees prevaile by cormpting 


| (54) 
warmetnewters that alt theſe things are thefruits of- 
the Engliſh hierarthie, and traditions: , the Achans and: 
Babyloniflveatments'that trouble Iſrael ; an hierarchie, 
and tradirions;, whictt taking their greateſt authoritic: 
from Romiſhuſirpation ; and ſaperſtition, bring forthy 
ſuch Proteſtants ;and'which therefore is a'Church plane 
ted accordingly: *! 'Bot” ; fay they, it'England' it hath: 
beene ;and is taker fora ſufficient converlionfrom p0o- 
peric to come to the Church to the ſervice, and Sacra- 
ment: whereas in France , andother reformed Chur- 
ches, before any papiſt' iSretcived and'counted #'prote- 
Kant',7 he is preſented in the Congregation 'Þefore'the 
preacher , who aſketh him queſtions'te this patpoſe:. 
Firſt whether he hold the doctrine taught in the old & 
new Teſtament to be Gods, and ſufficient to ſalvation? 
2zly. whether he hold'that the reformedChurches tcach. 
2ndhold the ame-doarine in theire Religion, 'andbe 
deſire'tobee of it? 5 whether he hold the Popetobee 
Antichriſt,and the Church: of Rome the whore of [Baz 
bylon ?'-And fo he conſenting to-all this 'is received 
with joy; and there is no danger; that he ſhould be falſe; 
or popifh; who'mikesthi#piofeſfion , whereavirEn- 
gland, where allare adinſitted'without any ſuch ptofeſſi- 
on'they may be true, or falſe;as they liſt. If they doe but 
come to the Church to the ſervice, & ſacrament,though 
they ſecretly favourtheRomiſh religion;8 it appeare to. 
many in their praQiſe/they-may nevertheles/ be:choſerr 
\ parliament men;&ifrhey doe but take the-6ath of alle- 
giance , as veric many papiſts have donne' ,whodares. 
queſtion them: © which is the reaſon there hath beene 
ſombeh difturbancein' all the late aſſemblies of Parlia- 
rhetit;and'folitilefruit by thems. 220-411 i { 0 $2G: 7,56 4 
Some fay they; not only-if private pariſhes but ever in. 


4 ' 
thecourthaye came to church, likeHtryEarle of Norrbap 
| ##;h&Duke of Bucks & others, and have favoured the. 


(bs) | 

hierarchie, & ſervice, fpake well of them,& of ſame m#s 
bookes & ſermons as little or nothing-repugnant to po- 
perie; and for it were content, to' bee xeckoned prote- 
ſtants,that fo they might get offices, honours, truſt, and 
power in great affaires:,, make- ſome pretences for the 
goodof our Religion -;--or the ſtate, but ſecretly carrie 
them forthe advancement of the Romiſhcauſe.. To cf- 
fe& it the better , and withall to ſave themſelves ſrom 
danger , theſe, ſay they, becing great, andable to helpe 
others to offices,and honour , plant ſuch about Kings,as 


themſclves are, and have had enow to applaude,ſecond, 


and juſtific them in their proceeding : for as the Apo- 
file ſaith. CM {yrle leaven leaueth the Whole lumpe, how 
ſoever theſe , getting to be the Major and. predominant 
patt,will in time:worke that thereſhal be no other bur 
ſuch,unles perhaps ſome that are. neither hot,nor cold 
in religion ,or being poore, or leſle potent, are forced 
for their owne priyate intereſts, to be ſilent, & in time 


to depend on them, or beſwaicd by them; andthen they 
- all, thus ingaged inany cauſe,are prone to juſtific theire 


owns aQts for good policies, and there is ſo, little hope 
of getting ſounder men into their places , that it muſt 


needes bee as hard and dangerous to convince them, as . 


for an inhabitant of Rome to convince that Church of 


any errour; a Parliament of-wiſe/men ſufficeth not to _ 
doe it : which harh beene the loſlc of the Palatinate,and | 
the cauſe of all the evill our Religion hath ſuffered in | 
Bohemia, Germanie, Frice & at home.Eor ſay the for» / 


raigne proteſtants, if the houſe of Auſtria & the French/ 
had not beene, ſure they had ſuch.freinds in England; 
they durſt never have attemtped that theydid: that they 
that are ſuch; or flatter ſuch-asare much. infeated with 
avarice,ambition, & luſt , muſt needes be blinde1n fpiri- 
wall things, eſpecially in the matter of the hierarchie; 
wor. ne, + WE: —_— 


Gal.5.s. 


_ ci 
whereinthe devil labours to-keepe them more blind 
then others; 'thatſo the may” be unfit judges in the 
cauſe, and he may thereby ſcr-up traditions , tomake 
the word of none effe& , eſtabliſh the tyrannie of the 
Biſhops in the Chutchagainftthe #/dexfhip , andallthe 
friends thereof, 'keepemen likewarme , and newters;if 
not thus falſe betweene Chriſt and Antichriſt ; andſo 
make way to bring England againe to Romiſh ercour, 
or ſomwhat'as bad: that ſuch Lords were ever in grace 
with the Biſhops,and-the Biſhops with them, becauſe ic 
troubles them not to have fellowſhip with Church pa- 
piſts ; ſo unlike are they to Saint Iohn , that would nor 
come inthe bath where Cerinrhus was; that divers chap- 
laines & preachersalſo, ſet up,'& fitted for their turnes, 
. ſceing them able-to-advance whom” they would, 
have Br their favour', broached, & maintained; Arminj- 
an and popiſhtenets, wreſting the Articles,and-the very 
Scriptures to confirme them : and thus ſay they, the En- 
gliſh hierarchic,and fervice bring forth fuch counſellors, 
and proteftants ,and fuch counfellours bring forth ſuch 
Biſhops and Chaplaines. © For if Princes or their favou« 
| rites be butcorrupted in religion,they cannot want flat- 
 ._._terers, both of the Clergie and others to corrupt, and bo 
corrupted, to-conforme , and be conformed to them. 
For one that is againſt them they ſhall! have hundreds 
with them, as in _4bebstime : ſo miſerable thing it is, 
when they will not conforme their opinions to Gods 
. word, but it to their policies and opinions,as one faid to 


x Kings, 22 CMicajab : The Words of the Prophete declare good unto the 


King With owe mouth,let thy word 1 pray thee be like the word 

| 4 one'of them. ' 'Con#antins fell into Arianiſme , & the 
Rivers and fountaines , the Biſhop and teachers were 

+= Fo omit other inRances, this deſire of authoritic ho- 
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nour, and precedence. , was the bane of the Church of 


Rome,who being drunke with that poiſon,and thereby 
ſwolme with a monſtrous greatnes , gave the cup tg 
others; a cup that all natious are but to prove to drinke 
of. And indeed ſo much doe the favour of Princes 
and honours more thenall other gifts, b/5nd ihe eyes of the 
wiſe,and bring them to temporifing,and fpirituall igno- 
rance, that it may be counteda worke of Gods ſpeciall 
grace,that any that ſceke, orattaine wealth, honour,and 
authoritic ſhould havethe true knowledge and feare of 
God, ſceing as Paul faith of them , that Wil be zich, ſa 


it may be ſaid of them that wil be honourable,and great - 


they fall into temptations and ſnares , and many fooliſh,and 
noyſome luits that drowne men in perdiiion, Andindeed 


Tim 


+9.6 


ſuch doc commonly ſo abound-in ſenſualitie- that it >=... 


may be ſaid of the moſt part of them, Har being in 
honour , hath no underfianding but is compared to the beaits 
that periſh, For nothing makes a man more like a beaſt 


Pſal.49.. 
20, - 


then ſpirituall ignorance , and ſenſualitie. Nothing _ Fd 


makes a man more ignorant in ſpirituall things , nor 


more ſenſuall, then thirſt after great places. Libido domi.. © 


. nandi beftia ferociſima, Itis with this luſt after honour, 


as with that of uncleannes , the mind is ſo.takEup with. 


it, that there is little roome for better thoughts, and the ©” f 


ſpirit of God will aot dwell in that ſoule, which is filled 
with ſuch vainities, growes more and more emptye of 


grace. . Forſurely many are caſt away by rhe deceitfulnes. 


of Balaam: wages, 

| And God knowes that it is too manifeſt that many in 
the Church of England have beene made drunke with 
thoſe Romiſh dignitics,and rewards that remaine there- 


in; that men bewitched with theſe , orthe deſire of 


them, ſtumble into Arminianiſme, and other errours,at 
the pleaſure of them that can advance them : ſuchare 
H 3 the: 


(39) INE 
thefruits of thoſe great places in'the Hierarehie.' Fot 
though the Dake were oftaccuſedin Parliament, as an 


/ open fayourer of Arminianiſme,and aſecret praftiſer by 


0 
% 


\ 


that, and other meanes to advance Romiſh Religion, & 
other notorious crimes ; yet many divines continued 
his conſtant freinds, and advocates, and havedirealy,or 
indireQly,maintained , & propagated the ſame opinion 
.and which is moſt miſerable, the cheife of that fation, 
being Biſhops and heads of Colledges, are they which 
now beare greateſt ſway in Religion , governe the 
Church of England; filence,and trouble whom they liſt, 
andin a manner give lawes to the whole Church in his 
Majeſtics Dominions. Neither can it be better til 4chas 
be found out,the corrupting , and Romiſh places of the 


 hierarchic, and ſuch unprofitable traditions , and cere. 


monies taken away ; but ever worſe and worle.'' Fot 
theſe things that wereat firſt held indifferent”, and or- 
dained to make Papiſts come the ſooner to Church,and 
to keepe unitie,and uniformitie, are now gotinto the 
place of the Scriptures, the 4ppeater alleadgeth the A7- 
ticles wrefted , and Dr. 1ackſon certaine clauſes-of the 
booke of comon praiers for Arminianiſme , with fuch 
atthoritie , as if they were the words of the Apoſtles; 
making the Church of England to meane what they 
liſt, and her meaning, or rather theirs, to be ſufficient au- 
thoritic in points of faith againſt them that bring Scrip- 


tures to the contrarie , as the Church of Rome did of 


o1d,to eſtabliſh her tenets , and when theſe, and the like 


' hayebeene queſtioned in Parliament, ſome to encou- 


: Rev.2.14. 


4ren of Iſrael, For when divines ſee theſe thus rewar- 


rage others to follow them , have counfailed to reward 
them, with Biſhopricks, denaries , Maiſterſhips of Col- 
ledges, or fat benefices , wherein they deale like Balaam 
that taught Balatk to late a ſſumbling block before the chil- 


ded, 
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ded , this workes upon corrupt nature , which being: 
5 Pproneto coyetuouſes, and ambition, firſt makes the dit- 
ferences ſeeme {mall,or not worth oppoſition,and then 
drawes the mind to run headlong into the ſame opini-- 
ons, and tothinke they doe well enough in the confor- 
mitie, Hcncealſo it comes that though forraignePrin- | 
ces and States , have oft.defired. aide of England, that it / 
would joine with them in ſerving the Pope , and his 
. champions, as they ſerved them :. nothing was ever cf-+, 
feually enterpriſed by. the Engliſh ; becaufe ſuch 
Courtiers as ſecretly favoured Rome have ever beene 
flattered by the Biſhops and Clergie,when the:-Palatinare 
| fhouldhavebecnedefended, and after recovered,by the 
{wotd ; theſe flatterers hindered it , by crying out of ' } + 
wars of Chtiſtian againſt Chtiſtian,and ſaying it would 
bring in the Turke ; that it were betterall ſhould joyne; 
againſt him, and ſpeake lefſe of the Rowiſh Antichri/h, or 
Romes ruire , asallo by extolling peace , and King lames- 
his indeayouts by Embafſages , and treaties; which all 
men faid would come to nothing, and but make the ad- 
yerſaries te. gainc time,deceive us,and grow more re{0-- 
lute,cruclland.mightie..._ . PE SEOVORA 
And indeed it is -impoflible that: the Engliſh Hierar-- 
chic ſhould ever ſecke Romes ruine, and not rather hin- 
deriitall they can , becauſe the great places thereof are- 
Romiſh, anda Dioccflan Biſhop .(asthey are now). is- 
no other then, the. Pope of a. ſhire or province..: andto- 
few reaſons why Romeſhould bee ruined; were toar--- 
gue againſt themſclycs, trench upon their owae hierar-- | 
chie, and ſecke to ruine it, They teach that their Hiers | 
rarchie., , and Rites ought. to be- maintained : nowthe: 
Romiſk.is but an excefle in theſc things: which theno- | 
bilitie perceiving can find norcaſon , why men ftiouldt 
bee ſo hot againſt Roine,. The Hicrarchie of the Old-: ; 
| EG H4., - _ fathers: 
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/ fathers was poſitive , the Engliſhis comparative; the 
/ Romiſh ſuperlative for as ſome haye proved , if you 
grant the one to belawfull , the other followes to bee 
as lawfull , ave in the of impiette, as in that be- 
' tween fornication,and adulterie,orinceſt. And there- 
- foreit isthat Biſhops cannot endure that Princes , and 
Nobles ſhould know the charterof the E/ders , nor the 
\ Miſcheife of the Hietarchie, that they beare more with 
. | Church papiſts,and whoremongers, then any ſuch pu- 
| ritanicall ſpirits, with groſſe ignorance,then ſuch know- 
\ledge, with ſuch as would ſet up poperic , then ſuch as 
would pull downe the Hierarchie,or that of Rome, ' If 
fuch a'one as the Duke hindered wars with Rome-,- or 
her chife champion the Spaniard,they wilbe his helpers 
ſo he will but ſtick to them againſt the freinds of the 
Elderſhip. | 
And therefore the Hierarchie-, and traditions with 
do@rine and arguments that maintaine them , are like 
the great river Euphrates, that hindred the ſacking of Be- 
bylon, For heathen Babylon, lying on the one fide of 


Euphrates,betweene C4ſfiria, and Chaldes , was fortified - 


by that river. So that Cirws the firſt vanquiſher thereof 
had not wonne it, but by a device of drayning the river 
above, by ſundrie artificiall luces , giveing his men in 
charge,whom he left before the Cittic , that when they 
ſhould obſerve the river to be decreaſed, and fourdable, 
they ſhould! preſently take the opportunitic to wade 
over , and ſuddenly ſurpriſe Baby/ov, And the Hicrat. 
chie I ſay is like this rivet, for Biſhops and teachers with 
theirdoQrines are called rivers, and fountaines. Divers 
of theſe rivelets meetingin one'makea great river, as 


- © many of them ina generall councell make a ſea/of Uocs 


rrines, canons , andtraditions: the Engliſhhieratchie 
therefore having but a few Biſhops, and fewer canons; 
| A b $22: 008 
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(8) | 
and traditions , then any popiſh Ringdom ; can notbee 
called a ſa , but is a great river,and asa river oft parteth 
ewo Kingdomes, or provinces , pertaketh of both ſoiles, * 
watereth them both and keepes the one from invading 
the other : ſodothe the Hierarchie and the doQrines, 
and traditions thereof, which miſtically lieth both to the 
Proteſtant and Romiſh ſhores, watereth both, is as plea- 
fing and helpefull to Papiſts , as tothe reformation, if | 
notmore : the great power, and places thereof are Ro-: 
miſh ;ſo are the traditions, canons, and arguments they! 
uſe to defendir , they ſerve as well for the Papiſts,as for 
the Engliſh Biſhops ; for indeed they ſpring our of that 
ſea,out of the which the beaſt aroſe, who alwaics allead- 
ged the ancient cuſtomes and counſells , and they natu- 
rally run againe into the ſame, as rivers through man 
windings , find way into the ſea. Nothing licth fo 
newtrally betweene the Romiſh , and reformed Reli- 
gions,as the Hierarchie, and the traditions thereof, unles 
perhaps the Lutheran Religion , which hath affinitie 
with it, and that nothing doth more fortific Rome, and 
hinder the ruine thereof,this whole worke doth mani- 
Feſt. - And as a river doth water the bancks , townes, 
caſtles,and mannors that lie upon it, ſodoe theſe water 
the noblitie, and people, who delight to dwell on theſe 
ſhores , and drinke of theſe waters, whieh coole, or 
uench their zeale againſt miſticall Babylon , and ſo fill 
_ them,with jgnorance , andacutraliric, that they reliſh 
them better then the waters of the anQuarie,which are 
thoſe of the Elderſhip , and in requitall ſend into her 
thoſe land waters, which comming) to them from hea- 
ven, ot {pringing out of their grounds, fall into this ri- 
ver,and make it ſwell with a terrible greatnes;and theſe 
land waters are tiches, and authoritic : which;ſtreames 
muſt bee _exhauſtedior turned an other way, before Ba- 
bylon can be deſtroyed. I Iam 


l 
\ 


Iph.15. 


- Pam not ſo-confident as tomake this a full expoſition 


of the ſixt viall ,, which yet is not the leaft probable, 
ſeeing that things are rather to bee miſtically, then lite» 


/ rally underſtood. Bur ſure it is,that ſome have thought, 
'  thatas without England there is little hope , that the 


Proteſtants ſhould prevaile, & not rather be dayly con- 
ſumed , as heretofore they have beene. So the Biſhops 


 withtheir traditions, and praQtiſes, are the greateſt hin- 


derances of true unitie , and confederacie among all 
proteſtant Princes and States, that England doth'not ef- 


feQually joyne with them againſt Antichriſt , and his 


champions; Papifts therefore nouriſh the Engliſh Hier 
archie,and all helpes thereof, knowing, that the Epiſcoe 


 pall authoritie , isat ſuch emnitie with the Elderſhip, 
that they can never be fo true freinds of religion as to. 
fecke unitie , and confederacic with Churches governcd.. 


by e/ders,thatall ſuch Princes and States,as Kings of the 
Eaſt and Citizens of the new #r»ſa/em , may joyne to 
make the whore deſolate, - Experience ſhewes that they 
have hindered it, and ſo are like, ſo long as the Hierar- 
chic ſtands, and the waters thereof run with ſo ſtrongea 
ſtreame, Theſe therefore muſt be dried up by true 
light,knowledge, and zeale, cre God can be well plea-. 
ſed,or the Church have hope of vitoric, And lure 


they ſhalbe taken away;for Chriſt ſaſth Every branch that- 


beareth not fruite in me he taketh aWvay; they therefore that 


ſtand for them doe in effe@t ſhew themſelves Romes.. 


freinds , and the Churches enemics, as the Arminians 
and popelings doe.” :: | | 

There are three things that brecdeall the tir in the 
world,and hinder Romes ruine. 1 The greatnes of the 
houſc of THuflria , which is nouriſhed by the Romiſh 


, Clergic,and thatClergie by it,and that hath made ſome 


think this houſe, and the power ; and riches pops + 
E. 
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'bee the miſticall river Zuphrazes, which muſt be exhan- 
ſted,or turned an othet way , before Rome can be bur- 
ned ; which is well began by the King of Sweden.z.Want 
of true unitie , and confederacic amongſt Proteſtant 
Princes and States againſt the common Adverfarics of 
Religion : for this hath emboldened the Pope , the 
howſe of C2u/ris, and others toattempt ſo muchas | 
they have, to ſubvert all by power, and policie. 3. The 
pernicious power, offices and _ of Dioceſſan , and 
Provinciall Biſhops,and other Clergie men, which hin- 
- er theſe good effects in the two former , and makes | 
bothe the Spaniard and Church of Rome to have” * 
ronge patties in all the greateſt Kingdoms in Chri- 
ſtendome, and even in England it ſelf , though Prote- 
ftants in profeſſion. And ſuch Prelates indeed are a ' 
ſtronger fort to the great whore , then the howle of 
CA#/tria, which if it be a fort, theſe yet are the deepe 
ditch , or mote that goes about it ; the great river that 
ſtrengthens both it, & the Church, & Cittie of Rome: 
the bankes of this river muſt be cut , the ſtreame of 
theire power and riches [ct out and dried up , creany 
great good can be donne. 

It is athing that will ſerve to aſtoniſh the ages to 
come , that any reformed Chriſtian ; much leſſe thoſe 
thatare reckoned, and ſo ſhould be, of the wiſer ſort, as 
Counnſellours of eſtate, Nobles, Divines,6& many others, 
that ſeeme to have a greater ſhare of preeminence, wir, 
and learning, then of true knowledge, honour, and au- 
thoritic in ſuch caſes , ſhould ſtand ſo ſtedfaſtly in the 


{ maintenance of dioceſſan Biſhops , and traditions, and 


other wordly dignities, honours, and revenues, which 
the Clergie have obtained , beſides thoſe that are given 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt in the Goſpel.  Wherein 
though it be true that all theirdefeders,doe not — 

| L 8 y 


(64) 
ty take the marke'of the Beaſt , becauſe all-that defend 
them |, docit not on purpoſe to helpe the Pope, and 
Chureh of Rome. , or with the more caſe to bring-in 
poperie,as ſome have faid of the late Duke, and his fac. 
tion; which indeedis to have the marke ſecretin the 
right hand - nor wholly , becauſe ſome that and for 
Dioceſſan Biſhops , and theire traditions, which are,po- 
piſh, and tend to poperic , doe neverthelcs hate other 
points of Poperie : yet doe they take it parily, in effe&, 
and by conſequenceand in a way which is a ſtep, helpe, 

| : and introduction. to all. poperie : which cannot but beg 

*Rex.14.9.* dangerous , eſpecially when like Papiſts they will not 

ſee it,or ſeeing it, will notdeſiſt, 
E- Eirſt becauſe Antichriſt, and they are of one, and the 


dation, his riſing was their riſing , and their traditions, 

and ceremoniesarec his; they had them-from him,every 

»1cm:-:; Dioceſſan Biſhop/is nowa pettie Pope in his Dioceſle, 
ſerie of in» FOr at the firſt, the Pope only grew great as a Dioceſan 
quit.prog.4 Biſhop in agreat citty , haveing this only priviledge ; that 
«nj hewas reckoned the Biſhop of the firſt ſea,and an Arch- 
Biſhop, Rome being the ſeate of the Empire, but there 

were then others that were reckoned Archbiſhops as 

'  wellas hee , and governedtheire ſeas as freely,as he did 

; his: and ſodid many Biſhops alſo. Itis well manifeſted 
ES - by Hicrome on the firſt of Tirzs and by many other fa. 
clericis, Fhers , and moderne writers Cited by Bel/armine and Me- 
lib.z.c.14. dina, as allo by Piero Save Polano in his hiſtoric of the 

| NON Wasoxe, and the ſame thing , that the Churches were gover- 
\Treat. pg. wed by he common connſaites of the presbiters, and how the 
:.:9r. juriſdition, and power of Dioceſſan, and Provinciall 
Biſhops , crept into the church to withſtand diviſions, 

© namely together with the Popes : and therefore o we 
"v1 | end 


I 


wa Le 


ſame broode, and offpring, of one ,and the ſame foun- 


councell of 77exr , thatat firſt a preſbiter , and a Biſhop, 


(65) 
fend their office is to.defend his + which only differs in 
the cxceſle of power , and.evill, and in ſupremacie,and 
univerſalitie_; neither have they ſo much withſtood | 
diviſions as increaſed them , for Pleſſis, and theſe other + 
authors ſhzw ; bythe bountie- and favour of Conſtan- 
tine,and his Princes,the Biſhop of Rome was made rich 
and great. ; but ſo were other Biſhops alſo. . Andas he | 
began to have a tribunall, and courts, and cauſes ; ſo-did 
others alſo; and thence grew corruption upon corrup- 
tion , contention upon contention , appeale upon ap-. 
peale,diviſion upon diviſion.. He grew to be reckoned, 
a Patriarch.: but the Biſhops of AHexandria, and Hnti-; 
och had the Tike priviledges given them ; which ſoone 
after was alſo beſtowed on the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, 
becauſe it was become the Imperiall Cittie , as Rome. 
had beence before, . And though the Greet Biſhops: 
would nevcracknowledge the Pope fortheir head, be- 
cauſc there was no reaſon they ſhould |, yet they. muſt. 
necdes confeſle that his riſing was theires, Their rifing,, 
and greatnes was but an imitation of his :.and ſo1s that; 
of the Archbiſhops of Toledo, Paris, Collen, Mextz, Trier, 
Canterburie , Torke , and others, as alſo of the Biſhops of. 
Angicrs, London, Winchefter,and Darham, and all others. 
in the Chriſtian world, according to the greatnes of the, 
Provinces, Cities,and Countries, whereof they obtai- 
ned the title and juriſdition. The Pope wasthe Beaſt, 
and Antichriſt , before he got the title of univerſal Bi-. | 
ſhop, which made him theirc head , & the grand Anti-,” 
chriſt: which hinders-not but thatbefore,and ſince,they: 
bytheir office might be pettie Antichriſts. This would. 
quickly appeare , if men would tric the ſpirits , tric the 
docrines,tric the callings,and ſay. The calling of Dio- 
ceſlan Biſhops, isit of God orof men? But if Biſhops 
may haye thcir wills, you ſhall D_ tric their callings,. 
3 AOL - 


(66) 
nor their dotrin&s by the Scriptures. I wonder there* 
fore that Princes and people of the reformed religions 
ſhould have their dodrines and ceremonies in ſuch ad- 
miration , becauſe of their perſons and offices, as if Gods 
ſpirit muſt needes'be with them, more then with others 

. when they ſhould rather thinke it to be leſſe with them, 
whoſe calling, and dominionis nor of God, then with 
' Others, and that if their do&rines, traditions and cere- 
monies agree not with the Scriptures , they cannot bee 

» Tok,g. Of God , {cing their authoritie , and office that impoſe 

Iob. 3. 44. them is nor of God, but of the ſame {pirit that ruleth in 

45-14-27 Antichriſt, they abide notin the government of Chriſt, 

-20.17, k X 
248. but are enemiesto it. | 

For the Apoſtles ordained them Presbiters (that is El- 
ders) in every Church by elefion , Paul faith to the Preſbi- 
ters,to the Elders. Take heede therefore unto your ſelves, 
and to all the flock ever which the holy Ghoſt hath made you 

Biſhops (the word is the ſame that is uſed , 1.Tim. 3.1.2; 

and may be tranſlated a Biſhop, or an overſeer,even as if 

the Grecke a preſbitex is an Elder,) There were di- 

vers of them over one flock. Therefore he ſaith. To 

the ſaints that are at Phi/zppi,wih the Biſhops and Deacons: 
the preſbiters were then the Bifhops, which is cleere by 
that , 7 left thee in Crete that thow ſhouldeFt ſes in order , the 
things that are Wanting , and ordaine them Preſbiters in 

every Cittic/that is by eleQion,according to AR. 14.23, 

AQ.1.23.Chap.s.5.and 1. Tim.4.14.2s Bcza well pro- 

vethit, in his Annotations on theſe places , and fo Paul 


Phll.r.r, 
Tit.x:5. 


| Eneony adderh) 7f any be b/ameleſſe, for a Biſh;p (that is the preſbi- 
| 48-20 reraforenamed.) mu## be blameleſe , which is ſo cleerc 


that Bellerm,that would faine denieit, isforced to cofefs 
Bellam. © that in all theſe three places the preſbiters are called 
llib,x:c.x4, Biſhopszand conſequently when Paul faieth , 1. Tim.;z. 
F: He that atſirgth the office of a Biſhop , deſireth a.good Worke: 

2 | 'that 
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that is the office ofa Preſbiter ; they. were one , and'the- 
fame,as Hicrom , and others cited by Be//armin have af- 
firmed, Otherwiſe Paull would not have them paſſed, , -1,,,, 
* as he doth, from the office of a Biſhop to the office of | 
a Deacon, but firft from the office ofa Biſhop,to the of- - 
fice of a Preſbiter,' and then to Deacons : but there he 
only ſpeakes of Biſhops, and Deacons, becauſe a Biſhop 
and a Preſbicer is one , and the ſame thing. Itis.rrue 
that 7imothie was an Evangeliſt ; which is greater then a 
Ziſhep : but as he iscalleda Biſhop, that is , a preſbiter. 
Neg lets not the gift that is in thee which Was giv? thee by pro. 
phecie with the laying on of the hands of the Presbiterie, 
The preſbiters ye ſec were then the Biſhops that ordai- 
| nedpreſbiters, that is Bifhops : and in that fenſe, 77:4 a 
{ preſbiter,that is a Biſhop, was left to ordaine them preſ- 
biters in every Cittic, that is Biſhops : but 7z/s was not 
a Ziſhop of Ziſhops: for if any of. them were taken in a- 
fault, the conſiſtorie of preſbiters were to looke to it,. 
AQs,20.28. So itis laid, againſt 4» Elder receive not an ,, Tim, ,, 
accuſation but before two,or three Witweſſes;which is not to 29. _ | - 
ſet one over the reſt, to make a Biſhop of Ziſhops: but as 
ifan Apoftle ſhould write toa ſenator of Yexzce, againft 
a Senator reccive not an accuſation but before two or 
three witneſſes, which were to teach him,andall Sena- 
tors their dutic. Chriſt ſaith of the holy Ghoſt, he | 
ſhall not ſpeake of himfelf , he ſhall rake of mine 10 fhew unto loh. 8. 
you: to teach us that the holy Ghoſt bringeth noe new 
dodtrine or ordinance, that ſtands not with theold : for 
Chrift changcth not ; heis the ſame yeFerday, and 18 day, 
@ for ever.ButPayl ſaith of theElders,7be holy Ghoſt hath Hebr.r3.%4 
wade you Biſhops ; this ordinance therefore is unalterable, AR.:04 
They ought to have the government, andthe honour 
duc to Elders,ſo Paul faith : Ler the Elders that rule well be , 
eonnred worthy of double honows eſpecially they Woho a ay. 


2p.4.74, 


the word and doftrine. Next t6 the Apoftles, ind Fuan: 

geliſts the Elderſhip was the place of greateſt honour in 

the Church. None of the Apoſtles are called Ziſhops, 

but Elders, they diſdained not the title, but reckoned it 

4;Ilob.t. an honour. The Flder ro the Ele Ladie,anddainrt Per, 
faith The Elders Which are among you 1 exhort, Who-am alſs 

an Elder : the Greeke word lignifies a fellow elder. 

4A8.15.8. The Apoſtles and Elders came together to confider 
22.23, | Of this matter. The choſen menand decreeswent out 

| ; inall their names, = LIS £ 

Some obje that Biſhops ſuccede the Apoſtles, and 

Preſ biters , the ſeaventie Diſciples. Thisis buta con- 
| ceite. For Preſbiters were the Biſhops ordained of 

; God , to ſucceede the Apoſtles, Chriſt faith to them. 
Mat.28.20 Loe 14m with you alvoates to the end of the World, That is 
in their ſucceſſors, ſuch as ſhould teach- their doctrine, 
| baptiſe, and governe according to his ordinance the 
Elder rip , fo they may have ſucceſſors ; but not as they 
were Apoſtles,and over Z/ders,that is over Biſhops : for 


7.23 dominion,orLordfhip in theChureh,but left them free 
voices , and free eleion ,and to be an Apoſtle is to be 
ſcat of God, with an immediate embaſſage to laie the 
foundation in practife, and ordinanees, as Paul did,bat 
the Embaſſage of Biſhops is mediate , they have theirs 
from the Apoſtles : neither can they lay another fonn- 

_dation,nor ordaine new things, though they oft affume 

\ it, in ſome decrees , canons and ceremonies, as they did 

who cſtabliſhed dioceffin Biſhops ; to fay they might 

doe it,or that their a& was of the holy Ghoſt ; it will 

© follow that others might with: like reaſon' ordaine 
Archbiſhops, and Patriachs, and in the end a Pope ovet 

all; and that all theſe their a&s were of the holy Ghoſt, 
\. but Biſhops, and Councells are not as” 
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the Apoftles were ; forevery one is willed, to 1ahe Bred | 
how he buildeth * for other foundation can no man lay , thep » Cor.s,\ 
that ts liid which is leſs Chri#, Tn this ſenſe cach Apoſtle **-** | 
was agenerall officer in all Churches , as Paul faith, : cor. «5. 
He had the care of all Churches, Bur herein no Biſhop will *#- 
call himſelfe his ſucceſſour': unles it be the Pope, who. 
exalts himſelf above all that is called God. Peter would « rc.;. 
not have any Elder to be a Lord over S0ds beritage: much 
lefſoouer other Elders. 7: ſhall not be ſo — you, ſaith Mat.:0. 25 
Chriſt, Ones your Maifter even Chriſt, and all' ye arcbre. ©N4p-23-8 | 
thre. '> There is no other Biſhop over theſe Biſhops, 
the Preſbyrers,or Elders. He'is the King of kis Church, 
and the only chieft Biſhop. It is a poore anſwer to all this r Per. 2/43 

to ay this opinion was condemned for an hereſie in ©**P-5-4- 
_ CArrins, (ecing Cheammitines hath ſo well cleared him,and Chemoir. 
Medina alleadged by Bellarmine', confeſſerh thar faint 39mm 
Hierom was herein wholy of opinion with the CAerians, and Trid. 
wot only $, Hierom , but likewiſe, Ambroſe, CAuguitin, Riltm. de 
Sedulins, Prima/;as, Chryſoitome, Theoderet,Oecumentas, and 1ijþ R— 
TheophilaF, If theſe or other Fathers did yet hold dio- 24. 
ceflan Epiſcopacic tobe lawfull ; and neceffarie, it may 
beanſwered, that otherwiſe the myſtcrie of iniquitie, 
could not have procceded as it did : they lived notto 
ſee ſuch fruits ef it, as wee have ſecne'; it was nor then 
come to the height of tyrannie , they therefore were 
more excuſable then wee can be:and therefore the cauſe 
is not bettered by this, that Engliſh Prelates hold with 
Bellarmin andRome in this point, ſeeing other reformed 
Churches finde it ſafer in this caſe, with Ca/vin, Chem- 
nitius; Bez4,and others to cleave.unto the Scriptures, and ___ 
bereformed by them,” ' Inthe Revelation, ſaint Ioha Rev.4-1.5, 
ſeeingthe Church that wasto be after him, ſaith, Bebold Q,7.  * 
4 Throne was ſet in heauen_: and round about the throne / 
Were-fonre and #YWentie Elder:. And in the midit - the J 
iS 019! K 8hrowe | 
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belong to-hisgovertiment.,as Dioceflan'Siſhops to 


dioceflan Biſhops. And whe Babylon isdeftroied,the EI- 


this is the government of Chrift, whois the king; 


x Ioko,z, time, Zven woware ner) LHnrichtifts. Thereis2 veile 
If. 


” the infectious fores and/mmaladics that\their powerand 


now fo'drawne, that Princes will for-Chrifts lake, lay 
ittoheart; and'take away their dominion-and riches, 


_ Secondly, Beciuſe itis cledretorallthe-wiſemen'in 
the Chriſtian'world, that ismany»gredt troubles have 
riſer in formertimes, about Prelates, as in'Englanda- 


foof htcallthe warres and-ftirres in Getmeny;and:ov 
therparts,'have-riſen from Biſhops,: Teſuits, and other 
Clergiemen :they haveniade'the Emperourand other 
Princestockill,,ard drive'rhe Proteſtants 'out -ofitheig 
Countriesand livings. All the doe \and\horlibiuly is 
raiſed to'reſtore them to their Antichriſtian - power in 
- Bifhopricks, Deanaries, Cloiſters,--and their-revenues, 
Howſoever the fire began, theſe are the bellowes that 
' blowit, andfuch as miniſter the oylceand ſulphure thar 
. hiveriouriſhed and increaſed: Ge rdanee 'Fhis ambiti= 
 vuſielſe of the Clergy, thac doth ſo much milchicte * 
| the 


” 
a. 


Wbrant,end 11 the midYh of the Bldersftood-Cluift; xo hey. 


they | 
that of Antichriſt; for note, he faith not Biſhops, bur El. 
ders, or Presbiters; leſt afterit ſhould have bin taken for 


Er.19. 4. ders give thankes, All this ſheweth-tharChciſts Church 
_ tobe governed by Eldeys;tharſo'it was, and ſoit 
andannointed to it. Now Dioceflan' and Provingalt 
Biſhops hinder this:government, and-are therein Anti- 
chrifts; thetefore- that's true which Job» -fatd in: his 


upon ſorne-Proreſtants hearts, a curtaine 'of Church: 
power before their eyes, that they annot ſcethis, and- 
-”” ceremonies bringin andcover;” Lhope this eurtaine is. 


| which-make them thus blinde and'corrupt, For that Ws 


bout Thomas of Becker, Stephen :Langthon,:and others: 
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'the Church &. Common wealth, is a hellifh fame,thay 
"cannot begin to-go out;tilRome be burned, & the Cler: 
gy reformed by the Scriptures. True-peace;& yuity there 
£an be none,till their dominion, riches,. & authority be 
taken away,and they reduced to the truth of the Goff 
- Lookeinta; England, and fee if theſe vices, and pride 
12 the.Glergy, liave not beene cauſe of: all the diffen. 
tions and diſgraces of that Country..:The late Duke 
knew well that he could not ſtand, praiſe and prevaile, 
Without their countenance and authority: to-maintaine 
their greatneſſe, ſave theic.honour and powerentire, 
keepetheir praftices, 'and corruptions in matter of reli- 
gionh,from being queſtioned and reformed, Parliaments 
muſt. bee diſturbed, yea cruſhed and diflolved, and, as 
men ſay, the moſ ſincere lovers of juftice and piety in 
that high Court, muſt be diſgraced, accuſed, and impri- 
ſoned, for diſcovering the: praftices of 'the Arminian, 
Popiſh, or Spaniſh faRions ; and ſuch flatteries, and er- 
roursof the Clergy, as appeare in Pulpit, print, and 
praſtice. The Biſhops ſce all this, and know that by all 
theſe meanes, their powerand authority is cncreaſed, 
asthat of the Church of Rome , and: other popifh-Fi- 
ſhops was by the like. 
But they that by theſe meanes cheriſh:ſych fations, 
"countenance or ſuffer Arminian Beokes, aud praftices 
to pu and doe little. againſt the Popifh, are nor fo- 
<old in defending that tradition of theirs, or ratherof 
the Papiſts, that Dioceflan Bilhoſe, and their authority: 
in things called indifferent, are of God; bus to ſhew. that 
like the Papiſts thoy arc more jcalous,ſenlible, and zea- 
lous efany thing done-again&t theſe, then: agaiaſt thoſe 
that are done againſt the! kingdome, wordz and ordi- 
nances of Gog, :they arc eves yatchfult, caxcfull,: and 
-acalous, igihinderall books and. difcoveries that are 
YA \ ne 7 againſt 
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aminſtany oftheir traditionsand ceremonies ; notone 
muſt be ſuffered to beſcene that hath any proofe for the 
Elderſhip, or againſt the Hierarchy : pretending till 
they are hereticall, and rous,which is but a _ 
tricke, and a mockery, while in the meane thoſe of the: 
Arminians are ſuffered to paſſe, and the 'popiſh are not 
ſo ſeverely ſuppreſſed, though hereticall, and very dan< 
gerous tothe ſoule, * o ear) 105 eto 

In the hiſtory ofthe Councell of-Frent it isſhewed' 


that 1n the Church of Martyrs there was no eccleſraſticall 


prohibition, though ſome godly men made conſtiente of read- 
ing bad bookes for three reaſons of Gods lave:to avoid rhe cor 
tagion of eviil : not 10 expoſe ones ſelfe to temptation, without 
necefiity or profit : and not 10 ſpend time vainly. About the 
yeare 400. 4 Councell. in Carihage did forbid 10 reade the 
bookes of the Gentiles; but allowcd rhems to reade the brokes f 
the heretickes © the decree Whereof is umong the Canons cot: 
lefted by Gratien,' And this Was the firſt probibiticn by way 
ef Canon. The bookes of heretickes, contaiving doetrine coy- 
acmned by Councels, Were often forbid by the Emperonrs, as 
by Conflantine thoſe . the Arrians, by Arcadiae thoſe of Exe 
wemins and HManiches, by Theodofins thoſe of "Neftorins, "by 
CMartianus thoſe of the Euticheans. It ſufficed the Councels 
and Biſbep: io ſhe What booles did containe damvied or apo- 
eryphall dofirine, So did Gelafins in the yeare 494. and Went 
xo further, leaving it to the conſcience of every one to avoid, 
ex reade ther 10.4 good end. After the yeare 800. the Popes 
ef Rome, 4; they + a great part of the politicke govern- 
ment, ſo they cauſed the beokes of theſe authors they did con 
demne,to be burned, and forbad the reading of them, Not- 
Withſianding one ſnall finde but few bookes forbid in that ſort 
wntill this age. Martin the 5, doth in & Bull excommunicate 
all the ſets of heretiches, eſpecially Wicleififts, and Huſcites, 
not mentioning thoſe who reade their brokes, though many of 
F them 
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Vhem went abeut. Led 10. dondemniig Luther, did 'Wiche# 
| forbid all his badkes.upon paine of excommunication.'After- 
Ward the following Popes,' and the Coimcell of Trent did the 
. tile for all the baokes of the Reformiſts. In the yeare 1558. 
the King of Speine made 4 laWv, that the Catalogue of beokes 
prohibited by the gs ſronld be printed, 
7s * his diſcourſe cing Jargerin the Author, ſheweth 
that it is a ſhame for the Engliſh Biſhops to follow their 
novell and popiſh courſe againſt them that prove the 
Elderſhip to. be Gods ordinance; and argues a bad cauſe 
in the Prelates, which they dare not ſuffer ro be diſptt- 
ted, nor the bookes againſt ittobeeſeene, thongh they 
| hold thethings to be indifferent, and of a poſitive law: 
yy andthat while they ſuffer thoſe of rhe Arminians, and 
inthe mean hinder thoſe that confute them, this argues 
plaine policy, and Trent tyranny, forall this is done at. 
their-ioftance,. - | 
It is pretended, that neither this knowledge of the 
Elderſhip,nor that which convinceth the Arminian te- + 
nets,are necdfull in a Chriſtian ; which is but a moc- 
kery, while they would that men ſhould' know that 
there ought to be Biſhops, and that they ſhould bee's*? 
beyed, though they prohibit reaching of the revealed 
truth of God, touching his free grace, in cle@tion;con 
verſion, mans free will, and the ljk- ;and in rhe meane 
ſuffer the contrary doarine to paſs in Arminian books: 
For while rhey ſay, thefe things are too high for the 
people, let them learne eaſter, and bee taught to pray, 
&c. they are willingly ignorant, that by ſuch trickes 
the Papiſts at firſt put off the truth of God, and in time 
eſtabliſhed their owne errors. in matter of juſtification, 
tranſubſtantiation, merits, -and 'the like; that if this 
be granted, the like art may after beuſed in other mat- 
tes; and thence others mayin time ſay;ChriR is givert 
K 3 
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| nd eaten inthe Sactament, Miniſtets dot'binde and 


looſe, Chriſtians are juftified,. it is ſufficient 'to deleeve 


-"theſc things, and not toknow how, they are high mat- 


Rev.1.z4. 


ters, therefore the meane 'knowledgeiis beſt 1 and: ſo 


-by degrees in other points... Which being granted, after 


this ſecond ſtep te 6, errour,and poperie,there 


'would follow a pa ,/ that-the Prelaces would bee =_ 
rupted in them, ſetOut corrupt gloſſes,- multiply Ca- 
-nons,:and then you: muſt belecve asthe Church: be- 


leeves, that is,as they beleeve, or bee accounteda ſchif- 
maticke, and inthe endanhereticke. + 7-7 ff 
I confeſle, that if Papiſts and'Arminians did-not ftrive 


/ tocorruptmen in theſe points, ſuch cxa@ ronfutations 
| of them, and knowledge of the truth in them, might 
| ſcemleſle neceſlary;; and:in ſome ſort to forbid it, were 


not plain trechety,as now'it is counted in the Prelates;; 


That there ought to bee a good order in'mensknow- 


ledge; not tominde nothing elſe but theſe points, nor 
to beginne with them,and then come to kearnethe'firſt 
principles of the Oracles.of God : but they being firſt 
learned which toucha mans particular falvation,then 
eo come to thoſe which touch: the' ſalvation and free- 
domecof the Church, and conſequently of every -parti- 
cular foulcinit, theknowledge of the like being com- 
mended in the Revelation , that we may pray to God 
fora reformation ; left the Prelates reigning thus, the 
fauh come to be.corrupted;and diſeſteemed, traditions; 
errour, and will-worſhip advanced, as in the Church of 
Rome: whoby keeping:/Princes and people in igno- 
rance in the matter of their Hietarchie, and traditions; 
and pretcading. divers-points; wereto0 high for pariſh 
pulpits, and laicks, brought them to that height of im- 
piety and crrour wherein they. are. Whence we may 
ee, that leſt the like evils'come '09-us, as they begin, 
" | the 
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the knowledge of Gods ordiaances: in matters: of the- 
Alderſbip,rand things againſt the 'Hieratchic and1raditi- 
ons,. is more neecfary in. every underſtanding man,” 
then one'would thinke/at the fitit ſight. Iticoncerneth 
the; faith it ſelfe, and the -keepingof it ancorrupt ;; be- 
cauſe without it the Church is ſure-to-be kept in-bon+ 
dage, many points of faith: loft or:changed,- as: in the 
Church of Rome: and ſo-many ſoules cormpted and: 
perverted to perdition, For they know: that if Princes. 
and people know itnot, the King and Parliament can. 
notcometo knowit, much lefle to reformeitg andby 
allthis weſce plainly that; greater corruptions will in- 
evitably follow, and the Prelates will come to that po-. 
wer, that menſball.ngt dare-to diſcover them, . . _ 

- When the light of the Gaſpell'did-but begin to bee- 
reſtored, and errouts byit:to-be diſcovered, the Empe- 
rqurs Ambaſſadors .camein his name-to:the Legates.in, 
| Trent,defiring 20. points of reformation,of which-ob-« 
ſeryetheſe, That no ſcandalous diſpenſations may bee. 


_ granted hereafter. Thatpluralityof bencfices may-bee Hitor. os 
taken, AW2y, and Schovles creed in Cathedrall and Se gs 
Coltegiat Chur ches. That: every EceleGaſticall mitti-/ Treat, pag. 
ſteric beexerciſed freely, and:thatrich benefices with-/$93-. 


out cure, may be incorporated to..thoſe thathave:cure; 
and ſmall revenue. /Thatvthe, Canons againſt Simonie- 
may ' be xevived,' Thatthe Eccleftafticall conſtitutions. 
Grey mae {uperfluity cytoffandmot/madeequallt 
to the obligations ofthe law of God.: [That excommu- 
nication' be not uſed but. for mortall finne, or notori-. 
ous irregularity. That divine-ſervice be .ſo.faid;. asthar 
it may; be-underſtood by him. that faith it,  and-by hin. 
that heartth it. Thata way bee found hot tocchaſe a. 
way badpariſh Prieſts; becauſe that iscaſice;, butto ſubs. 
Ritute better. . I omit others of allowing ——_— => 
ricſts,. 


J 
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\ Miniſters, ſhould attend to their vocation, not medling 
"in any office but in the divine Miniftery, That Biſhops, 


: (76) 
Prieſts, and the cup to ſome nations. 

_ TheFrench Ambaſſadouts had the like. The Priefts | 
fhould norbe ordained before they were old, and had 
a good teſtimony of the people, they had lived 


well. Thata Prieſt ſhould nor be ordained before hee 


hada benefice, or miniftery; accordingto the Councell 
of Chalcedon;' at whichtimea preſbyterall title with- 
out an office was not heard of: Thatthe due funion 
ſhould be reſtored to Deacons, and-other holy orders, 
and _—_ may not ſcemero beare names, 'and for 'cere« 
ncly. Thatthe Prieſts,and-orher Eccleſiafticall 


/ Pariſh Priefts, andother Eccleſiaſtickes, unable to per- 


Pa.5oz, 


forme their charge, ſhall receive coadjutors, -or leave 
their benefices, That no'man ſhall have more then one 
benefice, taking away the differences of the quality'of 
the perſons, andof benefices comparible, and incom- 
patible, a new diviſion-not heard of in the ancient de- 
crees. That he that hath two or more, ſhall reraine that 
onely which hee ſhall chooſe, within a ſhort time, or 
ſhall incurrethe penalty of theancient Canons. That 


'themandates of proviſion, expeRations, regreſſions, 


reſignations in confidence to be revoked, and baniſhed 
out of the Church, as contrary to the decrees. ' If cither 
the people or Princes of En d;ſhould make theſe or 
the like to:the Parliament;or Convocation of the Cler- 
gy; they ſhould preſcatly be hiſſed out for Puritans; as 
theCardinalscalled thoſe YirramonranBiſhops hypocu- 
tans, that held reſidency to be ex jure divino, 
Somethinke, if there were better Biſhops all would 
be weltenough- :Indecd it could'not bee ſo bad; but: 
wcll it could:neverbe:: becauſe Dioceſſan Biſhops are 
not ordained .of God, they arc no- branches of _ 
cngraf- 


- 
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'engrafting, their office hath ho foot'in Chriſt; the tas 106.15; 
Vine, whois the Word: ſich officers) and officesas the 
Father harki planted in him, bring forth fraitunto him: 
'Heisthe'doore} by: which all truc Shepheards enter; 
. hethat climberb up another way {beiit by a pores law; Ioh.10.2. 
or otherwiſe) ihe ſame 'is 4 ley Groot b* and brihps 
forth ſuch fruits: as diocefian Epiſcopacy hath," SN 7 
Biſhops there are indeed' that have ſhewed themſelves f- 


egainſtthe Arthinians, and Papiſts, and'to belovers of 
preaching,andſound doftring;even asChriſthad ſome 
Lone friends among the Rulers and Phariſes;bue * 
theſchave beene ſoonequailed, and: keprourof grace - 
ta the Court ; howſoever they are great friends of the 
hierarchy, and enemies of the Elderſhip,and true refor- 
mation, and fo affetted'tothole great places, yr 
greblinde on/that fide; and'in thar>refpeR {s 7M 
ehckingdome of God, that the: devill and the rows 
know well enough that they are” herein more helpers 
tothe Romiſh religion, then" hinderers, becauſe they 
{ wupholdthe reputation: of dioceſſan Biſhops, andcere- 
monies, withrhe'moſt religious fort of 'conformiſts, 
and ſo-doc-but hold 'way for worſe-ſucceſſors. Tt is 
ſtrange that wiſe men, and ſome both conſcionable 
and well ſcene in Divinity, ſhoald ſuffer themſelves ro 
be ſo ſeduced/in this point as! to thinke dioceſſan/and \ 
provinciall Epiſcopacy lawfull and neceffary.' 1. Becauſe | 
they ſee it was vety anciently ordained andexerciſed by 
good men, and that the: received cuſtome' was confir- 
med by theNicene Councell: whereasthepſhould ta- 
ther conſider, thaticwasnorin the Church of Martyrs); 
5:itisnow; the Biſhops then differed lirtle from: Pref 
bytcrs-in pompe and authority, and/did not-reigne over 
thirm as. nowz! thar-thoughrthoſe Farkorsmightthinke 
eeyogd in iordaining ts nnleffe they! had-crred 


thercim, 


_ 
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| therein, and namety: in taking ſo. much on thed,:ang+ 
yet had ſcemedta doeizasa; thing neceſſary and profis 

table, ithad not becne-poſlible thar the myſtery of inie. 

| quity ſhould have wrought-ſo ſoene, and that Ant. 

.: -- .z; chriſt, pho was to bea Biſbop,andto\ſitin the Temple 

: of Ged, ſhould ihave found. means, ani ſtep.after ſtep. 

| / torife to-his! greatnefſe Dur. of: that -ordinance; as was 

In an 2pi+ ſhewed he did: That ſome evill things; have beene or. 
©1:o he dainedin Councels very.ancients as Biſhop -Iewel mas 

biſtory of | nifeſteth > that>this ,proved fuch im Hart: time: that- 
ophrwens, therefore it is notgood to:thinke-of reducing diocef. 
BY fan Biſhops to theiv-fieſt eflate,but rather-oftiking'thens 
/ away, becauſe ſuch. trees-mult needs bring, fotth.ſuch: 

_ +» Becauſe many zealousand;wellafffefted men have 
beene, and ſfomienow are;diaceiian. Biſhops. JLanſwer, 
have they not read that- fome-zealous Prieſts & Biſhops 
haye come-to:be;Pope? as: of old Gregory-2. and divers 
ethers-: and: of late i_44rien; 6, reckoned, holy. men + 
which-makes their papalicalling never awhit-moreto. 
lembleorlawfull-no mote daths,ivin-thoſe Engliſl Ba 
fhops, that otherwiſe axc:ſound.in{ religion... Forthey 
ſtanding fo-ſtoutly for hierarchy, traditions, and cere« 
monies, which are; Romifh, \and have their. ftrengrhs 

/ from-Romiſhambition; power;and uſurpation, even in 
theſe beſt Biſkaps,4he tree is kaowne by his fruit; and} 
/ 1g this reſpeR; they arealldrunke with thewine of her: 
| fornication, though ſowe;more, ſome lefle. ' For they: 
that 'haveiiatherwiſe -beene good: Preachers; are the 

' worle-when they;come tobe Biſhops, :or toaffedt ſucks. 
- places':; they make them-ſo-ceremonious, ; and zealous: 
| ofthe hierarchy; icanons,ſervice, and ecremonies, that- 
\they ſicke noc:topreachthem; and ſo loth-to diſpleaſe' 
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'Ki6rt pine Enemis of ſich'true Proteſtants , as ſeeks 
the Elderſhip and right refotmation : 'whom'they 'will 
nor permiteo write or ſpeake, muck leſſeto preach the 


trach'of God in thoſe points; biitſcoffe, mocke; puniſh, ; 
'imprifonand fifence theta, keeping the Princes by theſe | 
and all the fhifts they en, ini ignorance inthis point, as / 
the Papiſts doe theirs in this point and in'others. - The * 

ancient Fathers did not thus, they werent ſuch Bi- / 


: " 
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This the whole counfſaile of God'is/not ſuffered! to 
be preached in England hill fay itt theſe/poinits of the 
elderſhip, hierarchy, and ſervice-onely? whereina man 


isnotſomnch as ſuffered to diſtinguiſh betweene a ſa- | 
cnticer, anda Preſbyrer,” orPrieft, as al Miniſters are | | 
called ? No, amyſtery of iniquityc4itior felt imewoor 


crificer, 'and\a Pri 


three evils : 'bur thoſe obſtinately*Uefended by*men, 
God pvives them over to greater blindneſle and errour, 
So was itin the Church'of Rome, and ſo hath-it beene 
in'England,where arfirſt it waSindeed ſaid; why ſhould 
Tacn ftuinble ſo mach at Biſſiops'atid 'cerettionies} {6 
long as the Goſpell maybe freely preachedin all other 
things, and no Minifterhindred-in them* bur nowit is 


"come toanother eyill; the bondage and limitations are 


more ihicreaſed.. For the Clepy; and eſpecially the Bi- 


ſhops, havenot'onely tetaporifed' with the -Dube, and 


other hiſpaniolized and popiſhagentsandpraQtiſers;bur 
eve for their fivour let-in Arminianiſme, neither op- 


polingit themſelves, $0r firing orherstharwould; | 
Þut befgule Dur 11am dith alwayes cheriſhad evil,they 
0 the. Kir 


s to protiibite* diſpnies' oh both-fides, "ner 
6 hinder Arminiianiſhtc; for 'the Sookes.of DoRor 


Taciſo# andothers, were ſiffered weomeoutafterthar) 
*bur others. from” confitting it-ift their. diſpatations, 


books, and ſermons ; mid inficadoftlic-Scriptures:40 
WY F L 2 make 
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make the Artitles the R#fe pn and- them.the .interpreters. 
of them, who-have not onely protected the appealer, 
DaRor-lackſer;. Door. Conſens, and ſome others. thax 
fayour-of Arminianiſme;and Popery, hindred the Par, 

- iamenty and others from. convincing.them of crrour, 
and ſo.emboldned others to broach.;worſe crcours in 
flattery.of mighty favourites, belped to get Parliaments 

diſſolyed,. wherein men. had {qme/hope of remedy : 
but kave themſelves preached ſome paſſages favouring 
of Romiſhand Trent corruption, ſceming.ta apptove 
the vulgaredition, that the Sacraments. confer grace ex. 
opexe operato, and-to tye the underſtanding of the Scrip- 
tures, to the interpretation of the Fathers, to, make the - 
beſt ofmoderne Divines, little regarded. , In, theſe and 
"Io the like, they being-powerfullin, Court, cannot wang 
followers and flatterers ; and therefore men.,of under- 
ſtanding ſay they 45s nar ſo. well read in.the Rules of 
piety; as in thoſe af policy;, uſed againſt ze deſired re- 
formation.inthe.time gf Lucber, which bejng ſer forth 
in the hilgeg.of the. Councell oh. Trent, though it an- 
ger-the Papiſts; in regardit diſcovereth a world of their 
yarious difſimulations, cunning ſhifts'and devices, yet 

[it pleaſeth them. in this, that,they ſerve to teach. the Bi- 
ſhops, and Arminians, how x0 fruſtrate and delude all 

the faireſt -proafes. and; attempts of their adyerlaries, 

. And becauſc ſame have written todiſcover the errourg, 

_ praQiees, and dangers, they have not oncly put all mey. 

.could. catch in, the .high:Commiſſion , but leſt ſack 

ſhould ger out, and themſelves be any. way hindred or 
-diſcavexcd. in ſuch procecdings, they have obrained_ 
authority, thatifany. writer, Printer, . or Baok-ſcllerg 
come with.a prohibitian, he ſhall be preſently cenſured, 
Some will-ſay; this is. but reaſon.. I anwſer, true,if their 
| Kiernechioand proſices whregaoomling to Gods word, 
| ! an 


ts) 


and they ſeditious and hereticall thae they tzouble-:.. but 
being as it is, and this power ſeldome or never exren- 
ded-againſt.any but ſuch as ftand for Gods truth againſt 
 Arminians, popiſh praftiſers and defenders of the hie- 
rarchy, they abuſe the King and Councell, in getting 
them tobe their proteRors, and are themſelves bliade 
and Antichriſtian tyrants. Such as in ſtead of follow- 
ing the rulesof the Goſpell ſeeme rather to encline to 
that of Paul 4. who ſet on foot the Inquiſition, which nic: eſe. 
he ſaid was the principall ſecretand myſtery of the Pa-. Councell os 
pacy, the true Remme to beat down-herelie,and defend ,;" & * 
the Apoſtolike ſea, by advancing another, which like it 499. 
ſhall prevaile by power and terrour in ſtead of goqd rea- 
ſon, namely the high Commiſion Court. TK 
The Councellors of the Parliament of Paris, ſeein 
the Articles of reformation publiſhed in the Councel 
of Trent, qppoſed, ſaying, the Eccleſiafticall authoriry 
was enlarged beyond its bounds, with the wrong and 
diminution of the temporall, by. giving power to Bi- 
| ſhops to proceed to pecuniary, mulcts, and impriſon= 
ment againſt the laity; whereas no authority was given 
by Chriſt to his Miniſters, but meere and pure ſpiritu- 
all : that when the Clergy was made a member of the 
Policy, the Princes did by favour allpw the Biſhops to 
puniſh, inferiour Clergy men with temporall puniſh 
ments,that diſcipline might be obſerved amongſt them, 
but co uſe ſuch kinde of puniſhment againſt the laickes, 
they had neither from the law of God, nor of man,bux- 
by uſurpation onely. All which ſheweth, that diaee(- 
fag Biſhops are great impoſtors, though the Pope bee 
indeed the grand impoſtor. And let men be ſure, thae 
as they and their hicrarchy are more and 'more defend 
ed, ſo will their power encreaſe, and grow more po- 
piſh, blinde, exroncous, and Antichriſtjan, as that ofthe; 
| | ""MoPr hn Church, 


bv... 267 IRE 
"Church of Rome did; their feare towards God beitig 
in theſe things taught by the precep?s of men, the wiſe- 
dome of them and their ſupporters, muft needs Aecap 
and periſh, to the cxtreame danger of the Chutch and 
Commonwealth. HM 
By all which may bee ſcene, rhat the kingdome of 
God, in the rue, free, and full power of the word prea- 
\ched, is incompatible with the hierarchy ; they cannot 


Nan together, but the maintenance of the one is the 


_ breaking of the bands of the other, and of the tree 
:peaceand happineſſe of the Church and State ; and chat 
-therefore there is neceffity of a reformation in the 
Church, and reſtoring the ordinafices of God to that 
forme, which'not any htimane, but his divinewiſdome 
-ordained. . | nr Grail | 
Some have pretended, [that it is good policy to up- 
hold 'the Hierarchy; for ſay they, no Biſhop, no. King's 
there muſt be 9r4erin the Church,and BilhopsAare they 
that preſerye it. This is that bulwark which they uſed 
to beat off all juſt complaints,and avethemſclves, theit 
cauſe, their friends'and followers, ſuch as the Duke, the 
eppealer, and Couſens, fromthe parliamentary power, 
'Cruſhed and diffolvedit muſt be, rather thet ſucha one 
-Or his trechery be brought to triall ; though they there- 
| by make ſuch the more bold to attempt the like or 
worſe evills, everthrow the power and uſc of Parlia- 
ments, that confirmed their hierarchy, /a requitall not 
ſo ftrange in them, as juſt with God) andſo alienate 
the heart of the King from his ſubjeAs,and the ſubjeRs 
from the Kihg, though they know, « kingdome divided 
in it felfe cannot ſtand ; that having theirhearts hee is 
Nrong, anda King indeed ; that otherwile hee cannot 
well {ubſiſt;”as aKing Mu not Te pied wh mo- 
ney and nick * but muſt þecforced to make peace wirt 
ISL the 
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-the enemies of religion on.the harder. condirions-;/and: 
home: bredPapiſts and Arminians would thereby grow 

the bokder, to cacreaſe their religions and partiesy/the 
Palatinate could not well be recevered,. but the enemy: 

muſt nceds.be made the moreabſolute and refolute, to. 

root out our religion. and/brethren in forraighe parts, 

and at laſt, ſeeing, diviſion in;England, to-venture thi-. 
ther to.endangerthe Church and Commonweale, the- 
Kingdome, andall. Wherein what have the Prelates. 
ſhewed lefle, then that they had rather all theſe ſhould. 

be ſhaken and endangered, then their /hierarchyzorithen.. 
one-proud {ppealer, one popiſh, Conſens ſhould beque-. 
ſtioned in dif] paragem ent thereof, For theſe evils could 

not have beene cfteRed againſt ſo many endeavours of - 
Parliaments, without the helpe of their,religious pre- 

tences, nor.pafled without the. cloake of their Epiſco-. 

pall gravity, And' leſt things ſhould bee difcoveredor- 
reproved, beſides their diligence in ſuppreſſing. ob. 
bookes, they have got the Gourt- and: Groffe ſupplied: 

with Preachers for their owne, turne,: yea: caifed- ſome. 

mens ſermons to be peruſed beforehand, accordingts;, 

the policy uſed in thethird convocation of 'the Coun«. 

ccll of, Trent, where the Biſhop of Modena:was appoin<Hitor.of - 
ted to peruſe every ſermon, and whatſocyer elſe wasto 5, £2%*+- 
be delivered in publike, | | © Trent, page-. 


a 


By all which, he that will may fee, that asit was:ever 45+. 


- 0 


in the hierarchy, ſo bath it beene, is, and will be in this, 
the more Biſhop and hierarchy, the-kile King, the leſſe- 
good order in Church and Commonwealth. Forthey:- 
have beene in eff the Kings, nothing 'mult bee pre- 
ferted,or heard againſt them, ar, ſuch friends of theirs;ag- 
the Duke; and others ; bur ſtill they pretend thar' theſe 
complaints.are not. ſo muchaagainſt thein, asagain&the.- 
Kings government and prerogative: which isa meer& 
 -139163 rrigke- 


trickand colour to engage the King in their cauſe, ahd 
{otofaverhem, their friends'and praftices from com- 
-ming to triall-:and ſo'in conclufion it'comes robe their 
-prerogative that muſt” nor bee touched by the Parlia- 
ment, nor indeed'by the word of God. 'Is'not this to 
bring all out of order? And which makes the evill feeme 
the morc incurable, no'man darcs' manifeſt fo much, 
1oable are they to undoe him. Which is a power the 
devill hath purchaſed them, -thatthey and” others may 
boldlyproceed to propagate other crrours, and 'doe 
what cvill they liſt without controule, like the Church 
of Romezandthartomaintaine them, their ponrificall 
greatneſle, their Pallaces and'Coaches, religion may a- 
bide in their power,be made a-leaderrrulefor them ro 
turae which way they liſt, the trueſt lovers of Truth 
oppreſſed, the kingdome'of Godinvadedand uſurped, 
_ the whole Chriſtian world <difturbed- and affti- 
£6. | OW FD, 

| -Arenotmen aſhamed, that living in the light of the 
Goſpel, the love of Chriſt conſtratnes them not to be 
againſttheſe men, but-that- they ſhould nevertheleffe 
ſuffer themſclves ro be made the friends and proteQors 


'of them and their hicrarchy, and 'to thinke that there- 


in they cither ſerve God, or the King and State,as they 
-ought © For firſt that their hierarchy 'isagainlt the fer- 
viceof God, if enough hath riot beene'ſaid, this may'be 
added:; that while the office of Dioceſſan Biſhops is 
fally held:to be ex jure divine, as'we have proved, Gods 
ordipanccs and officers being rejeted, the Chiirch'is 
governed by:heir.greateſt adverſaries:who alſo having 
gouen'ithe ruling! and deſciffive voices 'in Conncels, 


_  (whichhould ratherbelongisthoſe rue Biſhopsand 


_ Paſtors the Preſbyters) make theirowne opinions and 
«0urs of Biſhops and cxaditiohs40*bet receivedfor 
2: ibs matters 


{s5) 
-natters of faith,as in the Councel of Trent. For though. 
{ſome hold that itis no matter offaith, but rather indif- 
ferent, and at the pleaſure of Kings,. whether they or 
Elders ſhould governe the Church ; yer itis of no leſſe 
conſequence; becauſe even.in England they maketheir 
Articles to bee received, and in a wreſted or doubtfull 
ſenſe tobe a ſure Rs/e, and ſo-matters of faith, as-them- 
Nelves interpret them; yea this to be granted, that them- 
| ſelves and their adherents, aſſembled in Convocation, 
-as the Church repreſentative; whichif ic make other 
Articles more unſound. or ſayouring of Arminianiſme, 
-or Other errour, will thinke-theyſhould: bee reccived, 
eſpecially in matters ef their authority : for who can 
hinderit, or dare ſay they have not power to decide, 
_ whatisthe faith ? when indeed. ſeeing the inſtitution, 
-of Dioceſan Biſhops is of a,poſitive law,and not de jure. 
4>vino, men ſhould rather conſider the conſequences : 
"which were very aptly ſet forth in the Councell of 
Trent, where the Papalins maintaining that.the infti- 


tution-and-juriſdition: of, Biſhops 'were not. de jare db-Hift. of the 
0:10, but that Biſhops had their juriſdition from the meg" of 
Pope, and that hee onely had received. inftitution. and gg, © 


Juriſditionfrom Chriſtin the perſon:oſ Peter ;.the Bi- 
ſhop of Segue replyed, That if chey haye it: not from 
Chriſt, neither can the Councell. have any. from him, 
which conliſteth of Biſhops, that if Biſhops are-nort in- 
NKituted, by Chriſt, the authority of them is altogether 
humane, and he that hcarcethit ſpoken, that.Biſhopsare 
Rot inſtizured by, Chriſt, muſt needs thinke that-this 
Syngd is a congregation of prophane, men,,in.which,, 
*Chciſt doth not preſide, but a.power received precarily 
{rom men, and ic would bea great illuſion generally of 
all Chriftendome to propoſe it, not 6nely as the ber 
-but as the onely and ncceflary- meancs. to decide.con-, . 
| FS ET nM M _ *troyerlies; 
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troverſies;/ That hee would-never have:cometo thie- 
Councell.ifhe had'not beleeved that Chrift had beene 
inthe midft of it; that if any Biſhop ſhould beleeye and; 
thinke his authority to bee humane, it had beene great 
boldnefſe in him todenounce, inthe former difficul- 
ties, anathematriſines; and not rather tefer all to him,' 
who had greater authority, © a edader 

Now howſoever theopinion of the Pepalirs that the 
Pope is the onely- Biſhop jure divino, and that others 
ought to have inſtitution from him, is moſterronequs; 
yet ſceing itiscertaine that the' inſtitution and jurifdi- 
Rion of dioceſſan Biſhopsate not from Chriſt, but ofa 
poſitive law, all thoſe conſequences alledged by the Bi- 
ſhop of Scgys doe follow thereupon ; and thoſe alſo 
which the Biſhop of Paris-added againſt the tenet of Lay- 
ez Generall of the Iefuites, who exceeded in maintain- 
ing the cauſe againſt the Biſhops : + That inſtead ofa ce- 
leſtiall kingdome(for ſothe Church is called )ir maketh 
itnot a kingdome; buta temporalltyranny ;'that it ta- 
ketht from the Church thetirle-of the Spouſe of Chriſt, 
and maketlrira ſervant, proftinited to 'man : whence ir 
followes, that the Engliſh Hierarchy, having no autho- 
rity from Chriſt; is a temporall tyranny, and the Spouſe 
of Chriſt is made a ſervant; and ſubjeedto it, It is 
true, that where two or threeate gathered together tin 
Chriſts name, there is he in the midſt: butto bee truly 
gathered togetherin his name, requireth that.their of- 
fice be de jure divine; and they have'/power from him 
toaſſemble and-handle ſuch matters: this he nevergave 
to dioceflan Biſhops; for he never ordained them: they 
are butintruders,-uſurping that which by Gods inſtitu. 
tion belonged to Paſtors that arc Preſbyters. With the 
Trent Fathers they pretend right by that place:Take hted. 

LþcyOur ſetoes, and to aff the flicke over Which the Holy —_— 
CLLES 3 | ath 


. OI 2 GOES > ot" GE AAS 8 UE AS 06s 


87) 


bath made y0u Biſhops, 10 feed: the, Church of God: yrhichis 4%. 20. 18 


ſpoken to Preſbyters, and yet by uſurping-theſe. letters 
 pacents. of the, Preſbyters, dioceſſan Biſhops take-the . 
charge from them, exclude the Preſbyters,. to whom 
they were granted,and what worſe is, reigne over them 
as over their ſubjets, who muſt not; preach any'thing 
that diſlikes them. That eleQion is of Gods free grace, - 
regeneration and converſion of his power, and not. of 
mansfree will; that men doe beleeveand perſevere, 
becauſe they were predeſtinated, though they be plain- 
ly taughtin the Scripture, yet they will not have them 
nor the like points cleared by Preachers in, Pulpit nor 
Print, nor by Divines in the Vniverſitics, no not in a 
time when Papiſts & Arminianscorrupt men in them; 
but they muſt-be left to them the, Fathers and. Rulers : 
asifdioceſlan Biſhops, never, ordained. of God, being 
many of them Courtiers; {wolne/with! ambition, de- 
-pending on the intereſts of favourites,fuch as the-Dauke, 
parties in ſuch fations, corrupted with flatteries, con- 
tcſting againſt the endeavours of Parliaments,daily bu- 
fied at the Councell table, in the Starchamber, -or high 
Commiſlion-Court, ſhould betterknow hawto cleere 
and determine theſe and other high points, then Prea- 
chers that ſtudy nothing elſe but Divinity, and are not 
led by ſuch particular intereſts, There is no. man that 
hath but an indifferent. judgement, 'and- any ſparke of 
true love to Gods Kingdome, but will lay, ,itisimpoE- 
. ſible that theſe men, or their flatterers, ſhould bee fit 
Iudges,or give juſt lawes ro menin ſuch caſes : yet they 
overne all in Synods,and cl{cwhere, and if they have 
'but, colourable pretences like the ;Papiſts, . who doe re- 
ſit or queſtion them ? Theſe are they. that-ruling all, 
and having many things in their gift, arc ſure to be flat+ 
- -2ered and followed in Court naar 
oe i oi) M 2 an 
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and if, asthe Appealer doth, they can but alledge the 
opinion of Biſhop Baniraft, or any ſuch politician Pre. 
hre'like themſelves, they care for no better authority, 


_ Onelyſtrengthned by the ſecular arme;they know how 
| fo prevaile by power. | . | 
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"All which conſidered, it is no marvel! that they have 
decreed ſo many things to ſo little profit, yea to ſo great 
damage to'the Church and kingdome of God, And 
all rrue Chriſtians are the 'rather to take heed of them 
and their decrees, and not to ſay, it is either neceſſary. 
ro have Biſhops; or #thing indifferent, feeing they ſo. 
\much endanger the'faith', and that in theſe reſpeds it. 
greatly concernes th&faith and'all the faithfull 'ro have 
their government aboliſhed,and the Elderſhip reſtored, 
leſt by them, as by the Biſhops in the Church of Rome, 
religion-come tobe corrupted; i | 
It-will be objected; the moſt ancient ©ouncels were 
governed by Biſhops, I anſwer, that otherwiſe Popiſtt: 
errours could not have” beene eſtabliſhed, nor'ſo'long 
maintained againſt the truth; that at firſt Preſbyters had 
their voices in them, that Biſhops of old differed lictle 
from Preſbyters; had paſtorall*tharges, and were-nor 
like ours ; but onely began to decline : andtherefore I 
wonder not that Naz#anzen ſo long fince obſervet that - 
there'camelirtle good, yea mach hurr of them, and that 
contentions have alwayes beene/encreafed by the Epi- 
fcopall affemblies > as alfo-Biſhop lewe] proves in many 
particulars. I wonder-not if in our dayes ſome Biſhops. 
are learned, affet ſome good things, -make ſome good, 
bookes, and roflerabje conſtitutions; For ſome ofthem; 
havebeene great Divines, Paſtors, and of a good con- 
ſcience,” in many things : but might' nota 'man have 
found rhe hike infome ofthe Saddn es, Herrdians, Arrt- 


I 32x iF, 


| (89) 
them ont of their hereſies, in ſuch things as they hold* 
common with other Iewes or Chriſtians? yet many 
things determined by thear wete dangerous; fo muſt it 
needs be in the dioceſſan Biſhops of England, whoare 
of a humane law, and heretikes in matter of the Elder- 
ſhip,if not Arminians. Therefore in this cauſe that may 


' befaid of them which Paul. faid of the Biſhops of his p; ;,5. 


time, that it was a vanity to aſſemble 60- Biſhops of the 
leaſt able, and 40, DoRors of the moſt inſufficient, as 
was twice done already in Trent, and to beleeve thar, 
by thoſe, things could bec 'well regulated; All which 
conſidered, who can thinke that the Hierarchy, or any 
Synod of Engliſh Biſhops,ean be for the ſervice of God? 
In the meane the Churches, or at leaſt many thouſands 
in them, in their praQtice, receive the hierarchy, cere- 
monies, andtraditions, Pari pieratts affettw, ar reverentie, 
with like affetion of piety and reverence, asthe writ- 
ten word of God, and many.with greater. 3 Y: 
There are foure pillars that 'uphold the Hierarchy.. 
I, Traditions and ceremonies. 2, Spirituall- ignorance 
and blinde deyotion'in the Nobility and Laity.Forthat 
makes them take it for granted;that Biſhops and.obedi- 
ence to their traditions are: de jure divins; hence pro- 
ccedes a3, Riches and authority ; and from theſea z.. 
reciprocall reſolution & combination with ſuch Stareſ- 
men asthe Duke and-his confederates, ſo to maintaine- 
each others cauſe againſt al accuſers,as if theyiwere one,, 
and they each others' Advocates. And asa'branch of. 
this theſevere ſuppreſſion of all. bookesand'complaints- 
. that diſcover theirerrors or praftices. There isno.nced: 
to/provefurchertharthethre6laſt axeapainſt the ſervice 
of God.ir willſaffice.to ſhew that they are againftthe 
ſervice of the King) and State, Bur fitlh bf ceremonies. 
and traditions received in the'Churchof England; 


bs 
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the Ancients ſhould returne into the world, they could 


(90) 
It is remarkable, that when ſome German Proteſtants 


\forfeare received:thoſeappointedin the 7»/erim,faying 
Trees, py.fter they were. indifferent : Others hom neceſſity bad not 
-compelled, ſuid it Was true, that indifferent things concerne 
. not ſalvation : yer, by meanes of chem," pernicions things are 
brought in ; and going on, they framed this generall:conclu- 
ſton, That ceremonies and rites, though by nature indifferent, 
doe then become bad; when hethat uſeth- them hath an opini. 
.07 that they are good or necrſſary. Which bath beene pro- 


ved of them in-England, and that-»generally. they are 
-men.popiſh, neutral, | orof Jeaſt ;fincerity, that ſtand 
-moſtfor them; as for the-beſtimicancs to uphold the hie= 


-rarchy,: becauſe they know that ruleto'be true,No cere- | 


onie,no'Biſhop : which:(as it ſcemes) is the reaſon that 
the Biſhops leoketo little elſe, though that bee-to con- 
fefle, that they ſerve for.nothing- but. co. uphold their 
ownetraditions andceremonies: wherein'they arc ve- 
ry zealous, like the: Trent Biſhops, that anathematized 
them that ſay that the ceremonies, veitments, or externall 
ſignes ale in the Maſſe, are rather incitements to ungodl;- 
eſſe, then offices of piety. Where, if by ungediineſſe' you 
underfiand fuperſtition and ignorance, the Trent -cen- 


_ ſure isextreame harſh: 'the rather becauſe Antonius of 


Veltelina, a Dominican, .had: provedunto them, that 
the Rite of Rome had beene received to ;gratific the 


 -Pope;but not in all places: and by a booke (called Ordo 


Romanm) that it hath had great alterations, not onely in 
ancient times; but even inthe latter ages alſo, that the 
Roman Rite, ;obſerved within: 300; yeares, is not that 
which is now obſerved by the Priefts-in that City: For 
the veſtmients; veſtcls,/arid other ornatnents; of the: Mi 
niſtersand Altars, it appeareth not by bookcs,anely;but 
by ſtatues and piRtures, that they are ſo changed, thar-if 


not 
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(97) BE 
xot know them, Therefore he' cohelided, thatto bind 

all ro-approve the Rites, which- the Chiirch of Rome 

nſed, might be reprehended, as a condemnation of an- 
 tiquity, and of the uſe of other Churches. Hisdiſcourſe 
diſpleaſed, but the Biſhop of the five Churches juſtified 

him. If Engliſh Biſhops would bur with'the Friar con- | 

fider the conſequences that follow their inforcing of 

their Rites, they would not bee ſo extreame in them: 
Andindeed in thoſe wherein they differ from the Re- . 
formed Churches, they doe but- niocke the Chriſtian 

world, while- with the Papiſts they hold: that they 

ought tobe ſo ftriftly received and reverenced;and yet: 
abrogate others more WA ſeeing as one Gith of | 
the Papiſts, they grant wor 10 the people the eleffion of the ©*8: *5)+. 
Minifter, whichcertainly was au CApoitolicall inititution, 
continued more thenzight hundred yeares © but deny it to 

them, with as good right, as the Papifts doe both that- 

and the uſe of the cup, which had beene continued as: 


"Iris aſeemly:thing to ſee the Temples where Chrj- "IM 
ſtians uſe; to+meet, in good repaire, frequented' with* 
grave, devout, humble, and religious behaviour, in the - 
worſhip of God, the table covered with cleane linnen, 
wheh the Sacrament is adminiſtred,the cup decent and- 
not of the baſeſt-metall; But theſe and” the _like things 
are the more acceptable to God, when the Church is- 
not ſpoiled ofher better ornaments, diligent preach-:. 
ingand hearing, foundneſſe in the faith, knowledge, 
zcale;and holincfle of life. For ifthe Temples be never: 
ſo-glorious in ſtructure; the tabte.of the fineſt woodand” 
workmanſhip, the cup of gold,;the Miniſters in-glorious.. 
veſtments, the ſcrvicefull of grave and devour ceremo- 
nies, and all things elſe in the moſt plaufible manner- 
for outward ornament, God is but mocked forall theſe, 

| ik. 


He (92) 
_ Ftholſe better.ornaments'bee neglefed and deſpiſed. 


and authority, to have pluralities to maintaine their 
dignitics, to lcaue poore hirelings in their cures,to neg- 


graces; that they might ſeeme no1eſſe religious; they 
began-in ſtead thereof to be exerciſed in new manners 
See Pleſſis Of devotion, looking out of relickes, traditions,and ce- 
mylt.of ini- rermonics, to cref ſtately Temples,'Organs, and Altars, 
Fo So. guild andadorne them with images of Saints, to have 
golden Chalices, and wooden Prieſts, to multiply 
feaſts and holidayes, to invent new orders and fortmes 
of will-worſhip, to uſe all ſeverity in bodily worſhip, 
devour poſture, and demure cariage ; and-to make all 
men.conformablein thoſe things, to-ordaine a world 
of ſuperfluous conſtitutions. But how-was God:moc- 


leſle regarded : and while the ftately Temples were e-. 
Rev.1z, reed in Cities, the Church was, faine'to flee-into the 


'«-Pet, 2,5, WErE Maintained, the living ſtones were trodden under 
feet and deſpiſed; while lights were ſet up in Chur- 
ches, peopleſate in dacknedoand ignorance; while tra- 
ditions.were obſerved, Gods word-was the: lefle reſpe- 
ted, and in timecould neither bee obeyed nor heard:;' 
while the. tables and Prieſts were adorned, men of. 
knowledge and other the beſt gifts were leaſt eſteemed, 
while dead images of Saints were {et up in'the Church, 


ſuch as the Waldenſes, Huffites, and Celeniſfs were: per- 

ſecuted and 'martyred, and the very faith it ſelfe <alled 

hercſte.,_ ... IN, | oefrl3 1c 1 | 

* Look; nowalitileupon. the Churchof England,ſee* 
| CEE. > --. av 


'When the Church of Rome began to abound in wealth 


le& ſoundneſle in :doQrine, knowledge, and the like - 


kediinall theſe, while they did-cate out religion? For 
people being taken up inthoſe, his ordinances were thes. 


| wildernefle; while the beauty of -the outward ſtones 


beaurificd and worſhipped: the true and living Saints; | 
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93) 
how they abandon the cauſe of religion abroad znd at 
home, deſpiſe and-perſecute ſach as ſeeke thatthe or. 
dinances of God may be reſtored, Elders received, Po- 
pery, Arminianiſme, pluralities and non-reſidenicy ex- 
cluded, the true faith-preached and maintained in Ser- 
mons and LeQtures, knowledge, faith, zeale; and other 
graces, noutiſhed and increaſed;and in the-meane ſecna 
no lefſe rcligious, fall robuilding Temples, Organs, 
Tables, Alrars, to fatiate, if it were poſſible, the Clergy 
with titles of honour, juriſdictions, veſtments, 'reve- 
pucsand riches : and becauſe a Biſhop precedes a Baron, 
to thinke'thatnothing' is too much to maintaine his 
Nate, that is not too much for a Baron : and fo for 
Deanes and Doors, according to their degrees and 
places, which are: the nurſeries of pluralities and non- 
reſidency. To call for obſervation of ceremonies, ca» 
nons, faſts, holidayes, externall geftureand devotion, 
and whatſoeverelſe is commanded or pradtiſed in their 
conſtitutions and cuſtomes : wherein though they doe 
not yet abound ſo much asthe Papiſts, yet it isthe only 
religion in creditand fafhion ; and as if Chriſt had or- 
dained Biſhops to looke ro nothing clſe; it doth and 
will cate out true religion and fincerity. Howſoever, 
while Prelates and others, having pluralities to main- 
raine their dignities, and leaving poore hirelings to 
ſerve their cures, thoſe better ornaments are" negleed 
and perſecuted: arc not theſe tokens that God-is moe- 
ked by them @ + of £52 ey es 
I know well itis moſt irkſome to Prelates to heare- 
of theſe things : they thinke no man ſhould date'to ma- + 
nifeſt them, and eſpecially that the Elderſhip enghtto 
be reſtored;according to Gods ordinance. They live as 
if they ſhunned no other plaguey nor feared any other 
purgatory cthenareformation. This fils their ſoules = 
| N ery 


Fery indignation,and makes them,ro be redeemed fron 
* it, breakeourinto threats, inquiſitions, and: perſecutis 
| ons, that they may overcome their tormentors by cen. 
ſures, imprifonmenes, exemplary puniſhments, fines, 
and torments. Howſoever, if they can but by flatteries, 
inveRtives, whiſperings,and otherfſhifts, keep the King. 
and Councell-ſo ignorant: and blinde in thoſe things, 
' thatthey may remaine fixme-on their fide, they care. 
forno more. But may not a'manprotelt as. plainly for 
God and his Church; as the French Ambaſſador: did 
for thepriviledges of France and the French Churches, 
in the Councell of Trent+that proteſtatian angred the. - 
Prelates, but he defended it, ſaying, That hoſe were ig-. 
Wit.of.the. 20ramts, who having ſeene- nothing but the Decretals, lawes 
Councel. of 400. yeares, did rhinke that there were ns Eccleſtaftieall- 
>. layuesbeforethens, that if any wauld reforme. the king by the 
774 Decerctals, he: Would reforme them. by che decrees, and leads. 
them alſs to more ancient times, not ontly of 5, Auſten, but. 
of the Apoſtles. alfo, Wherein the King juſtified him... 
Now as the hierarchy and ceremonies make not for- 
the true ſervice of God, but ſerve tacate it opt by de- 
grees, as the Romiſhdid, ſo neither 'doc-they make for- 
the ſervice of the Kingand State, but are againſt it, and 
very pernicious for. every. Nobleman and Rulcr,as aps 
peareth, 1, Becauſe while theyarc by. them kept fron 
the knowledge of Gads truth in; matter- of: the, Eldeg- 
ſhip, againſt Arminian errours, or any thing cle the. 
Biſhops would not have them know, that muſt needs. 
be. true.in-them, which our Savionr ſaith, He 1448 Wale. 
W06.12.35- kerb dathneſſe, knowerh nat vabither he goeth : and theres 
fore their deliberations in matters: of preſerving the. 
Church and State (which in theſe times-are 10 intere 
— mixed, by rcaſon of-popiſh practices, thaticommonly; 
© KWeauuicandgoodof tlie one; belopgeth tothe "= 
| | | MULy, 


= 
muſt needs bee accordingly canried, that is,” with mitch 
'bliadnefſe and danger. | | 
2. Becauſc if any King: or great Favourite like the 
Puke, be in this error of the Hicrarchy,Arminianiſme, 
' Or any other, the having of theſe great places in the 
Hierarchy in-his gift, makes almoſt all the Cletgy,and 
eſpecially the Prelates and V niverſities to bee at his de 
votion,.to temporize, teraper, forme and keepe bad-di- 
vinity to their minde, by ſuch powerand policy, that 
all the moſt skilfull Divinesin the kingdome, ſhall nor 
dare, or at leaſt not be able to helpe it ; but whattoever 
become of the truth; or reforming errours and abuſes, 
the honourot the Prelates and their abettors, muſt bee 
ſaved, as in the Court of Rome : and by theſe things 
phey are prepared to rule a Synod, if occaſion ſerve, as 
the Court of Rome did that of Trent ; and in the mean 
foto keepe divers crrours and abuſes from the knowy- 
ledge of their King, and to guard his cares fromall juſt 
counſailes and complaints made againſt them or their 
confederates, orto pervert theirdrift by pretending his 
prerogative and government are taxed or queſtioned, 
-and the Epiſcopall goverament eſtabliſhed by his aucho. 
rity, is ſlcighted and contemaed, that nothing can: bee 
heard, fearfull diviſions are made, Parliaments are for 
their ſakes diſſolved, the beſt counſels rejefted, refor- 
-mation hindred, notorious delinquents, Papiſtsand Ar« 
minians emboldned, men in the greateſt truſt may dai- 
ly be in the fellowſhip of Ieſuired Papiſts'; what ever 
they practiſe, itis found in-vaine to accuſe them: and 
by this meanesthe King is either the laſt that knowes 
thetruth and right in divers cauſes, or one-that never 
comes-to.underſtand it,nor indeed to be willing to heare 
of it. Which is far from the wiſedome and diligence of 
the Pope and popiſh Princes, that ſeeke to ſupplant him. . 
. andall true religion, © N 2 Pius 
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Pius the 4.'doubting that ſome Prelates aud! othet 


cel of Trent great Ones favoured the Protefiants., reſolved to- diſcover 
Pg: 69. them, aud Was. Wont to ſay, that he Was more Wrronged by 


the maſqued herttickes, then by the bare faced, Men, 
that love theire King and Religion, ſay as much of the 
maſqued Papiſts in England , aud that therefore the 
Prelates aud others vainly brag of the long peace and. 
proſperitic England hath enjoyed , while other Coun« 
wrics have ſmarted., when it hath beene procured by 
ſuch meanes ; aud- more vainely thinke that God is 

well pleaſed+-with them, ſcing they haue no changes, 

but he. hath ſuffered them to/prevaile againſt ſuch as 

ſought the redrefle, when they ſhould rather know that 
the long ſuffering of God leadeth to repentance, that 

all theſe things as they doe more aud more diſable the 

king aud his people from defending themſclues in the 

time of war, becaufe the Popiſhand Arminian fa&tions 

are by them increaſed aud God provoked ; ſo without 

amendment, they will cauſe God to- ſend-a ſword 

amongſt them to auenge the quarrel! of his covenant, 

when., thus weakned , they ſhalbe lefſe able to with- 

ftand it. Some foiles they hauc had, aud their preſent 
ſccuritie is an ill owey of worſe, 

3. Becauſe-by theſe meanes Coutrtiers being nou- 
riſhed in ſpirituall ignorance, Popiſt Princes that cither 
labour to bring alt to- one Monarchie , or neerer & 
acerer to RomiſhReligion, finde fit inſtruments in court 
aud Councell to.negotiate withall , to get leauges , trea- 
tics and articles of peace or war to theire beſt. advan- 
tage, to make diviſions, factions to corrupt and be cor- 

rupted ;/that is either for' reward, or conſcience, to 
_ helpe RomiſhReligion vnder pretences of State policie, 
or being againſt the puritans : wherein they could ne- 
yer make things ſeeme to.ftand with religion without 
"7  eblg | the 
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the conſent and confederacie of the Prelates.. For-if 
there were no hierarchic , no Prelates:to countenance 
them , but the land were indeed of the reformed Reli- 
gion , all would be aſhamed of ſuch counſailesas ſtand 
not with the good thereof : and Ieſuits could-not find 
the meanes.they doe, to be tickling by theire diſguiſed 
freinds, to trouble the ſtate , aud by degrees and colou- 
zxable pretences to alter Religion ; wherein if Princes 
aud favourits come to be corrupted ,.none ſo likely or 
potEt to get things decreed to theire mindes, in Sinods, 
as Biſhops , that are thoſen by them. and: depend on 
them , as others onthe Pope, the Trent fathers ſhewed 
it 11 many particulars. 

All which is asill for the ſoules of thoſe Princes and 
ftateſmen, as for the Church and State, what a miſera- 
ble caſe is i that Kings and Princes, who ofall ſhould 
loue Chriſte and tender the good of his Church and 
people, as bcing nurſing fathers. , will not take rheſe 
things into conſideration,nor ſuffer the words of exhor- 
tation ?. and that ſuch as are neere them will not vie the 
meanes. that they may know them? Miniſters, dare not 
touch vpon it, ſ{cing the Pcelates flatter andare able to 
yndoe them wherein Romiſh.Princesand Religion have 
infinite aduantages againſt them, The meaneſt Teſuits 
and Capuchins are admitted. into the cloſets of Kings 
and Sates men, and permitted to convince or reprove 
in the cauſe of theire Religion , to exhort and animate 
them to conſtancie , vigilancie and courage , to vnmal- 
que and deſtroy the ſecret and open enemies thereof. 
When the Queene Regent of France had ſuffercd Be7# 
to ſpeake in Colloquie, a bold Teſuit reproched-the 
Proteſtants and openly reprehended the Queene for 


med'/117 'in matters that he faid . belonged not to her, but Pag. 454; 


zo the Pope &C. yet was he notmoleſted for it, They'ho- 
N 3 noar 
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= Hour others,puniſh zealous ſpirits. Papiſtsgndother 
” children of this world are wiſer in their generation 
then the children of light ; more zealous, more dili- 
gent, (as is daily ſeenc in France, Spaine, and all popifh 
countries; which is -ill for the State and Church of 
England, This therefore may be ſufficient to exeuſe 
me for making this manifeſtation. 
4. Becauſe if there be nota reformation, God for all 
theſe evils is forced to plague ſuchra Church and State 
in many things, eſpecially in thoſe ſpirituall plagnes, 
Iſa.29.14. and 2 Thefſ.2.11. 
It is pretended, that they that ſeeke reformation of 
the Church, make ſchiſme. The Church of Romeſaid 
-as much for her\ſclfe againſt them thar ſought to re- 
forme her in the time of L#ther, And indeed the {chilmm * 
is rather made by the Biſhops and their ſupporters from 
| the reformed Churches, and ſuchas hold- Gods truth 
Eo | with ther: which hath made- the enemies attempt fo 
Ef much azainſt them, and prevaile therein, while they 
faw-the Engliſh ſo divided from them, and opofite to , 
them in theſe things, that they know the Biſhops and 
their ſupporters could not heartily favour then, and 
therefore would never get any effeuall ſupplies for 
them, but rather flatter andjuſtific ſuch friends, as un- 
der hand betrayed them. So dangerous hath this divi- 
ſion beene, and ſo is like to' continne till the Elderfhip 
. bereſtored, and there bee amongſt Proteſtants more 
unity in governmentand ceremonies, 
They reply, this is Chams like, to diſcover the naked= 
- neſle of ones: father or mother, that themen of Bevh« ' 
ſreemefh were ſmitten for prying into the Arke, and Y#- 
zahfor putting forth his hand to ſupport it : thar'fo 
men meddle with things ontof their clement , that it 
belongs to privy Councellors and Biſhops'to ew — 
theſe 


to ſtop mens mouthes while the Palatinate and Roche 


were in moſt danger, by the remiſſeneſſe and ſuſpeted 
trechery of ſome diſguiſed Courtiers : now all is loſt, 
they muſt give us leave to ſay theſe places were not wel 
alledged then, much lefſe now to hinder reformation: 
that the hierarchy is not the Arke, nor any thing like 


Po 


it : thatthe Church of Rome hath ever uſed the ſame 


and like arguments to cover her filthineſle. 

Bur ſay they, where got you this knowledge ? if in 
the Engliſh Church,why doe you uſc ic againſt her your 
mother ? Doe you thinke the Church of Rome might 
notas juſtly ſay the like againſt 7h Huſſe, Luther, and 
Others before them 2 The truth is, there is but little of: 
it in.England, the Biſhops are fo vigilante to ſuppreſle it, 
and in ſtcad thercof to cry for;prayer, devotion and o- 
bedience to the Church : this-is not to lay, ignorance. 
is the mother of devotion : but to approach toward it. . 

To conclude, it is objected, that if we once goe about; 
to alter any thing, we ſhall ever bee ſubje&. to change ;_ 
men. will cver be mad on reforming. moreand more, | 
tillall be brought to. Anabaptiſme, orat leaſtto Brow- 
nifme. O God what poore ſhiftsdoth the devill find to-. 
keepe men in evill? For this is as if one ſhould ſay, Of. 
fer notto convert or reforme a Papiſt, a drunkard, or 
ahazlor, lcſt che firſt curne Puritan, and then Anabap- 
riſt; ortake hecd you returne not into the right way, 


becauſe it is narrow,and you may.ſoone beturned into... 


by-paths on the other hand. Wherein they follow the- 
prlicy: of the Church of Rome, For when Luther had+ 
cgun to dicoyer ſome errours, Pope, _A4ria# 6.2 Ger- 
man borne,. being called out of. Spaitie to the Pope. 
dome, hopjng to reduce all by a reforination, gave com-.. 
miſion to his Nuncig the Biſiop of Febriszo, th IF: | 
{> a | 0-.. 
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theſe things ; which were the flattcringarguments uſe? 


py 
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Miſter. *f knowledge ingetuouſly, that this tonfuſicn was cauſed 


cel of Trent by the ſinnes of men, eſpecially of the. Prieffs and Prelates ; 
PS. 25- » confeſtng that ſome yeares ſince, ſome abominations haut 


beene committed even in the holy Sea ; many abuſes in ſpiri- 
tuall things 8c. Promiſling rv vfe atl diligence that the 
Court of Rome from Whence Peraduenture all thiimiſcheife 
proceeded ſpould be reformed firſt of all, And he ſet him- 
ſelfe to doe it , but was diverted by the Cardinall of 
Prenefte, who told him there was no hope to confound 
& roote out the Lutherans, by correting the manners 
of the Court, but rather that it would be a meanes to 
augment theire credit much more. For the people Who 
alYaies judge by the events, When they ſhalbe fir by the 
following amendment , that the Pepes government Was inſ;- 


bj repreherded , will perſwade themſetucs likwiſe , chat the. 


other innouations propoſed have good foundation , aud the 


Arch heretiques , ſeetig they haue overcome in one part, 


Will not ceaſe to reprehend the ref, That reading the Hoxies 
pa# , of the times when herefies hare beene trayſed 


apainſt the authoritic of the Church of Rowe, it will 


appeare, that all took pretence from the corrupted 
mannersof the Court. Neuertheleſſe never any Pope 
thought fit to reforme them , but after admonitions 


andinſtrutios yſed to induce the Princes to prote@the 


Church. That whatſoever hath ſucceeded well here- 
tofore ought alwaies to bee obſerved and kept, That 
nothing did more ruine agovernment then to change 
the manner of ruling it. Thar no man hath ever cx- 
tinaguiſhed herefies by reformations, cruſadoes, and ex- 
citing Princes and people to roote them out (that is 
with fireandſword) which he ſhewed in the examples 
of Innocent I II. and other Popes againſt the C116- 
genſes, Waldenſes aud others. 'The Pope that was ſcarce 


warmec in the Chaire , relating theſe things to his 


truſtie 
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eruſtic freinds William Encourt,, hnd'Toderick Hezins 
faid the: condition: of Popes was: miſerable, ſecingit 
was plaine they could not doe good, &c. yet hewas re- 
ſolved to maintaine his promiſlcs , tboughe ic were to 
deveſt himſelf of all temporall dominion. And accor- 
dingly ſeut his N#nto aboue mentioned tothe diel of 
Noremberg, where he confeſſed the abuſes and promiſed 
the reformation , which the Pope lined not 'to per- 
forme. þ. 

Clemeat the 7, that ſucceeded(and othersafter.him) 
followed: an other courſe :. For when the Emperour 
Charles V. to fatisfie the Germans deſired that a Couns- 
cell might be called, the Pope anſwered, thatit was pro» Pag.zs- * 
bable that the multitude was deceived, but to giveit Y 
ſatisfaction in the demaund of a Councell , was not to 
give it more light, but to bring in. popular.licence,: If it 
. were granted them to make queſtion-or ſceke greater 
perſpicutte jn-religion ., they would immediatly alſo 
pretend to give laws for goverment, and to reſtraine 
the authoritie of Princes by decrees, &c. For the Prin- 
cesand Grandies, he might aſſure himſelf, theirexnd 
was not pietie;, butthe making of themſelves Lords of 
the -Eccteſiaſticall goods, and-being become abſolute, 
todcknowledge the Emperour little or nothingymarke 
their cunning. But when the French Embaſſador had 
made requeſt fot grantingthecip to the laicks , with 
reaſonthat it would keepe them in the Romiſh faith 
and from prying into: other matters laid againſt the 
Chutch'of Rome, Pope Pius the LV, ſuddenly anſwe- Pag. 459. 
red ,.ithat he had ever thought that the communion of 
both kinds and mariage of preiſts were dz jure poſirivs + 
and therefore was thought to be'a Lutheran in the laſt 
conclaye, That the Emperour had made the ſame re- 
queſt for his ſonne demaunding the like for his people, 


but 


Pag. $5, 


Seſl. 22, 
Can.s, 
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but that the Cardinals would never yeild 'unto it. Yet 
he promiſſed to ſpeake thereof in the next congrega= 
tion,” Where the Cardinall Rodolpho Pio de Carpi 

faid, that it was manifeſt , that this would not bee the 
laft Demand of the Frechmen in matter of religion, but 
a ſtep to propoſe an other, that afterwatd they will de- 
mand the mariage of Preiſts , the vulgar toung in the 
miniſtric of the Sacraments: which will have the ſame 
ground , becauſe they are de jure peſitivo, and muſt be= 
granted for the preſervation of many, which for poli- 
tike reaſons then alleadged/ might not be granted, Be- 
fore this there had beene much crie for reformation , 
Panlz.cauſcd diversCardinals and others to aſſemble, & 
conſider of the errours for redrefle. The Prelates made 


the ColleRion in writing, the Pope propoſed itin the 


Confiſtorie, But Nicholas Scomberga Dominican 
and a Cardinal oppoſed the reformation , ſaying. t 
Would give occaſion to the Lutherans , to brag they had in- 
forced the Pope to make that reformation ; and above all it © 
would be a beginning to take away , not only the abuſes, but 
the gavd uſes alſo , and io endanger the Whole ſtate of reli: 
gion.” For by the reformation it Would be confeſſed that the 
_— provided againſt were deſervedly reprebended by the 
Latherans , which Would be 4 great abetting to theire whole 
Dottrine. In the conncell, after celebrated,divers things 
were found amiſle. ' The Biſhops and Fathers of the 
Coticell made adecreefora reformatis,but little could 
be obtained, much was ſhufled of, becauſe it could not 
be effected, but the authoritie and praQtiſe of the Pope 
and Cardinals muſt be queſtioned and reformed, if not 
overthrowen, - | 
- The like may be ſaid of the Reformation of the 
Church of England, many things have becne propoune 
&cd, in Bookes and Parliaments but little or nothing 
FR 'S Can 
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can be heard or reformed, lesft a gap:ſtould be ope- 


ned:;,- whereby the authoritic & pr: Qifcof 1be Biſhops 
:ſhould be queſtioned and overthicwen, and if any Bi- 


/ ſhops be better inclined to reforwaticn then others, 
.. they ſhalbe ſure 10 be hindred by the-reft,, as theſe 
Popes were by the Cardinals,and withlike reaſons. For 
_-Engliſb Biſhops, in like wiſdcm, will not be knowen 
- of any errour in the hierarchie ,canons, traditions, ce- 
remonies and government, but mwaintaineall, leaft con» 


Feſsing ſomewhat amiſle , they ſhould looſe all; and be = 


reduced to the government: of other reformed chur- 
ches. 


ſander a learned Papiſt) is to be lard upon theſe Which bein 
pruft up with waine inſolent conceits wr, theire Eccleſiafticall 
pewer , prondeh and ſecrnfully contemned and reed them 
which aid right'y and mcdeitly admoniſh the refermation. 
That the Clurch can never hoje for ary frmme peace , wales 
they begin 10 make 'it , which have given pot of that di. 
Araftion. That this cannot be effefed wultſſe thoſe that are 
in place of EccleſiaFticall geuer ment, Would be content tore= 
mit ſemihing of their 1co much rigeur, and yeild ſomwhat to 
pl ce of the Church ;, and kearken to the earne# prayers 
and «dmonitions of ged'y men , will ſet themſelyes to correet 
manife# abuſes, accerding tothe rule of the divine Seriptu- 
res, and ihe primitive Church from which they have ſwer- 
ved.(He might have faid,tilltheKings hate the whore, 
make. her. deſolate , naked and+burne her. with-fire ) 
Sha'l I;faythis may alſo be fajd of Engliſh-Biſhops in 
caſe of theire hicrarchie and traditions ? I may add this 
to it, that God can never be pleaſed, nor the Church 
andState of great Britaine.enjoy truc happines, tillthe 
.Prelates caſt their. crownes at the feet of the-Zord Teſus ; 
Witt : Er OT IA» 


- 


There was a fault that hindred the Church of Rome Collinder 
from yeildirg to refo1mation, And the fault(faith Caſ- 1,1 —_ 


- 
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or rather betrapſe mendiſpaire of that, 'tillchey be ta- 
+:keh from them;and they ſubjeed/ro/the ordmances of 
Rer.5-6,' God, leaſt otherwiſe Chriſt , that haththe Elders a- 
| bout his throne, and is inthe midſt ofthem,, ſay in bis. 
Luk. 19." Wrath , Thoſe mine enemics\thaf Would not that I ſnould 
37. _ raigneover them; bringhither,&c,* 7 
-Whieen'reformation is defired ſome! flattering prea- 

. Chers, to make men deſiſt, put it off with preaching on 
Canti..4,thoſc paſſages 'and the like. [charge you 0 daughtess of te- 
A ruſale,that ye'ſtir nor up nor aWake my love untill be pleaſe, 

I aws black buricomly;, &c. The church hath ſpors ; bur 
they ſhould not be mentioned. Pray fer rhe peace of 1e- 
raſalem; they ſhall priſper that love it, which ifthey of the 
Church of Rome had not in like manner a buſed, they 
could-not have proceeded fo far in ertour; as they did.; 

\ andyct they might as well alleadge theſe plates and the 
like to prove thar-prelates ought to procede Eiarles and 
Barons,.to have pallaces and coaches , as to hinder and 
reprove menthat ſecke aduc reformations' \L 
+» Others would have the people beleeve in this point, 
asthe'Chutrch belcevelhito relie 'on the underſtanding 
and judgmetit-of the preiſts and prelates' , hke the pa» 

Mal.2.7. pifts, alleadging that place. The preiis lips ſhould keepe 
tnoWltdge;and they fuenldfeeke rhe 14W at his month. which 
Buckler of doth-as well {erve the papiſts,as them in this point: For, 
faith, as maiſter £Houlin obſerveth this is rot a promiſſe bur 
a commaundement; ſkewing preiſts their dutie,, which 
they.had not'obſerved,, as the follewing words manie 
feſt; Zurye are departed out of the Way * ye haze canſed men 
10 /eun/ble: which is a5 true, tn thispoint,ofthe Prelates 
and others in England , as of the Papifts in the ſame 
point ahd ihn'others, We ate therefore to'remeber that 


x1oh.4.1. rule, Beleeve not exehy Spirit but 1riethe Spirits, God gives 
Joko.z, ſuch knowledge to whemihe pleaſeth;he wind blowerh 


where it lifteth, : They 


v (10 | | 
-1 4. They, may, perhaps find ſome 9ther, arguments.ce -, 
Prove: that the hicrarchie ; .traditions and ceremonies HOT 
ſhould be upheld , but none fairely deducted from the 
holy Scriptures , but-rather grounded on humane po- 
licie :; which therefore are not worth the anſwering . 
»For wee. know likewiſe the papiſts preſſe many faire- 
Jeeming reaſons, for the Popes ſupremacie, and ſuccele 

fon in Peters chaire, merits, praying to Saints, forbid- 

ding matiage 10Preiſts ard other points of poperic. To 

which it /is anſwer.enough 1o0.prove that thoſe reaſons 

fightagainſt the word and ordinance of God:and fo doe 

theirs that, pleade for the. Engliſh hicrarchie and tradi- 

tions, as isalready proved. Men therefore ſhould not 

be caried away with them,nor withan opinion of their 
learning and, multitude thatipreach them; but rather 
thinke,Su,cly theirkingdom is of this world:It makes 

ſo many that fight for it, becauſe there are init ma- 

ny places of profit honour and authoritic to_reward 

them, like as in the Romiſh Church; that if Chriſts - 

kingdome: were of this world: he ſhould have as many 

for him:that to bee well informed in theſe points, it is 

no aſking of them who are interefſed'and partiall in 

the cauſe, btit to xemember what Ged faith , Should nat Ins. 
a people feele wniotheire Cod? To the l:w ard to the tefti- 

ax nf err net ascerding 10.thisV.01d , i is becauſe 
there is no light inthem. Which in theſe points, may be 

ſaid of 100 many, tothcire great ſhame; becauſe it ſo 
muth onteitnah the faith, and all the faithfullto have 
them; well 'knowne , as is provedatove,, leaſt by the 
power and great names ofihe B:ſbops, the faith come 
to-be corrupted ,; the nzme of the Church, and the 
holy Ghoſt, uſurped andabuſed, as they have beene 
in divers Synods of Biſhops to the deſttuQion of many 
ſoules. 
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mighty God the giver of all grace to purge theChurch 
of England and the members thereof, that they with 
the reformed Churches may be like minded , in ſeckin 

the kingdom of God and the rightcouſnes thereof, - 
And ſccing queſtionles that God hath many of his 


'deare and ele& people there, that are only blind in 


ſome few things , let us beg of God, that they may 


. now ſee the things that be/ong to their peace , leaſt after 
- "they ſhould be 4:4 from theire ges.: Andlet nsaſke 
. with confidence, rhat he 7s fairhfull that hath promiſed , 


who Will alſo dee it . For itis ſaid. In this meuntaine 


*** ſhall theLord of hoſt's make unto all people a feaſt of fat things , 


a feat of wine on the lees , of fat things full of marroW , 0 
= cn by lees well refiued. Seeing th ret his ny 
ces are corrupted with mens inventions, 'Wee may 
preſſe him with this promiſe that he will give us wine 
fined and purified , even his pureſt ordinances as alſo 
with that which followeth, 1nd he will deftrey in this 
menntayne , the face of the crvering ca#t ouch all people, and 
the wvarle that is ſpread over all nations. And thine tare ſhall 
heare a word bchind thee, ſayinge, This is the Way, walke 
grin it when ye turne to the right Lind , and when ye ture 70 
the left. 

_ And though wee feare Satan will hinder it whatthe 
can,let us beleeve that promiſe. The God of peace ſhall 
ſhortly bruiſe Saran under your feet, Neither thinke 
this impoſsible becauſe yct not only the Prelates, but 
divers religious Miniſters have negleQed this know- 


Jedgeand reaſoned ggainſt it, ſorhar! there is grear-dif- 
ference about theſe things ', for God hath ſaid, 1 will 
"give them one hart 2nd one way. I will give you pa- 


flors accorditg to mine hart which ſhall feed: you with 


becauſe 
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becauſe as yet thoſe that 
behalfe have becne forced into corners, and to live like 


Baniſhed men in murh ſorrow , for wee have this pro- 
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miſe. The ranſomed of the Lord ſhall returne and come 14. z5719. 


to Sion with ſongs, and everlaſting ioy ſhalbe upon 
their heads. Neither ſay how ſhall this be,ſcing as yet ſo 
many greedie and corrupt ſhepheards are over us ; For 
thus ſaith the Lord God. Behold I am againk the ſhep- 
heards and will require my flock at theire hand, and 
cauſe them to ceaſle from feeding the flock, neither 
ſhall the Shepheards feed themſelvs any more: For 
will deliver my flock from their mouth that they ma 

not be meate for them. Acquaint thy ſelf with theſc 
and the like promiſes, and beleeve that he fitsat the 
right hand of God to intercede for the performance, 


whoGith , whatſoever yeſhall alke in my name, that 1ob.r4.y, 


will I:;oe, that the Father may be glorified in theſonne. 


And if wee beleeve not, yet he abideth faithfull, he * Timz- 
cannot denic himſelf. To him therefore with the Fa- ***. 


ther andthe holy Ghoſt, three perſonsand one God, be 
rendred as due is, all power, might, majeſtic and domi- 


nion Aow and forever. Amen, 
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